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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Rula Nabih Makhlouta for Master of Arts
Maijor: Education

Title: b un’s n al- dE ion

The purpose of this thesis is to investigate the relationship between al-Umran
and Education, with a view to uncovering new dimensions of the Mogaddimah
heretofore unaddressed by researchers.

In order for this purpose to be met Ibn Kaldiin’s text will be divided into two
major categories namely al-Umran and education. Each category is further divided into
subcategories.

In practical terms the relationship between writings on al-Umran and education
will be tackled from three angles. The first of these angles focuses on what will be
termed “organic relationship” and based on the usage of educational terminology in the
text of al-Umran and vice versa, The second angie will be termed “the logical
relationship” based on continuity and similarity of meaning in between the two texts.
The third and last angle is methodology based. In this regard three groups of
methedologies will be recognized namely discriptive-analytical, philosophical and
referential, ie the establishment of criteria and standards.

Investigating the relationship between al-Umran and educational texts from the vantage
point of the three angles identified above reveals a partial but clear relationship based on
the fact that Ibn Khald{n considered education a distinguishing feature of human
societies.
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