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The Foreign Policy of Fatimid State
358-427 A.H. / 968-1035 A.D.

Ali Faisal Abdul - Nabi Al- A’miry
Summary :

The foreign policy subject is considered as one of the most important
subjects that reflects the power and strength of any state and the extent of
its effect on the foreign level, so the foreign policy reflects the strength of
the internal front, the state's firmness and its tenacity extent which make
it able to extend its political influence or authority and spread its
intellectual philosophy and ability to have firm and strong diplomatic
relations.

Fatimid State (296-567A.H.\909-1171A.D.) had suffered from the
indifference of many researchers who tried to reveal the characteristics of
this state in its political and cultural aspects for political and doctrinal
reasons, therefore; the history of this state is not clear enough and the
contemporary generations lack enough knowledge about the history and
the achievements of this state, in addition to their ignorance of its strong
relationships with the other political regimes and entities. So studying the
history of this state contributes in giving it its right and interest it
deserves so as to make use of the lessons and experiences that
synchronized it.

The study aims to discover the activity of the Fatimid State with the
other states and the political systems of the direct and indirect
connections with it, and to focus on the importance of its role on both of
the two Arab and Islamic levels, in addition to giving a clear image about
the extent of the credibility of its relationships with the other states and
peoples.

The study has encountered so many problems, at the beginning of
which is the subject's branching as it deals with regimes and people that
are different in their doctrines, traditions, attitudes and hopes.

It is divided into the preface, introduction, five chapters and a
conclusion. In the preface we talked about the Fatimid ancestry and the
stages of the rise of their state in Morocco till their movement to Egypt
and establishing their capital, Cairo, wishing through this preface to give
the reader a short explanation about the Fatimid in this field.

As for the chapters of the thesis, the first chapter dealt with the
Fatimid's conquer of Bilad Al-Sham and focused on the most striking
problems that encountered the Fatimid's leader Ja'efar bin Felah and led
to his political failure then his death. In this chapter we have explained
the most important hostile movements that stood against this conquer



such as Caramid's and Aftakin movements that the Fatimid policy
succeeded in repressing them after great efforts.

In the second chapter we have talked about the most striking local
forces that the Fatimid dealt with in Bilad Al-Sham such as Al-
Hamdaniyeen in Aleppo, Bani el -Jerrah in Al-Ramla, Bani Mirdas in
Aleppo after the Hamdaniyeen's fall in 392A.H.\1001A.D. The thesis has
devoted for each political entity an independent subject so as to explain
their political relationship with the Fatimid.

The third chapter talked about the Fatimid policy with the Islamic
eastern
States, in which the thesis considered the most striking states and regimes
that ruled in them such as Abbasid in Baghdad which Al-Bowahiyeen
controlled their political regime where the tension between Baghdad and
Cairo soared up because of the political and spiritual competition between
the two sides.

The thesis has explained that the strong relationship that connected
Al-Ghaznawiyeen with the Abbasid who were against the Fatimid policy
have blocked the way towards establishing strong relationships between
the Fatimid and Al-Gaznawiyeen.

The thesis studied the importance of the relationships that connected
the Fatimid with Bani Aqeel and their support and loyalty to the
Fatimid.This support has been varied according to the political conditions
that the political situation required. It referred also to the relationship
between the Fatimid and Al-Hijaz to emphasize its right in the leadership
of the Islamic world, in addition, the thesis has explained the Fatimid's
relationship with Yemen as it is considered one of the pillars of Al-
Essmayliya call.

While the fourth chapter has explained the Fatimid's relationship
with Bani Zeiri who were the subject of dependence, and clarified the
track of this relationship and its later changes toward the independence
tendency adopted by Bani Zeiri at last. This chapter has showed the
firmness of the Fatimid's policy against Abi-Rakwa's movement that has
waged war against them, and their success in defending them. This
chapter also studied the relationship between the Fatimid and Andalusia
and the struggle of the two sides to get political and spiritual power on
account of the other side, and dealt with the Fatimid policy towards Al-
Noba's inhabitants striving to protect the Moslems' lives and to ensure
their southern borders.

The fifth chapter studied the Fatimid's relationship with Byzantines,
focused on the Fatimid's role in fighting them, as they are considered the
enemies of Islam, and holding the peace and truce treaties between the
two sides, and referred to the double political-trade relationship between
the Fatimid and some of the Italian cities.



The Most Important Results That The Thesis Reached:

1-The study has concluded that the failure of the Fatimid's policy springs
from the leadership mismanagement, especially Ja'efar bin Felah, and the
multitude of the conflicting forces, in addition to the foreign support to
these forces.

2-The thesis has proved that Shiism which has combined the Fatimid with
Al-Hamdaniyeen did not combine them and strengthen their relations as
was expected, on the contrary, Al-Hamdaniyeen preferred to follow a
political procedure far from the line combined them with the Fatimid
because the later wanted to control the Islamic world, consequently, bani
Hamdan would loss their control in many rejoins. So they make
relationships based on friendship and alliances with their enemies such as
Abbasid and Byzantines so as to resist the political expansion of the
Fatimid in Bilad Al-Sham.

3-The thesis emphasized that the relationships between the Abbasid and
the Fatimid is as the cold war because there was not a direct confliction
between them as the political ambition overwhelmed each of them, and
that is what has made the nature of the relations that connected the two
sides as two repulsive poles. This alienation between them has been
reflected on the nature of the foreign political policy towards each other.
4-The thesis has referred to the Fatimid's policy towards Al-Hijaz was
striving to achieve a control for it there; rather than achieving direct
political one.

5-The Fatimid's foreign policy did not admit the political regime in
Andalusia and sought to continue fighting them directly.

Recommendations:

Necessity of searching the cultural and structural phenomena during
the Fatimid Era, in addition to showing up their role in protecting
Arabism and Islam against the attackers desiring to plunder our treasures
and trying to cause troubles and dissension among the Arabs and
Moslems.
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