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Outline Of Recommend Method
Of Recording

In the recording of cemetery Excavation during my Archeo— logic-
al Work, the following procedure was adopted -

1- When the cemetery site is discoverd, the area s cleared downto
original ground level, disclosing the grave superstructure notes will be

taken of stratification, and the position of Pottery offerings outside the
superstructure

2- Each grave or superstructure 1s numbered with the numerals
painted in black on a flat stone

3- General photographs are taken of the cemetery before any
further excavation 1s undertaken.

4- photographs are taken of individual Superstructure with Scale
Stick and number plainly visible

5- The recorder then draws a plan and section. This description |
have taken as an example, the same procedures with the necessary
variation can be applied to other cemeteries, on tomb card to a scale of
1.25.

6- The recorder draws each offering pot on the tomb card to ascale
of 1 5, noting the following points:

A Wase slip, painted or incised decorations etc.
B Position of offering in relation to the superstructure.
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7- The offenng pots are marked (in Chinagraph) as follows:- 450
(Cemetery No.) 9 (Grave No.) | (Cat. No.) .

450

9-1
8- The pottery is removed.

9- After all such surface recording is completed, the workmen re-
move the superstructure, disclosing the mouths of grave pits. The
numbered stone marking each burial is placed at the top right hand
corner of the grave pit.

10- General photographs are taken of cemetery when all the su-
perstructures are removed.

11- Skilled workmen then clear rhe grave under the direct supervi-
sion of individual recorders, who note on the card such details as type
of filling, etc.

12~ When the grave is Cleared and its contents dislosed, it is
photographed with Scale Stick and number plainly showing.

13- The recorder draws the plan of the grave and the contents to a
Scale of 1. 25, inserting it in relation to the superstructure already
drawn on the tomb card.

14- The recorder removes the objects, one but does not disturbthe
skeleton. As each object is removed, he numbers it (with chinagraph)
and marks his tomb card drawing with the same number, showing its
position in the grave.

15- As each object is removed from the grave, the recorder draws
it to scale on the tomb card: pottery at 1.5, Beads and smaller objects
at1.2or11.

16- When all objects are removed, the skeleton is examined, and
general information such as sex, age, etc. marked on the tomb card.
The skull is removed for measurement, and if it or other parts of the
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skeleton show features of anatomical importance, they are preserved
Otherwise, they are left,

Note- Information of anatomical detail 1s not recorded on the tomb
card, only Sex, age and general Observations.

17- After the removal of the skeleton and remaining objects which
may be found below it, the sand deposit is Sieved.

18- The orientation of the graves is taken by compass and the plan
on the tomb card is marked by a large arrow drawn straight straight
through it

19- When all graves have been recorded, the Surveyor makes a
map of the position of each number stone has been placed at the the
right hand corner of each grave,

20- When this work is completed, he will presenta map, on Tracing
paper or hnen (Scale 1 25) consisting of numbered dots

Then placing each individual tomb card under ite cormesponding
number, the card can be twisted to its correct onentation and the plan
traced onto the map Only the tomb plan and the skelelon are shown
on this general map of cemetery

Recording at the base camp:-

The four essential records which must be kept on a day- today basis
are-

1- The Diary which must be written up at the end of each day of ex-
cavation by the Darestor. For this purpose, each member of the expedi-
tion will give him the tomb cards and field notes that he has made dur-
ing the day. From thns materal he will compile a short account of the
progress of the work, and his observation and conclustons .

2 - Pottery reguster (In duplicate) with each pot typed according to
the corpus. It 1s always the duty of the archaeologist in charge of this
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section to keep it up to date by adding any new type which may occur.
The pottery of the Corpus is drawn to a scale of 1.5.

3- Object register (in duplicate). With this is included a bead cor-
pus, which again can be bassed on the existing corpus previous
archaeological work in the site.

4- Photograph register and the attachmend of the relevent photo-
graph (when painted) to the back of of the tomb cards.
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