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1 - Brockelmann, Carl: Geschechte der Arabischen Litteratur. ((Leiden)).

2 - Encyclopeadia of Islam. ((New ed.)). (artls. Dhahabi - Hadith).
3 - Goldziher: Kampfe um die Stellung des Hadith im Islam (ZDMG Band

61).
4 - J. Schacht: origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, oxford 1965.
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undertaken. Also explored are questions dealing with the way in which
the author copied some of those biographies:

Did the author copy the biographies from other works exactly as
they were originally presented or did he rearrange them in his own way?
Did he include the samc material that was originally included in each
biography or had he modified or rephrased it?

The answer to these and similar questions constitute the substance
of the third chapter which investigates the "elements of the biography”.

The fourth chapter is devoted to Al-Dhahabi's technique of using
sources and the method he used in quoting from previous works. It
concludes that the author relied upon all sources available to him such as
observation, oral narration, inquiries, correspondence, collections of
scholars ijazat (licenses from shaykhs), the writings of the persons
included in his biographies and other available works dealing with history
and biography. However, the author's main material sources were the
manuscripts of his predecessors. Thus, a detailed analysis of the manner
in which Al-Dhahabi made use of those manuscripts and how well he
knew them is undertaken. Also discussed his criteria in preferring one
manuscript over another and the method he followed in quoting and
footnoting — explicitly or implicitly — and how accurate he was in
choosing the most accurate copies of a work or whether he compared the
different manuscripts of the same work.

The fifth and last chapter examines Al-Dhahabi's procedure and
principles of criticism and attempts to explain the different types of
criticism concerned with tradition and biographies on the one hand and
evaluation and historical value judgement on the other. Then his
technique of assessing the isnad (chain of transmission) and the contents
are assessed instances to illustrate each are cited. Al-Dhahabi was often
accuscd by historians of being dogmatic and partial. Thus such
accusations are carefully considered in order to show by referring to Al-
Dhahabi's work whether or not he was fair and how just his critics were.

Finally, the conclusions of this study are summarized and full
details of all sources and references (published or in manuscript forms)
utilized herein are provided in full.



AL-DHAHARBI AND HIS TECHNIQUE IN WRITING
TARIKH AL-ISLAM

I have chosen "Al-Dhahabi and his Technique in Writing Tarikh
Al-Islam" to be the subject of this study because of the outstanding status
that Al-Dhahabi enjoyed in Islamic thought in general and in historical
research and writing in particular. Furthermore, his famous work Tarikh
Al-Islam (The History of Islam) is regarded nowadays as one of the
greatest sources of Islamic history.

This study comprises a section and methodology and two main
parts: the first part is about Al-Dhahabi and the second about Tarikh Al-
Islam.

METHODOLOGY

The section on methodology includes three important divisions: the
first shows the significance of the study, its limitations and the reasons
for choosing it. The second examines the procedure of writing the Tarikh,
and calculates the surviving copies which were employed in this study.
The third section constitutes an analytical presentation of the sources and
references used in this study.

PART ONE

The first part is rendered in two chapters: the first is concerned
with the biography of Al-Dhahabi. It explores his environment, his first
interests and travels in search of learning, the nature of his studies, his
personal relations and their influences on his way of thinking, his
academic posts and activities and his significance as a writer, a critic and
a thinker. The chapter ends with the death of Al-Dhahabi, whose life was
a continuous endeavour to record Islamic history in the most scientific
manner known then.

The second chapter considers the various kinds of works,
summaries and other scholarly writings which Al-Dhahabi produced. The
works are classified and arranged in alphabetical order.

The method followed in studying all the author's works proceeds as
follows:
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