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The Origin of Syriac Culture in Mesopotamia

By Professor fouad yousif Kazanchi

Abstract

The book in a historical, cultural and urban study of an
important period of people's life of Iraq which was extended
between (50-750 A.D). The study emphasizes on cultural
development of syriac Christians or Nestorians who lived in Iraq
and part of Iran.

Short account of main syriac writers and historians
particularly in Mesoplamia. The Iraqi syriacs are of Assyrian,
chaldian — Babylonian and Arab origins who had used bilirgnal
langnages, syric and Arabic since the beginning of third certury
tiu nowadays.

The study deals with the sifnificance of syriac medicine and
philosophy and their impact on the Arab — Islamic medicine and
philosophy.

Highlights have been which were vanished in modern time
[t includes six chapters, a comprehensive prologue and index.

The chapters and sub — chapters of the book are as
follows:

Chapter one:
The Parthian — Mesopotamian period:

1. Historical background of situation in Mesopotamian
before Christianity.
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2. Aramiac and syriac languages.
3. The Kingdom of Mishan.
4. The Kingdom of Hatra.
5. The Kingdom of Adiabene or Hiyab.
Chapter two:
Mesopotamia during the period between (50-226 A.D):
1. The parthians.
2. The chritianity.
3. The beginning of Christianity in Mesopotamia.
4. The Jews in Mesopotamia.
Chapter three:
Iraq through sasanic — Mesopotamian period (226-651):
1. Sasanids in Mesopotamia.
2. Sellocia and ctesephor.
3. The city of gundisapur (Bayt lafat).
4. The growth of christiunity in Iraq.
Chapter four:
Migration of arab yaminite tribes to southern of Iraq:
1. Hira: The Arab Christian kingdom.
2. Syriac cities: Aqula, shiphatha and Najrana.
Chapter five:
The Dawn of syriac culture:

1. Flourishing of Christianity in Iraq.
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2. Features of syriac culture.

3. syriac medicine.

4. syriac philosophy.

5. syriac sehools in Iraq.
Chapter six:

Syriac interest in their history:

1. Syriac Historical writings.

2. Syriac Historical writings which are trans lated or written
in Arabic.

3. Ibin al — Abr (Bar Hebraeus) a syriac historian.
4. some prominent syriac writers.

5. mar ephram. A great writer.
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