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would have elected you and sent you to represent us in Khartoum. They did not
want to go to parliament, they were happy in their villages and tribal abodes
nothing that happened in Khartoum made much difference to them "(Dodds-
Parker: Interview:1979). 1979
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A Bird Eye View on The impact of the Traveler,
Wonderer, Migrant, A’Arab Trader on Islamic
history: with Reference to the Funj. Has the
Historiography of the Traveler/ Invader etc., made

History"”

This paper is dedicated to the Memory of my mentor and
friend the late Mohammed Ibrahim Abu Salim. 4de & das

K.M Safwat.

31 Anchor Court, York Place
St. Clements, Oxford, 0X4 1aA
‘Telfax: 00441865 251195

Email: ksafwat2001@yahoo.co.uk

Introduction: Alternate concepts to the Predominant

Stereo-Typical concept of the Traveler:

Having been at cross road since time immemorial, the Sudan
HOSTED successive waves of travelers, itinerant and migrant
GUESTS and \or settlers, from as far as the Horn of Africa, the
Iberian Peninsula , Afghanistan, Hungary and Bosnia Herzegovina
and other Balkan societies Kurdistan, Turkey, North Africa, the
Arabian Peninsula, India and Egypt. Each of these waves left some
impression on at least the complexion of the Sudanese. This is

(1) This paper is in COPYRIGHT. No reproduction of any
part or central idea in this paper may be taken
without the permission of Ibn Battuta Publishing
Centre. Major Parts of this paper are published in a
work entitled ‘Variations of Oriental and Occidental
Despotisms’ .
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noticeable in the way in which the Sudanese identify themselves or
each other to date as BLUE, GREEN, YELOW and RED'". Each of
these colors continues to in turn be loaded with historic, cultural
insignia and above all the competing claim to prior settlement
pnvnleges“’ One of the relatively recent apparitions of the Traveler,
itinerant, mlgrant trader groups posited observable numbers and
cultural parts in the Funj'”. The Funj Sultanate became, compulswely
HOST to some of the above groups between the end of the 15"
century to 1821. One of those waves expressed itself in the Sufist
traders, the second in the Hamaj and the third in the mainly western
European forengn scenario of travelers, discoverers, adventurers,
mercenaries etc™®.

I have attempted to imply that the GUEST travelers, itinerants,
explorers traders turned ruler par excellence can sometimes be
variations on each other. Arguing for the need to articulate a
culturally specifically- informed paradigm 28 4ua suad (o Huay b
<8 it is essential to, therefore attempt- out of academic frustration
3SY 4l < to coin, define, and redefine corresponding concepts for
analyzing the Funj with a view to understandmg that society and
perhaps, by implication similar HOST societies®. By trying to re-

(1) This rainbow of colour continues to inspire poets
and lyricists to date _iwl jiadl jead 434S Jleally CoZSH ol 5 sx0d
WL 8 S 5 saall o oy ol g 590 BV ol CaS(s)BalY oo i) Giu )

S agall

(2) This rainbow of colour continues to inspire poems
and lyrics .ol 3 ) sieel il jaal 43S Jleally CRESH al ) i3l
S5 WU 30l o ok ol ges (99 (33 aladly (RS (s)aaY

(3) A0 5zt P aned o AAUD g Aaall g Zpdlally y B (Sagudl o gll 5 5laS
Uiall 535080 5 oo NS Jab 9 ol &y 9 Foad) 5 508l yoliadl yiasdia o 5 pasaa
3 ol 5 ALY (e Al Agel 550 0 B Can e Las Jaill 53y (8 s 3 il 5

S AN e galadl

(4) More of the above GUESTS continued to follow untll
the middle of the 20th century. GUESTS continued
during the last half of the 20th century to the third
millennium in the form of so called expatriates,
skilled labour, NGOs, UN peace keeping troops etc.

(5) To do so this paper has drawn on prior research-
carried out in English and Arabic— based more on
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and their counterpart the Bedouin, the nomad, the A’Arab define the
above, the discoverer, the explorer, the missionary and sometimes the
archaeologist and the way in which the above impacted on the HOST
society may help to construe and perhaps make possible an objective
analysis of that society.

I argue that the predominance of the stereotype concept of the
NOBLE SCHOLER traveler seems to render the concept exclusive to
the later at the expense of other methodological inroads and venues
into a clearer view of the impact of certain traveler, itinerant, migrant
Bedouin, trader GUESTS on the HOST society. The most and
perhaps best known definition applied to the traveler has and
continues to be that of the curious individual or scholar who seeks to
satisfy his curiosity by the noble pursuit of ‘discovering’ new people
their culture and habits and lands to the benefit of knowledge.

Certain travelers have been known to be self-seeking and pursue their
own personal agenda so to speak. There were notorious travelers and
explorers such as the Napolitano Portuguese Christopher Columbus
who, armed with the Book of the great Moslem traveler, explorer,
geographer Al Edreessy ¥ in his pocket, “Discovered” the so-
called “New World”, in 1492, precisely the same year Granada, the
capital of the last Andalusian city states. Conniving on the fact that
the new world was neither new nor undiscovered, neither did the
peoples of those lands wished to be “discovered”, the truth that the
Americas were visited by the Chinese maritime fleet lead by Zheng
He, a Moslem Mongolian, called the AGHA ADMIRAL, 70 years
earlier, has and continues as is not usually expected-been deleted
from the European Official narrative. Another not unknown story to
the effect that the Phoenicians have landed on the shores of the
“Americas” much earlier still, was equally connived upon. However

digression and footnotes and reading the unsaid and
unwritten. The latter, with genuinely honest research
finings (particularly by Abu Salim’s, O'Fahy’s ,
Mustatfa Awad al-Said and others to whom this work
is indebted, provided insight and raw material for
examining Sudanese reality on the ground in a manner
this may probably not have been possible.

-99.



Columbus became the icon of the “AGE” of the so-called “Great
Geographic Discoveries”.

There, accordingly, exit further definitions of the concept of traveler
as discoverer, missionary, archaeologist and above all volunteer in
mercenary troops. Of the latter the Mutatawwi’ayine (x> skiall, have,
for instance, been effective actors in the Arabian Peninsula and the
Middle East, since the inception of the Islamic expansion to the rise
of the Islamic states. Following the end of the last Islamic conquest
and the drying up of booty the Mutatawwi’ayo’un turned renegade
&35, As such they subsequently became functional in accelerating
the untimely collapse of the reign of Al Rashidyne to herald the
Umayyad dynastic succession.

The Western European travellers, the adventurer migrants, Bedouins
can be analogous with the latter in so far as the difference between
them may be a matter of degree. Alternately, the concept of some of
the Traveler, Ja itinerantsJ! s> wonderer«34¥! <l s» and trader Sufist
Formalist Malikite Moslem scholars and trader can comparatively be
qualitative. Variations of the latter appear to have descended on the
Funj Sultanate at the end of the 15" beg of and 16" century from
various parts of the domino-effect-like collapse of the Islamic
Empires. The latter development seem to have heralded the process of
Islamizing and Arabizing the Funj, merely 6 years following the fall
of Granada, capital of the last Andalusiam city states. Cultural
Survivals from the decaying phase more than the Islamic hay days
were bound to find their way to the newly Islamized societies. The
chemistry of the above developments shaped the ascent of Sennar al-
Mahroussa w5 aall jlis,

The following discussion attempts to operationally examine
variations of the concept of traveler looking for and trying to identify
travelers whose endeavor sought the benefit of humanity and those
traveler who were not thus inclined. An overview of the context in
which the Funj became HOST to some of the above GUESTS is
perhaps appropriate, to identify.
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Overview: Some of the Unique Circumstances that

impacted on Sennar:

The process of Islamizing the Northern kingdoms of Sudan was
comparatively relatively facilitated by "a unique set of economic and
social circumstances""". These unique circumstances heralded the fall
of “the sword of sid-al-qum ..into disuse” whereby the political and
military accomplishments of the last northern kings” were replaced
by submission to compulsive Abdallab patronage by most Funj petty
kings. Moslem, travelers, itinerants missionaries and traders have,
since at least the Baqt treaty Ll 33alas in the 9™ century between
Christian Nubia and her Northern Moslem neighbors through to the
12" century AD, have been noticed in observable numbers to
established their owns mosque and exact privileges from the
indigenous rulers. They continued to trickle down from the North and
the Arabian Peninsula along the Sahara and the Nile valley until the
15" and 16" century. In the 15" and the beg of the 16™ century more
‘Visible’ numbers of Arab and possibly Amazeegh-Bereber, Moslem
traveler\ itinerant trader\Bedouins/ nomads have been noticed.
Accordingly some scholars claim that Arab Sudanese ‘history’ began
in the early 15" century with the Islamization of Sennar'®,

As the Sudan came late to Islam and to Arabization, as it did, the
original Nubian population was not Islamized \Arabized until
relatively recently. Accessible important sections of some of the most
prominent tribal population like the Shukira were not Islamized until
the 18", It is however useful to remember that, for varying reasons
impressing themselves on ‘official” meaning written history, it was
almost always the elite who assumed the new religion. ‘Dominant
groups of converts disowned pre-existing spiritual allegiances’ a thing

(1) O'FAHEY, R.S5.0. (1970) States and State Formation in
Eastern Sudan:

African Studies Seminar Paper No. 9. Sudan Research
Unit Khartoum.

(2) As African history remains largely unwritten, except
through mostly Euro-centric eyes this is also true of
the Sudan. Most history of the Sudan has been
confined to identifying Sudan as an Islamic and Arab
society.
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which seems to have informed a process of re-writing official history
and the genealogy of the higher-ups and their allies. However, local
communities continued to remain inward looking and upholding their
tribal and quasi-Christian deities. It is worth noting that Sudan, as is
widely known, was not directly assimilated into Christianity either
until at least 500 hundred years following a compulsive fireman from
the Holly Roman Empire.

This is a point that cannot be over-emphasized; it is informed by a
cultural symptom or a function of uninterrupted continuity of -
pre-existing cultural traits. This uninterrupted continuity rendered
Islam in the Funj, like Christianity in Nubia, unable to make strong
headway except gradually at first. Islam continued, for a long time, to
coexist with pre-existing cults until the 18™ century and some say pre-
Islamic iconography is present to date. Those iconographies co-
existed with Islamic manifestations seen for example in the
ceremonial tradition of taking the newly married, the newly bom,
circumcised boys to the river and in referring to “the Mosque in
Berber for example as al kaneass” u«iS-meaning church'". Before
trying to identify the central variations of the main GUEST traveler,
itinerant, migrant trader etc., it is perhaps useful to trace the genesis
of the inception of the Islamized Funjite society, the latter being the
context or raw material for this analysis. Where have the ‘GUEST’
traveler\ itinerant \wonder \migrant traders come from? And who
were the GUEST cult representatives of the 16" and 17" centuries
Funj?

The Genesis of a variation on the “Exceptional” A’Arab:
A historian of the Majdhubyya Tariqa, one of the oldest in northern
Sudan, says: "al-Haj 'Isa b. Qindil..was a merchant in Darru who
used to trade within the Christian Ja'alyyin area and during one of his
trading trips he cured a mad daughter of a Christian king of
Kaboushiyya (near Shendi and North of Khartoum)(emphasis is
mine). Another story goes thus; Al Haj 'Isa, an Arab merchant,
married a woman from this Christian ruling class and the king gave

(1) Discussion with Abdel Magid Bashir al Ahmadi:
Khartoum: 2002.
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him the right to mediate between the people of Darru and the
Christian rulers.......Christian rulers began, at al-Haj'Isa's time(1470;

i.e. before the rise of the Funj Sultanate in 1504) to mobilize some of
the Arab tribes into their partisan political disputes.(emphasis is
mine).(That) gave (the Majdhubyya) family (descendant of Haj Isa) a
recognized social and religious status before the recognition of Islam
by political institutions (of the Funj)""). "Another (story) claims that
al-Haj'lsa (an Arab merchant).. in one of his commercial trips had
cured the mad daughter of the Christian king who gave him the girl in
marriage and a plot of land in Darru village and gave him the right to
mediate between the rulers and Darru's people” (emphasis is mine).

Other Arab Moslem dynasties subsequently arose, in pre-Islamic
Funj, from among the traveller, itinerant trader stock. Mustatfa
alludes to another Arab\Sufist trader dynasty Awlad Abdulla; Abdulla
was "Hamad b. Abdulla, the founder of al-Damer. Hamad b. Abdulla
was a religious man who isolated himself in al-Damer area for his
religious abode ... to which the Majadhib had moved from Darru as a
result of the natural diffusion of the segmentary tribal society into
multiple clans in every few generations.."” (Mustafa:51-3)(emphasis is
mine). The history of the Majdhubia Tariqa-like republic is important
in that it illustrates the central role of the advent Feki-type of
leadership the Fagqihs, Islamic scholars and visionaries _sas: (s ¢! sadl
and the functions they subsequently assumed. It also demonstrates
how religious personalities, according to Awad al-Sid Mustafa's
account of the Majdhubia rise to power, succeeded into economic and
political positions through their above role/functions even earlier than
the recognition of Islam in the Funj or the assumption of Islam by the
Sultan®

(1) Mustatfa Awad al-Said (1977) The Majdhubiyya Tariga:
Its Doctrine, Organisation and Politics. Msc Thesis.
University of Khartoum:pp:198-201.

(2) Mustafa:51-3.

(3) Awad Al-Said Mustafa: 1977: 50-1).
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Haj Isa and other itinerant merchants’ dealings-above all their
intermarriage with local petty Christian Kings and Princes- seem to
have revisited an age old tradition by which succession to state power
has and continues to be secured. This tradition apparently results from
what I call conquest by marriage &) 4« 3¢Y. Hussein Morrowa has
noticed a similar tradition in the Arabian Peninsula before Islamin
what he identified as treaties of implicit enfeeblement of the foe.
These treaties are known as Mu’ahadat al intifa’a sliki¥! Claalad(D),
Once the itinerant trader intermarries with the ruling classes, the right
to mediate between the people of Darru and the Christian rulers is
ensured. No sooner than this role is granted by the Christian king to
the Ja’alyeen,, al-Hag ‘Isa could lay down the ground for the future
dominance by such trading families over the indigenous population
and their rulers alike. Combining trade, agriculture to eventually
administer justice and build up towns and\or rejuvenate older ones by
trade and Islamic learning that scenario was inclined to hark back to
their Andalusian and Iraqi Abbasid forefathers’ city-dated based
social organization and administration. Thus the Arab Moslem
families were able to evolve into feudality-like dynasties or the other
way round, dynastic-like feudalities.

The relationship between these men and trade is undisputable and the
relationship between trade, trade routes, centers and wells along
caravan routes is clear in Mustafa's account of the emergence of the
Majdhubia as a leading religious and trading family who were also
historically responsible for the establishment of a town like al-Damer.
The latter stood as a leading trading centre while Shendi assumed, in
turn, a principal position in the wake of the 1659 and 1705-6 dynastic
schisms and population movement around the Meroe area (Mustafa:
1972) (Emphasis is mine). The combination of trade, agriculture and
religious activities and the convergence of additional tribal population
from the region by the Feki-type of leadership is evident in the

(1) Hussein Murowa:1979: Al Itigahat al- Madia fil al
phalsapha al-Islamia: (Materialist traits in Arab
Philosophy: Vol: I: 203.

Ok, Cag ALY ALl 8 okl A1 97255y pe Gasas
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subsequent 'typical’ development of the Majadhib. They “succeeded
in embracing in their movements tribal peoples from the northern and
eastern regions of the Sudan. "It is clear(from the Northern Majadhib
emergent feudal-like devolution) that the Majadhib were, as such,
both traders and religious men.. Both these activities were found in
the family since the days of al- Haj'Isa with agriculture which the
Majadhib practiced in the present position of al Damer town, Ras

al-Wady and in the area south of al Damer above the river Atbara."

(Mustafa:51-3).(emphasis is mine)

Movement of the Majadhib further along the Atbara river into the

Beia of the Red Sea area, had proved commercially convenient for
trade when "trade (in the 17th century) with the Arabian Peninsula,
India, and the Indies was carried on through the Red Sea port of

Suakin... and traders..from nomadic groups.. among them the Beja
became predominant by virtue of their strategic location between the

Nile and the Red sea;.."... (Niblock: n.d.:588).(emphasis is mine.
Other emergent feudatories can be seen among the Red Sea people,
the "Beja merchants with their long tradition of commercial expertise.
They “established residences on the Nile and swelled the population
of the new trading centers such as Berber and Shendi as well as the
older town of Arbaji.. ... There were about fifteen settlements of
autonomous Sufi commercial communities within the sultanate of
Sennar where trade and commercial activities were carried on at the
beginning of the 18th century, and these major ones were Shendi
Arbaji, Berber, Damer, Suakin, Wad Medani and Sennar itself."
(Niblock:nd:9)(emphasis is mine)

Note:

-The capacity of the Bedouin Beja to sustain both nomadic and
commercial life style.

-The combination of the Nomadic, urban trader characteristics of
those feudalities harking back to their genesis.

-How it is sufficiently clear that some of those itinerant merchant
traders resisted permanent abode until late into the 18" century and
when they decided to do so they chose ‘settlements’ within pre-
existing towns

-That some of those settlements eventually created the nucleus of new
towns.
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Considering that Berber, Suakin, Shendi and al-Damer came within
the area of influence of the Majadhib, it is possible to estimate the
influence of the Majadhib, commercial enterprise, enhanced by their
religious influence, particularly when we remember that, "In each
trading centre the merchants were well organized under the leadership
of a Sirr-al Tujjar a traditional entrepreneur chosen from among their
number..(worth noting is that,)..Some local rulers, moreover, engaged
in trade themselves" (Niblock: 9). It is useful to remember how
al-Damer had, through its initial foundation and rise into intellectual
religious and commercial importance, been associated with the
important a religious family of holy men of the Majadhib who were
also traders and agriculturists. The Majadhib were formerly and
initially itinerant traders who laid claim to a superior ideology by
which they exacted exceptional privileges from the Funj rulers. As
merchants they rose into religious leadership and assumed in the 18"
and 19" centuries the aura of 'folk heroes'.

The Stranger’s Aura of secrecy and Mystic at the Expense
of all else :

Most strangers, settlers, invaders etc have over the millennia been
attributed with or claim wisdom and or/ and form of holiness. As such
those men did not only overtake the Sultan’s trading and religious
prerogatives but could subsequently terrorize him> The Sultan and
small Funjite kings were brought into less than submission to the
HOST traveler, trader turned Sufist feudal ruler basing himself on self
styled religious and intellectual trading towns and cities. "The case of
(al-Damer) Berber (and Shendi) .. are illustrative (of how) the king
lost some or most of his authority to leading merchants..(who chose)
a leader from their own ranks..entitled sirr-al-tujjar" Ja3l s
(O'Fahey; 86-7). Manifesting a weight similar to that of the head of
the chamber of commerce and the Mufti all at once, this chief
merchant wielded tremendous power over the Funj rulers and the
Moslem and non-Moslem commoners and slaves alike. Like their
Funjite \ Abdallab Sufist Tariqa formations, some relatively more
advanced counterpart power and state formations drew on similar
claims. Indeed, except for the earlier Puritan Islamic state formation
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ending with the assassination of Uthman, Islamic state craft drew and
continue to draw on similar discourse. \
Note how wealth, and power manifest themselves, as they normally
do, made their owners invincible by an aura of secrecy and mystic.

With the loss, by the Funj kings of their political and economic
dominance "the government of the province had passed into the hands
of.. powerful religious trading families. Justice in Berber was
administered by a court of middle-class ulima, and the king had been
reduced to the role of process-server and chief of police.."(O'Fahey:
85-6).Such, it seems, is the end result of and ultimate role of the end
of cycle of certain dominant cult in history is reduced to a policing
role. From about the mid-17th century until the downfall of Sennar in
1821 society was dominated by the Fugara type of elites and their
counterpart the Ulema. Among both were found the trading
commercial elites who invariably established their own communities
Juxtaposed over the pre-Islamic or early Islamic days Fun;
principalities. This while the role of the Funjite Sultan and his
satellites became iconic.

As such the above phenomenon impacted on the Funj by modifying
society to accommodate the new cult. Even at its strongest, the
Sennar retained a remarkable degree of autonomy of the
Funj/Abdallab confederacy. The Funk was divided into provinces,
each province was ruled by a Manjil or king. The ‘Abdallab provinces
in particular, were subdivided into secondary kingdoms or Sheikdoms
with a ruler at the top commonly entitled Mek or king. These
kingdoms and sheikdoms in their varying levels, emulated the central
court of Sennar, where the Sultan was ruler above all kings and
sheiks, although, his maternal uncle, Sid-al-qum was more superior

than the sultan. "..the set of relationships that bound mek to manjil
was analogous to those that linked the provincial Funj lords to Sennar
and one description may serve for both." (Q'Fahey:1974:84). The

replication of Abdallab/ Funj entities was probably kept intact as a
result of what is identified as reducing society into the total sum or
the product of the struggle among the in-group higher-ups.
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The continued higher-ups in-group struggle is a phenomenon that a
more comprehensive study shows to clearly be a function of a
persistently perpetual pressure on society by outside waves of
itinerant, traveler, migrant and particularly certain identified and

operationally by this study as ‘Exceptional A’Arabs’. The Hamaj may
have been a strand of the latter. Hamaj factionalism apart,

inquisitions and retaliatory campaigns have been noticed by people
among the Itinerant Sufist communities and the Abdallab migrants on
the one hand. They have also been noticed between the latter and the
Funj Sultan and his petty kings and princes and Arbabs <L} on the
other. From the 18" century these phenomena marked the inception
of a long drawn decline of society.

The Suffocating Weight of the Western Academia on non

Western Research:

Arguing for the need to lift the weight of the western academic and
methodological straight jacket on non western research, it is essential
to try to articulate a culturally specifically-informed paradigm (= J3a
388 Apa pad 5 S UbY, It is equally essential therefore to attempt to
coin, define, and redefine corresponding concepts with a view of
understanding and analyzing the Funj society. To do so this paper has
drawn on more extensive research-carried out in English and Arabic,
based more on digressions and footnotes and unintended sub-texts of
the official text and reading the unsaid and unwritten. The latter
provided raw material for examining Sudanese reality on the ground
with reference to the nature of some waves of Travelers, itinerant and
migrant groups of individuals clearly present in the history of Sudan
since Mineh-Mines.

Examining the reality on the ground made possible the tentative
coinage of terminology with particular emphasis on operationally
defined concepts 45} jal iy =5 for the analysis of those groups hence
of society since the Dynastic Nile valley. The alternate Arabic terms -
not literary translated from English concepts wsl s aliadi ciasl jall

daa jidll throughout the text body are deployed with a view to airing
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them out during the discussion‘”, as much as to establish the rightful
appearance of Arabic citations and comments in the main body of the
text and in the footnotes'® in the same manner alternating western
languages are present in one single work. As the scope of the paper
will not allow defining all the concepts mentioned above, the main
and more reoccurring ones are discussed below. Before doing so
there, as is perhaps to be expected, seems to exist a slight
problematic:

Methodological Problematic:

Can exposure to the periodic waves of GUETS inform the resistance
to the incoming ideological and cultural influences? Or have those
waves enriched society just the same? Or indeed is a combination of
both, notwithstanding reoccurring strife, perhaps responsible for
producing such culturally colorful and equally problematic Sudanese
paradigms?

This discussion draws on continuous research that seeks to contribute
to recovering the case of the Sudan from the footnotes of Ancient
and modern imperial history, and place it back in the main body of
the wider flow of human history while preserving its identity,
originality and particularity . Accordingly this paper tries to articulate
a paradigm by which a certain period in the history of the Sudan
exemplified in the Funj Sultanate account, can be re-read and
possibly re-written. Despite that this is not an attempt to narrate the
story of the Funij, it is perhaps useful to take stock of facts such as
that:

() T have relied for transliterations of Arabic names on
a number of Arabist authors and on specialized
dictionaries. Otherwise as with some English
definitions, I have tried to coin concepts to the
benefit of a coherent language of analysis.

(2) This is consciously done with a similar objective to
that where, European languages, French and German for
instance, appear in English text and the other way
round.
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-the Funj society seem-at various times in its life span-to have
covered a geographically fluctuating area and a shifting population. T
-this is not un- similar to the case of Sudan since time immemorial to
--This might have always rendered Sudan vulnerable to the
marauding Bedouin A’Arab, from the prestine to the capitalist and
post capitalist adventurers etc. %

As this climate is not unusual, the Funj was, in the universal flux of
things Funj, bound to be engulfed from without by the Islamic
Eastern and Western Empires and experience further natural and
social upheavals in the form of erratic behavior of rivers and dramatic
shifts the population as a result and the shift of power sites expressed
in:

-centrifugal aldll 571 Al e biualldgay 3 L 50=

-centripetal migrations s sl Aabull (il ga die o Adabll S ja 5233 saeld
luey ey duSlaall 5 jagdl 35S 5al

More over and equally pressurizing was the reductive theoretical
approach in the analysis of the Funj. Like all other Arab and Moslem
counterparts, the Funj has been bedeviled by Eurocentric often racist
approach and by ethnocentric bias. Methodological enterprise is
further complicated by the presence of a state of what I define as
NOMADIZATION of place and time creating a tremendous historic
flux. This flux tends to often express itself in what can be termed as
the nature of long span innovations, borrowing, at the expense
recreating cultures and re-distribution. By the same token outside
cultural and religious influences can as well confront protracted
resistance. Waves of GUEST travelers and A’ Arabs and Trade apart,
resistance to interact with the outside world, have often been seem to
create the chemistry of stagnation, isolation and herald decline. The
pre-conditions for strife, ‘inquisitions’ and retaliatory campaigns may
have either been a symptom of:

-The overtaking of the history of the central state by the Hamaj
faction and similar factions’ narratives.

- The rise of indigenous groups the “‘Arbab” type at the expense of
others
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- the eventful rise and fall of the state to one power claiming group or
the other as has been noticed by people over the millennia.

- In-group struggles as no less a variation on earlier ones. Such
in-group struggles have been noticed to stand tantamount to a
self fulfilling prophecy.

Central Definitions:

The Funj has been recognized by the predominance of
migrant/itinerant/ marauding Sufist power individuals and groups that
played a central role in shaping their time as well as the physical
space around them. It is argued that the latter succeeded by
implication to restructure the relatively recent Sudanese societal space
since the beginning of the 15" century and thereafter. This discussion
argues that the majority of travellers-especially western European
travellers were adventurer migrants, Bedouins and A’Arabs. A’Arab
does not necessarily correspond to pristine desert Bedouin\ nomads
etc. It is argued that there are desert Bedouin\ Nomad and A’Arab and
sea counterparts 4ial 8l ad 9 jadl ol 21 known since written history
began, relatively recent ones of which can be traced to the Vikings
and Melanesians'"), There are urban nomads and Bedouins who
initially resist settlement in the HOST society to eventually settle
down like the Funjite Sufist trader categories eventually creating the
great urban dynasties in Al Damer and Shendi etc referred to above.
There are urban nomads and Bedouins who expediently seek abode in
HOST societies and continue to resist settlement, such as the Beja and
probably the Shukria until relatively recently.

Mineh, himself a virtual Bedouin resisted settlement in his journey
North along the Nile Valley all the way from the Horn of Africa,
where the mountain clouds thunder without raining. He might or
might not have preceded Thebes, since a Thebes was claimed to have

(1) The British Isles culture and people, for instance,
are a function of layers of invasions across harsh
water/weather and land expanse evidenced in
settlements by the Vikings, the Normans, the Romans
overlaid on the Celtic counterparts.
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existed in the Horn area much as there was a Thebes in Greece,
whence came the legendary ill-fated prince of Thebes Oedipus®. This
scenario has not prevented claim to a more recent Thebes in the
United States either. A few towns seem to evidence certain
occurrences such as the migration of the potato-starved Irish and
Scots serfs and slaves during the mid 19" century famine. Other
towns have been sacked by the Mongols who swept everything in
their way. In the same manner the itinerant traders from the far east to
Europe and the other way round initiated the rise of towns along the
Silk Road. Similarly the expansive migration of the ‘Barbarians’-
meaning the Amazeegh of North Africa-following the fall of the
Andalusian city-states noticed up the Nile might explain Berber
names much as the institution of the ‘Arbab’ k% might have been
revisited by remnants of its counterpart the Abbasid institution of the
Mamluks of Iraq where form came some of the forefathers of the
Bagara of western Sudan according to Hassan Abdel Magid, and
wherefrom at once came the pacifist Sufist, the Arakyeen xS of
the Gazira area, according to Mohammed Safwat

The difference between the concept of Itinerant, Migrant, ‘Traditional
A’Arab” and what I define as “exceptional A’Arab” traced to the
above earlier research findings show a difference of quality not
necessarily of quantity. Accordingly, difference between the first
dichotomies Wi is put more to a question of degree than to a
quality. Conversely, the difference between Bedouin and what is
identified as ‘traditional’ A’ Arablwatill i 29 and that between
certain historic A’arabs such as those identified as “Exceptional
A’Arab’ osiiiuN) o sYlis essentially a difference of both degree and
of quality. Compared with the ‘Traditional A’Arab’ the former
pronounce adamant resistance to settlement or continue to settle
expediently, remain on transit or indeed more importantly merely
settle by DEFAULT S50, In the following I shall briefly identify

(1) velikovsky Y, E. (1976) Oedipus and Akhnaton : Myth
and History. London

(2) The above is an ancient variation of the Exceptional
A’Arabs. But globalization seem to have bread a
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each of the above concepts, related ones and\or those that may
comprise a sort surplus conceptual value (Staggha UGl (aild of the
central concepts-so to speak. Most of those concepts figure through
the discussion as categories of analysis. As such it makes it

imperative to identify and qualify them as Operational definitions,
thus forgoing their abstract definitions herein. The operational

concepts are essentially drawn from the raw material informed by
digressions and the unwritten narrative so to speak.

I-Itinerants’ narrative as Official History at the expense of

The Popular Narrative:

Most of written hence ‘Official’ history has hitherto almost invariably
gone down as the narrative of the itinerant, traveler, adventurer
invading rulers since Mineh-Menes, Ulysses, Moses, Alexander,
Jesus, the Moguls etc. It seems to be in the nature of things that the
invading traveler ruler writes his history over the history of the pre-
existing HOST society. Nubian \ Sudanese indigenous history figures,
if at all, as a footnote in the invading traveler ruler Official History. It
is perhaps the connection with Mineh, the age-old traveller-who came
from the Horn of Africa” to unify the upper and lower Nile valley
kingdoms and take Thebes his capital circa 3000 years BC-that
rendered Nubia herself a footnote in the history of the dynastic Nile
valley. When discoverers, archaeologist, adventurers and self-seeking
historians ‘posthumously’ re-wrote, so to speak, the history of the

modern day variation one of which can be seen in the
Senegalese migrant laborers who compared to the
Bangladeshi traveler migrant labor, refuse to reside
in one place in the west. They are reported to chose
to roam around expressing a manner of life. They end
up or plan to end up back in their home country. This
a phenomenon that beguiles the western concept of
traveler as the westerners reserve for themselves the
claim to be travelers, they deny everyone else the
luxury of the urge to travel in high life traveler
style.

(1) BERNAL, Martin  (1991) Black Athena; the Afro-
asiatic Roots of
Classical Civilization: Volume I: the Fabrication of
Ancient Greece: Vintage : London
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Northern Nile valley, Egypt became the genesis of the history of the
Nile valley at the expense of the South, and the whole of Africa. But
while that history became the history of Egypt, Egypt had not existed
by such name until much later. Egypt however gave that name to a
discipline; Egyptology, making Nubia-if at all-a mere sub-text of the
fabricated narrative'". It is useful to remember that Egypt was not
expediently only ‘whitened’. The Nile Valley and particularly
Egypt’s history had to, in addition, be written in a manner that would
not disprove the dictates of the so-called Enlightenment ‘secular
dichotomies 41,58 <hiliand more importantly not to contradict
the teachings of the Western church®.

A b s W pain oy S0 458 S5 B see g Al o S Lo i S (1)
Salibi, (g)ohd e JuS s Lppal pid Qe Jud (4 e 4l
Kamal: 1978:The Bible Came From Arabia: Jonathan:
Sy 9. 15-14: a2l 3y 3l e Sita 31,0 1978 : be Cape: London
nie Sy Las Ads 53y 5 paninen (gl CulS 5 Aaligh CMad) B L) a¥) Vg iSa
R BV R BN T R S P Y (T) B RET S T CB
el Al gy Upray o> 9 40l 8 s'Little EQypL iseal juad cauwsla 5 L2
e L Al Y g U land o L

(2) While the origins of the Funj and the concomitant
brief remained hitherto connived upon, the Hamaj
runaway splinter kingdom disagreed upon their
definition among historians and the history of pre-
Islamic Funj remained mystified, the Catholic
church was similarly suffering divisions, the most
serious of which was the split of England from the
Papacy and it was looking for a theory to prove
that the world was flat. The year 1600 that saw
the so-called Renaissance in southern Europe
inspired in Venice by Andalusia. That because
Venice, having been a main trading port with the
eastern and western Islamic Empires became from the
12th to the 14th century a virtual Andalusian
colony. Notwithstanding that Michael Angelo was
painting the Mona Lisa and Shakespeare was writing
the Merchant of Venice and Othello etc, the church
executed Copernicus and the Vatican tried Galileo
Galilee, while Arabic the language of Culture and
Science was forbidden to learn. A list of
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Archaeologists, writers and historians have, like forensic specialists,
continued to seek, having believed, that the evidence on the presence
of society is marked by the central power seat apparitions. The latter
expressed themselves in self glorifying pyramids, cemeteries and
courts, temple and stelae. Those self glorifying euphemisms made
possible accepting the inclusion of the latter in the celestial heights of
the universally glorified immortals at the expense of the vilified
mortal commoners. By that history, having continued to remain
official history, writing popular history became anathema. History
remained in the chests of men and women. Most official history had
remained in the chests of men and women. Writing as such and the
alphabet are a relatively recent phenomenon. Putting history to paper
has been to some ideologies a sacredgious exercise. The old testament
scribes, inherited an age-old inhibition of putting word to paper until
the apostle Paul or Saul, him being a nomad,and here after.
Objectively speaking’ little Islamic history in general was actually
written until the late Ummayyad period, and the first historic works
proper were only compiled in the early Abbasid Iraq.”(" Stone
monuments and stelae and royal papyrus transmitted history remained
for a long time the task of specialise individual men and women
through the tradition of memory of successions traced back to
NOMADIC people more than to sedentary populations.

The urban societies written history was more prone to be written or
engraved-on-stone tablets or papyrus thus the latter became the

records of the substantive and religious rulers, generals and priests.
Thus the history of the Nile valley became the history of kings and

queens-particularly such as the shepherd Hayksos kings, = sS:¢)\S
sle ) 4 sldll-and the Ptolemaic descendent of Alexander, the most,

Nomadic wondering general of them all. This racist history of Europe

could find it in its heart to identify with such characteristic since most

of the ruling elites were wonderers, adventurers, the itinerant and the

classified Arabic books and material was kept in
the Vatican and continues to be until 1991,

(1) Crone, Patricia:1980: Slaves and Horses: The
Evolution of he Islamic Polity:P3.
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desert and the sea fairer to the exclusion of all else. That sort of
history can perhaps easily posit a variation on Tabakat wad Deiyfalla
Al i 35 <lishs or indeed “who’s who” of international personalities
for that matter.

Informed by exclusion, the above exercise has been noticed to draw
on and base itself on close-ended concepts created and continue to
create intrusive terminology of a fabricated narrative to the benefit of
archaeologists, traveller, migrant, Bedouin nomad adventurers and
missionaries and by implication rulers. This exercise made easy the
closure of the Nile valley history off to a fabricated narrative once
and for all not only at the expense of the precarious X Group or
Suba/Alwa or Makruwa or even at the expense of Napata Nubia/
Meroe alone but at the expense of the recently ‘discovered’ a history
of the Sudan and by implication the entire African history and the
history of humanity that spans 300 hundred thousand years back.
Such history that spans 300 hundred thousand years is bound to:

- put the enlightenment dichotomies in a nun shell
- render Darwinism and etc redundant
-lay most other mythologies to rest

II-The Itinerant Mutatawwi’ayine, Arbab\ Mamluk
institutions:

Going back to the central concept, both the institutions of the Arbab
and the Mamluk seem to be informed by the insignia of an alien
Bedouin/ A’Arab military elite. It is argued that they, more often than
not, came from “exceptional A’Arab” stock. It is argued that the
Kharijites g '3, the Buyids ,4&W heralding the Mamluks and the
Mutatawwi’ayine (s shiall are variations on the ‘Exceptional
A’Arab’ theme. All three are characterized by some of the most
central tendencies in common. The first two were likely to have had
what can be identified as a resilient component of the “Exceptional
A’Arab’. Variations of the two became functional in the demise of the
Abbassid and Ayuobites and the Farimytes etc. The Mutatawwi’ayine
became functional in th assassination of Uthman 43 & .. thus
ending the reign of Al Rashidyne and heralding the Umayyad
dynastic successions. It is useful to remember that rarely paid” the

-116-



Mutataww’ayine (xshkialiwere “irregular volunteers for the duration
of a single campaign in which non-Arab converged”. They “usually
found their reward in plunder™" which I argue was to the peril of the
burgeoning Islamic state. The Mutataww’ayine, eventually brought

about the demise of the later.

The above assumption needs more intensive research but suffice it to
say here and now that variations of The Mutataww’ayine continue to
reappear over history. Some of the most ominous variety of the
Mutataww’ayine have, for instance, been suggested to register
overwhelming presence, for the first time, in the Arabian Peninsula
and the Middle east at the end of the Great Islamic expansion during
the reign of al Khulafa’a al Rashidyine ¢uadi_l s Wi The non-Arab
volunteer-Mutatawwi’ayine-factions became prominent by the
beginning of the reign of Mu’awiyadssixa, And no sooner than
Mu’awiya secured the Bia’a, following one of if not the most
controversial successions in the history of Islam, than another faction
or variation on the Mutatawwi’ayine became dominant, particularly
during the Marwanids &l reign.

This concept is exceedingly vital in the understanding of some of
the operatives on the present ‘Globalized’ scene. One of their
most characteristic complexion is that they may become a power
behind the scene leading to what may amount to creating a virtual
state within the state. But they do not create an independent state.
However, most of the exceptional A’arab tribes and sects like the
- Mongols such as “the barbarians of central Asia (who) fought
their civil wars before the conquests and arrived with state
structures; typically, their organizations thus endured” while the
Biblical-Old testament-counterparts claimed to have resolved

() patricia Crone: 2003: Slaves and Horses; the
evolution of the Islamic polity:P:38.

(2) I have relied for transliterations of Arabic name
on a number of Arabist authors and on specialized
dictionaries.
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their differences and established their mythical tribal kingdoms.
Alternately, most of the Arab and Moslem counterpart tribes
have, seemed by comparison, to have fought their civil wars but
failed to create enduring institutions'".,

III-Have Variations of the Mutatawwi’a\ “exceptional

A’Arab?” created pre-conditions for in-group struggle?
The early migrant A’ Arabs and settlement-resisting Bedouins have
been known to exist in the Arabian peninsula until the rise and
expansion of Islam> Some of them have been seen to wield
tremendous power but continue to stand like the Kharijits outside and
superior to the state without seeming to create their own state. While
those who over the millennia succeeded in grafting their institutions
out of the womb HOST state, the above clung, in the best manner,
unto the HOST institutions to the peril of the the powers to be and
their state formations®®. Earlier variations of the category of the
Mutatawwi’ayne have been noticed in the Dynastic Nile Valley
expressing themselves in factionalism leading to breaking society up.
The principalities of the Delta city states or the nomadic Nubian
semi-independent rudimentary states tended to multiply to an
astronomical 45 kings in 104 AD during the period of state decline.
Relatively more recent variations on the Hamaj faction seem to
continue to periodically reoccur. In need of yet more extensive
research, variations of the Exceptional A’ Arabs contemporary to
early Islamic developments, can perhaps be looked at in the light of

(1) patricia Crone: 2003: Slaves and Horses; the
evolution of the Islamic polity:P:38.

(2) Variations of the Mutatawwi’ayine seem to have been
present throughout unwritten history. Not
surprisingly , their successor; the European
archaeologists, discoverers, explorers colonialist
to Non-governmental Organisations, NGOs, UN and
International as well as so-called co-collation
troops or mercenary counterparts or for that matter
multinational corporations manifest themselves in
variations on the above Mutatawwi’ayine.

-118 -



the period of Conquests ‘Zaman Al Fotuhat’. It is, however,
suggested that the ‘exceptional A’Arabs’ can posit or activate
seemingly contradictory processes that apparently:

-create irreconcilable polarisation of the rulers and the ruled
- the above polarisation might inspire a the rise of burgeoning
INDIGENOUS mediating ‘class’.

-create ‘mediating’ virtually ALIEN pseudo class between the above.
The latter has been known to fall short of actually satisfying the
conditions for the fruition of mediation between the two ‘original’
alternating classes-in-themselves.

-Being ALIEN that ‘class’ tends to sustain in-group struggle by
diluting and \or pre-empting potential class distinction. That “class’
are likely to create a perpetual condition of theoretical and
organisational indecision or CHAOS.

~ the above indigenous ‘social category’ may seem to operate as
a class-in-itself, in that:

-~ a- It has been noticed to inform a rise of a creation that
remains in flux.

- b- it may never actually rise to any higher stage of itself.

- C-Itis more likely to digress to the point of disappearing
and\or mutates into a sheer distortion of itself.

This social category periodically degenerated leaving, if anything,
nothing, more than what is tantamount to a virtual scarecrow 4s1
image of itself behind. Not withstanding that some members of the
above social category have been noticed in the Funj for instant, to
seem “well nourished”, achieve "a well-to-do status with a middle
class style of life, clean and robust, clad in white, bearing on the back
a great straight sword in the form of a cross”, but that ‘middle class’
showed no "possession of monetary or capital power". It is interesting
how individual members of this virtual ‘class’ seem to reappear, with
a well-to-do status and all the rest, but their overhead is admittedly
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"nil .their profits are very small but their sobriety is provincial and
...they achieve an honest well-to-do status, very rarely wealth."
(O'Fahey:100). However, what seems a ‘new’ variation on that class-
in itself might possibly rise but the new versions-such as the ‘Arbabs’
and the likes-are likely to become open appendages to the rulers at the
expense of the ruled. And as such they become increasing and
progressively more dispensable. There descendant counterparts
continue to create the preconditions for nomadizing the ruled.

IV-Itinerant /Migrant Mutating to Feudality state Power
Groups:

The Itinerant/ Migrant Sufist trader/missionary has been known to
impart the pre-conditions for Nomadizing 253 (= 4353 population
and geographic power sites> They can be notices to impart similarly
itinerant/migrant cults to the HOST society. If it has become an
undisputed fact that the flipping of a Butterfly’s wings sends
vibrations in the Jungle of the Amazon, it is to be expected that the
presence of the new Traveler, Itinerant, etc., numbers are likely to
impact on an often apparently fragile HOST society’s ecology. When
the environmental and climatic factors are informed by the erratic
behavior of rivers and the unpredictability of the rain and unreliability
of harvest, the cult, accordingly, becomes itinerant /migrant. Gods,
deities and place names like Abha, Al kut, Bhabahba, Abri, Gerr, or
Gurr manifest a positive correlation with the movement of the
traveler, itinerant chroniclers of the Old Testament according to
Salibi’s account. Analogies can fairly be drawn between societies as
far apart in place and time as the middle and southern Nile Valley
soc(il&)aties and the societies in the Arabian Peninsula and Babylon
etc'”.

Traveler/ itinerant/ migrant people are bound to essentially nomadize
cults, cultures and sites. The Guardians and representative of
nomadized people base themselves on itinerant \migrant cults. The
Cult is held responsible for making the river flow and the rain fall in
season and the harvest forthcoming. The Cult Guardians and

(1) salibi, Kamal: The Bible Came from Arabia, 1987.
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representatives are held responsible for ensuring a fair price of corn
ol in the market. The Cult guardians will, by sometime in the
evolution\devolution of the HOST society, have transformed
themselves, as they were\are bound to do, into trading and tribute-
based “feudalities” or the other way round. They mutate from
nomadic trading families to urban Sufist Tariqas or other urban
deities with undisputable claims to superior ideology at the expense
of pre-existing indigenous ideology. The rise of the superior cult
seems to have been a function of Devolution to the local centers of
more power from the central state that had been noticed to “reach its
natural limits', This scenario is expressed in the Funj maxima
expansion giving way to forms of temporary feudalities or civil wars:
in the 1760's. This is not an uncommon and cyclical routine that can
be noticed in traveler\ itinerant based power formations more than
any where else.

As the Sufist tribal “feudalities” could by contrast lay claim to an
ideology superior to that of the Funj counterparts’, the Islamized Funj
Sultanate continued for a long time to cause the pre-existing narrative
to boarder on a mere footnote. Have this scenario caused actors in the
pre-existing society to be relegated to a “Hamaj” z=¢! status? or have
the latter, who might have been ‘royal hostage’ or Arbab, become
king-makers? King-makers continually appear, disappear to reappear
again. Emerging outside the parameters of the exiting ‘legitimate’
power groups those “illegitimate™ power holders are not unusual in
Sudanese, or indeed in most other counterpart society’s official and
unwritten history. They nomadize power and power seats from
Sennar to Lulu in probably he same manner the dynastic seats were
nomadized from Thebes to Memphis and from Memphis a\nd etc to
Thebes and from the latter to Tel-el-Amanra.

The presence of such feudality “superior communities” often
intensifies tribute extraction, increases pressure on tribute producers
leading to cyclical centrifugal migrations; away from the central
state’s power seats. Population, in addition, is compulsively
Nomadized as a consequence of monopoly over the administration of
Justice by the new superior community feudalities. Centrifugal
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migration erodes the opponent groups’, the opposition’s capacity to
falsify an alternative discourse\organization.

Migration from everywhere to everywhere depopulates the
adversary’s power base-formations. Monopoly over the
administration of justice becomes at once exclusive and vilifies,
stigmatizes adversaries terrorizing them to submission. A blackmailed
Funijite Sultan growled; “Beyond a site of unoccupied land and a
watering- hall for burial 1 want nothing”. It has however been noticed
that centripetal migration, following some of those peasant and slaves
uprisings that litter the history of the Nile valley, appear to have
apparently temporarily offered relatively better opportunities for the
rural displaced, the newly arrived in urban centers, particularly the
central capital.

Despite the apparent betterment of the lot of some migrants, periodic
migrations undermine the pre-conditions for the rise by any
indigenous pristine group into a higher version of itself. As
mentioned above, the latter may remain at best a pristine ‘class’ or a
‘class in flux’. As mentioned elsewhere, the ALIEN ‘class’
alternately tends to impact on HOST society by sustaining in-group
struggle. Sustained in-group struggle dilutes and \or pre-empts
potential class distinction. The impact of the in-group struggle on the
HOST society creates a perpetual condition of theoretical and
organisational insularity, indecision and \or CHAOS.

V- Resistance to state and ability to create state

Jformations:

Waves of itinerant traders, travellers and migrants have been noticed
to lead to remarkable reshaping of HOST societies’ population and
institutional fortitude'". Some of those Travellers, itinerants, migrants
have, since the fall of the great Islamic empires, both eastern and
western up to the North African Arab then the Berber-Amazeegh

(1) S.D.Goitein:1999:A Mediterranean Society:An
Abridgment in one Volume: Revised and Edited by
Jacob Lassner: University of California: L. Angeles
&London:37-38.
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&y B Jladll 4ol JiLd o) & 3LaY) kingdoms appear to have in the
‘A’arab’ variation:

-fought their civil wars before embarking on their calculated projects
of landing as GUESTS on respective HOST societies.

- have without establishing their own power institutions, the A’ Arabs
latch onto the Host society’s power structures.

- Have since the great movements in the pre-Islamic Arabian
Peninsula, seemed to have been able to fabricate powerful tentacles
that settle in the pores of the HOST society.

By comparison the Arabs and Moslem variation “had to fight one
civil war to device an organization, another to maintain it and a
third to prove it obsolete, all within some eighty years™"). By the
above token the organisations which the migrant trader Sufist A’
Arabs have drawn on, was likely to be;

i-able to survive in the Funj given that they have fought their civil
wars in North Africa since Al Murabiteen s sall etc., hence
might have brought enduring institutions with them. Or have

they?

ii-able to continue to resolve their differences out on the Funjite
plains in competition with the Funj Sultan, over resources, land,
water, slaves. The latter were not only insignia of power and a
medium of wealth but instruments of substantive pristine social
‘class distinction’ as well as a war machine and battle fodder.
Procurement of slaves intensified at periods of limitations on the
expansion of the system and expressed themselves in ;

a) centrifugal migrations due to 'discontent which was dissipated
through migration O'Fahey (1974). This development occurred at two
different points:

1- the near-maxima points in the evolutionary curve of the state rise
\and or fall. and

(1) Patricia Crone:2003: Slaves on Horses: The
Evolution of the Islamic Polity: London:.:P:29
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2- at the point where the system deflected giving rise to the
devolution of the local power centers,

3-the latter is suggested to express itself at the expense of the central
authority.

“...The system ..following the death of Muhamad al-Amin,
succumbed to civil wars which continued on local levels throughout
Sennar, as no individual or faction was strong enough or possessed
sufficient legitimizing charisma to re-establish a central authority.. the
Funj was naturally “unstable”. The “predominance of royalty..
depended upon a continual flow of booty from military expansion and
the successful resistance of Shandi may indicate that the Funj had
reached its natural limits."(O'Fahey:1974:100-4).(Emphasis is mine).
The maxima limits may be followed by of resulted from some of
those numerous peasant and slaves uprising. The system may seem at
this juncture to apparently temporarily offer a\s mentioned above
relatively better opportunities for some members of the ruled.
"Emigration offered an upwards mobility to the old peasantry but the
agricultural slaves imported to replace them formed an explosive
element. It was they and not the Turks who burned castles in the
Shaigyia country in 1821 and they might well have found occasion to
do so without foreign intervention".(O'Fahey:1974:104). There are
variations on the current genetically modified ‘technic’ color
‘revolutions’ as they seem to litter the extension of the former Soviet
Union and the Middle East.

It has been noticed by People everywhere that the instruments of
slave and peasant uprisinigs have very likely been employed by the
migrant trader Sufist A’ Arabs to usurp the HOST power groups and
or weaken them in alliance with the slaves and \or the impoverished
to the point of destitution ‘free’ tribute producers. The migrant trader
particularly the exceptional A’Arab has been known throughout un-
written history to have incited slave and popular uprising since the
Fitna that lead to the assassination of Uthman 45 &} 44 sand the
untime succession of Mua’wyia and the inception of the Sufyanid-41-
64 Higryia 661-64 AD. HOSTING certain variations of the A’Arab
has been known to create the precondition for both:
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-starving the commoner and the slave of his\her share in redistribution
to the point of famine which litter the history of HOST societies over
the millennia, according the Old Testament, Yusuf Ml 430

-degrade the collective capacity to innovate ideas and instruments to
organise against the rulers and their allies the A’ Aabs.

But that does not mean that all peasant and slave uprisings were
suspect.

V- Migration as class discontent Safety Valve:

Society seems to have reproduced and or rejuvenated itself by travel
movement of the population and migrations. Migration by
discontented Shaigyia or Danagla and the replacement of the
peasantry by slaves or by new recruits for the same regime, may
possibly indicate a form of horizontal mobility for some peasants and
slaves. But the developments accruing from migrations by the latter
cannot undoubtedly indicate the slightest change in the 'regime of
production’. Migrants continue to numerically replenish and\ or
materially and culturally augment society. But alternately; "Lower
class discontent is argued to have been dissipated through migration.
The society left behind, however, reclaims new recruits for the old
regime of production". This is the crux of the matter. It is not what
individual's manifest; it is what power they actually possess:
'middle-class style' is not middle class power. More important is that
the "old regime of production”; i.e., the pre-Islamized Funj regime of
production, which cannot by any standard be ascribed a bourgeois
society, seems to some writers to obtain until the 18" or even the 19"
century Sudan. (O'Fahey: 1970:102).Adams:1977 noted the above big
tribes pre-exited since the Nubian days. Where did the slaves come
from then?"" The reappearance of individuals with apparent “middle
class live style” as described above is perplexing but it is a recurrence
that may be explained in the light of the traditional predominant
regime of production more than in anything else.

(1) Adams , E. Y. (1977) Nubia : Corridor to Africa
London
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Mythology of Superior Cultural Attributes in the vacuum
Indigenous history'”.

The Funj witnessed a wave of GUESTS from the Beginning of the
16™ century, to the beginning of the 19" century. Two of the above
were \ are effectively recorded. But a third wave suspected to occur
between the 17" and 18" centuries remain hitherto rather mystified.
The novice Hamaj ‘Superior Communities’ seem to somewhat
simultaneously lay claim to power, tribute and cultic privileges. How
did they come to manifest characteristics of extra statal superior
communities almost or virtually overtaking the Funj and competing
with the Abdallab? By the 18™. Century the Hamaj turned into a
combination of both indigenous internal and external factions with a
capital at Lulu. As such they became observably powerful and
competed with the Abdallab\ ¥ Sufist-based Sir-al-Tujjar
‘feudalities.

Outside intrusion by multitudes of travelers, itinerants has
progressively weakened the Funj in at least two main historic GUEST
waves. Further external factors expressed themselves in periodic
_invasions, particularly by European variations of exceptional A’Arabs
seen in the adventurers, the missionary and the trader before the
inception of an even greater wave of ‘aliens’. That moment in the
development\collapse of the Funj was marked by a recurrence of a
second global expansion by the enterprising western European
exceptional A’Arab explorer, adventurer, pirate, missionary, Those
were responsible for the onslaught on the last of the Islamic Empires
euphemized by so-called reluctant colonialism 333all jlexiu¥), Their
troops and missionary is another variation of the traveler, itinerant
etc.

Subject to more Intensive Research Conclusion

(1) This paper was provided for by extensive research.
But considerations of space and the desire to allow
for feed back during the discussions, have called
for shortening the paper.
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Despite that this discussion is not about the history of the Funj it had
nonetheless had to try to recover the narrative from fabrications and
\or mystifications for the benefit of identifying societal reality and the
facts on the ground. The Funj of the 16™ century was taken as
example of a HOST society for variations of mostly ‘ALIEN’,
A’Arab, traveler, itinerant, migrant missionary, trader etc GUESTS.
The Funj is perhaps a case par excellence of a society turned inside
out by successive waves of ‘Alien’ itinerant, traveler, migrant,
A’Arab GUESTS, in the form of missionary and one of the earlier
forms of “Collision troops’ posited in the 1", Turkyia followed by 2™
Turkyia lead by Anglo-Egyptian troops with the objective of
“opening up the Sudan”. For what? The combined impact of some of
the above exogenous and endogenous waves have, among other
things, at one point, been, responsible for a couple of processes;

1- The process of Islamizing the Northern kingdoms which was
facilitated by a unique set of economic and social circumstances.

"Through a policy of Islamic orthodoxy, aggressive political and
commercial expansion and the extensive emigration of politically
dissatisfied elements, the northern kings were able to maintain and
even strengthen their position in an age of general decline" (O'Fahey:
1974:100). The influx of sufists and the official introduction of
society to Islam coupled with the coming of observable numbers of
Arabs to the Sudan marked a tremendous movement of genealogy
tracing most Northern and the Western tribes, or at least the leaders
of the latter to the Prophet's Uncle Abbas. Even the Sultanic unsab
Atbld CLaYI (genealogies) suddenly discovered a fact hitherto
unknown- they were Umayyad" (O’Fahey:85).Such was the
ideological blackmail of some of the entrepreneurial group which
introduced Sudan into Malikite formalist Sufist Islam. Despite that
the Funj Kings 'abandoned’ the use of 'blasphemous praise titles’ and
performed prayers in public, and 'renounced alcoholic beverages', as
“they sought to retain their judicial prerogatives by studying Islamic
law and becoming Ulima in their own right" and moreover, “joined
the Oorthodox Moslem merchant families in promulgating claims to
Arab origin, they nonetheless lost to the Ulima-type of groups.
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2- the process of effectively breaking up the Sultanate by the Hamaj
A’Arab faction, facilitated by another set of unique events informed
by the advance of the Kashif-like foot soldiers ahead of the 1
Turkyia troops from the North.

3-the process of weakening the sultanate from within by both the
Sufist Feudalities and the Hamaj sprinter faction which, like the
Abdallab Feudalities, succeeded in both establishing their own capital
at Lulu and infiltrated the power groups. The latter succeeded in
positing themselves as kingmakers and mediators on behalf of the
latter and were eventually instrumental in handing the sultanate on
behalf of Adlan to the 1%. invading Turkish troops. When Mohammed
Ali invaded the Funj in 1821, “most of the forests were cut down, the
palace was crumbling and the weak and nervous king was entirely in
the hands of his grand vizier," a Hamaj, (Moorehead: 1972:200).The
only option left for King Adlan and his cousin was to negotiate
capitulation"(Holt:1961:19).

4-There was, in addition, the process of the ‘Scramble for Africa’ by
waves of European travelers, discoverers, adventurer traders and
missionary. The process hastened the collapse of society and its
subsequently rigorous re-shaping .

Is there anything Unusual in the above?

This study had in its larger form argued that components of the
analysis above was likely to succumb or find itself compelled to fall
pray to the deceptive appeal of western ‘Grand Theories’. Reality
seem to have - for the past 500 years-been subjected to Eurocentric,
particularly Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-American and\or ethno centric
academia. This is the more reason that, as such it remains for the non-
western to lift the weight of the compulsive and selectively reductive
western, Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-American methodology that is
tantamount to a straight jacket on objective less biased research (s
Ayl Caadl malia o sia 43S, [t is only when selective reduction is
forgone, that analogies can be drawn between the rise of the
traditional traveler trader Sufist oligarchies into semi to supreme state
power through the administration of justice with more recent post-
traditional equally itinerant counterparts. It will also be possible to
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discern differences between the latter and variations of post modern
migrimt, itinerant, adventurer, predator investor counterparts.
Politicized ideology’s power politics has been noticed by people
everywhere to invoke claim to monopoly over interpreting and
administering ideology and or to ‘kill’ ideology by heralding ‘the
death of ideology and history on falsehoods that boarders on the likes
of the Book of Revelation under the banner of “democratizing the
Greater Middle East” or mis or re-interpreting the Sharia.

Finally:
This paper tried to identify, define and redefine the concept of the
traveler and related concepts with a view of articulating a paradigm
for the analysis and understanding of societies, exemplified in the
Funj. There are glimpses of an analogy with the last days of Al
Rashidine a¢ie & ), Those societies have played HOST for or
indeed compulsively ‘welcomed’ variations of GUEST travelers,
migrants and above all of A’Arabs. The latter have throughout history
imposed themselves on largely sedentary societies. Some variations
of those GUESTS continue to do so since time immemorial to
relatively recent up to present day time. Variations of the
Mutatawwi’ayine seem to have been present throughout unwritten
history. Not surprisingly , their successors, the European
archaeologists, discoverers, explorers colonialist as well as so-called
co-collation troops or mercenary counterparts and UN peace keeping
and International community troops. The Non-governmental
Organisations, NGOs, and multinational corporations seem to
provide apparently infinite variations. By the nature of the
development and persistent presence of the post-capitalist
Mutatawwi’ayine the latter appear to continue to inform seemingly
infinite variations. One of their variations expressed itself in ALIEN
mediating classes. Those classes can be traced to more recent
variations. They are noticed by people every where to provide more
ofa functlonal role in fabricating:
a buffer between the rulers and the ruled on the one hand than
- represent the ruled on the other.
- The above creation has more crucially been noticed to provide

cover or a smoke screen for the Exceptional A’Arabs’

institution , in much the same manner the so called neo liberal
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successors have become. The predecessor liberals have once
been and claim to or actually express themselves as mediating
classes ‘on behalf of the people.” Their successor have

mutated into the global trotter itinerant neo-liberals in the
service of the Neo-Cons.
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