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AL-HADITH AN-NABAWIY FIN-NAHWIL-‘ARABIY
(THE PROPHET’S HADITH IN ARABIC GRAMMAR)

By
Dr. Mahmud Fajjal

Associate Professor of Arabic Grammar
Faculty of Arabic Language, Abha
The Islamic University of Imam Mohammad Bin Saud

1403 H - 1983 A.D

ABSTRACT

While the holy Qur’an is the primary source for Arabic grammar, al-
Hadith (the sayings of Prophet Mohammad) constitutes the secondary
source, ranking immediately next to the holy Qur’an as far as rhetoric and
eloquence. To a Muslim, the Prophet’s speech (peace be upon him) exhibits
such eloquence and rhetoric as would by far excel those of any other Arab.
This should be evident from the fact that he is Allah’s messenger, with highly
illuminating portents and most conspicuous proofs — a messenger upon
whom has descended a strictly Arabic holy scripture, the Qur’an .

As for the Arabic language of the Prophet’s Companions and followers, it
was marked by the fluency and naturalness of pure native Arabs, which later
generations seem to lack. The later generations were in need of rules to
govern their discourse.

In my book The Prophet’s Hadith and Arabic Grammar I have taken
up the practice of citing and quoting from the Prophet’s Hadith, for al-
Hadith is considered a truly magnificent branch of knowledge. It is a branch
of learning that would be given due attention only by a genuine scholar.

While al-Hadith is uncontestedly the second source (next to the Qur’an)
for legislation and Arabic language, it is a standard reference for Arabic
grammar according to two of the following three viewpoints; and it is my
conviction that al-Hadith will for ever remain a source for citation and
quotation - side by side with the Qur’"an - a fact confirmed by the Prophet’s
own saying : « I have passed over to you two things with which you shall
never go astray : Allah’s Book, and my own tradition. »

(Reported by Abi-Hurayrah)

I have grouped the controversial views over citation from al-Hadith into
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three tendencies. The first view is that citation from the Prophet’s Hadith to
substantiate Arabic grammar is perfectly valid. This position is supported by
a number of grammarians like Ibn Kharuf (d. 209 H.), Ibn Malik (d. 672
H.), and Ibn Hisham (d. 671 H.) This is by far the strongest position.

Ibn Malik, considering al-Hadith a source for grammatical reference,
has allowed citation from it. Indeed, of all his contemporaries there is hardly
anyone who has better claim for discriminating between true and false
versions of Hadith than Ibn Malik himself, who is well-renowned among the
Shafi’ite circles; it is through Ibn Malik that As-Suyutiy has narrated a
number of the Prophet’s sayings; it is Imam Yiininy, Ibn Jama’ah, and other
eminent Muslim leaders that were his Companions. His Shawahid at-Tawdhih
wat-Tashih li-Mushkilat ij-Jami is-Sahih (Elucidation and Explication of
Problems in the True Hadith Volume) provides sufficient evidence that this
scholar has pursued only that which falls within the scope of his
specialization, and that he is trustworthy as regards the Prophet’s sayings
which he would take up or leave whenever the need for citation or quotation
arises.

In description of the Prophet’s eloquence and supreme command of the
Arabic language, Ibn Hazm maintains that he-peace be upon him - « was no
doubt more eloquent than imru’ al-Qays, ash-Shammakh, or al-Hasan al-
Basriy, and was better versed in the vernacular than al-Asma’iy, Abi-
Ubeidah, or Abi- Ubeid.

Thus there would hardly be greater abberation than to make linguistic
reference to the speech utterances of such men but not to the Prophet’s
particularly considering the fact that Allah has added to these utterances the
infallibility, divine support, and truthfulness of a messenger.

The second position consists in the explicit rejection of quotation or
citation from al-Hadjth. This position is held by a group of grammarians
like Abi-Hayyan (d. 745 H.), Abil-Hasan Ibn Adh-Dha’¢ (d. 680 H.) As-
Suyutiy commended and made several references to these two, uncritically
endorsing their statements (under the illusion that their views were
illuminating) - without realizing how utterly futile their position was.

Those who subscribed to this second position had two pieces of evidence
to put forward : (a) the possibility of a « meaning » narration ; (b) the
occurrence of numerous instances of solecism, considering the fact that quite
a number of narrators were non-Arabs and lacked the native command of
Arabic grammar.

We contend that Aba-Hayyan and Ibn Adh-Dha’é are to blame for
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their rejection, for meaning narration occurred only in the early period, both
before al-Hadith was recorded in books, and prior to the deterioration of the
Arabic language - with the result being at most the substitution for a
vocabulary item another item that could be equally valid for the purpose of
citation.

Furthermore, the claim that there occurred instances of solecism in the
Prophet’s Hadith is false, for such instances could be accounted for in terms
of one of the grammatically correct varieties, or in terms of one of the lesser
known Arabic dialects.

Again, the argument that among al-Hadith narrators there were non-
Arabs is of no great consequence, for this could equally apply to narrators of
verse and prose — two varieties employed in citation — where we encounter
a great number of non-Arabs. On the other hand, could anyone ever name a
commendable narrator that might be grouped with Hammad, the narrator,
who would tell lies, commit grammatical errors, and violate poetic rules ?
Hammad, the narrator, has been reported by Kufis to have committed over
thirty errors in the letters of the Qur’an ,which he had momorized from the
Holy Book. Nevertheless, these Kufis — as well as those who followed their
practices — never refrained from citing Hammad’s narrations. Yet they did
refrain from citing al-Hadith.

It is surprising that Nahwis (i.e. formal grammarians) should decline to
make use of a source that has been fully exploited by lughawis (i.€. notional
grammarians).

A person who has become acquainted with the critical approach of al-
Hadith narrators — with the procedures they had set up for any
modification, with their pre-occupation with the narrator’s truthfulness, and
with their approach of renouncing narrations on the grounds of mere
suspicion or shade of doubt — would maintain that admitting the possibility
of a fully — qualified narrator telling a lie is almost next to impossible.

We would not justify the early scholars for not citing al-Hadith, but it is
their lack of practice of this magnificent branch of learning that has caused
them to refrain from citing it.

The third tendency is the compromise position between permitting and
refraining from citation. Of those who subscribe to this view the most
prominent is Abu-Ishaq ash-Shatibiy (d. 790 H.), who distinguishes two
categories of Hadith. The first represents the sayings narrated with the
narrator’s primary attention given to meaning rather than form of
expression (sayings falling under this category not having been cited by
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native speakers of Arabic). The second represents the sayings noted for their
form of expression, which was the pre-occupation of the narrator. This is
typically true of such sayings and maxims as intended to demonstrate the
Prophet’s eloquence — peace be upon him; sayings falling under this
category could — according to this school — be cited.

A third category has been added by Mohammad al-Khadhir Husein (.
1377 H.) This third category is virtually an elaboration of what is summed
up by ash-Shatibiy. In Majallat Majma“ al-Lughal-Arabiyyah (The Arabic
Language Council Magazine) he has discussed the subject in a most scholarly
way. His conclusion is that there are unequivocally six classifications of al-
Hadith, the citing of which for language and grammar raises no
controversy :

A. First, what is narrated for the purpose of exhibiting the Prophet’s
supreme eloquence and rhetoric;

B. second, the sayings reported for worship purposes;

C. third, what is reported to have been addressed to a particular Arab
community in its own dialect;

(it is clear that in connexion with the above three classes the narrators

have the form of expression in mind)

D. fourth, the sayings reported by various narrators but having identical
forms — whether the Prophet’s form of expression, that of the
Prophet’s Companions, or that of his followers — for these all possessed a
fluént command of the Arabic tongue;

E. fifth, the sayings written down by such people as Malik Ibn Anas,
Abdul-Malek Bin Jureij, and ash-Shafi‘i, who were brought up in a
purely Arabic environment (where no language deterioration was
noted);

F. sixth, the sayings the narrators of which — like Ibn Sirin, Ali Bin al-
Madiny, and Raja Bin Haywah — were never known to have approved
the « meaning narration » of a saying.

Furthermore, there are other conclusions dealt with in relevant places in
this work. I have also dealt with several misconceptions and discussed a
number of views, refuting some and substantiating others with pieces of
evidence and proofs.
* A kK&

Following this Introductory, the work includes an Introduction, in
which mention is made of the Prophet’s eloquence and rhetoric, the purpose
being to make an introduction for the subject of citation from al-Hadith,
rather than to highlight these two merits of the Prophet’s speech style, for he
was far more eloquent than any other native speaker of Arabic.
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This work is divided as follows :

PART ONE : A THOROUGH STUDY OF THE FEATURE OF CITING
THE PROPHET’S HADITH IN ARABIC GRAMMAR

CATEGORY I : Introduction to Arabic Grammar

Chapter 1 :

Chapter 2 :
Chapter 3 :

CATEGORY II :
Chapter 1 :

Chapter 2 :

CATEGORY III
Chapter 1 :

Command of the Arabic Language & Grammar is a
Pre-Requisite for the Understanding of Hadith

The Merit of Learning Grammar

Viewpoints of Shari‘ah Scholars on Learning of
Grammar

Introduction to the science of Hadith

Definition of al-Hadith;

Difference between al-Hadith and al Khabar and al-
Athar (Khabar and Athar refer to what may be
attributed to the Prophet or to as-Sahabah, i.e. his
followers)

Recording of the Prophet’s Hadith : Clarification of
a Misconception

: The unique meticulousness of the narrators

Quality and Pre-Requisite for al-Hadith Narration :
Viewpoints of Scholars on « Meaning Narration »

Problem 1 : « Meaning » Narrator’s Argument
Problem 2 : The Status of

(a) an Abridged Hadith;
(b) Partial Narration of Hadith;
(c) Addition to a Hadith.

Problem 3 : The Status of Breaking Down the Text of a

Hadith, and the Quotation of Individual Items
of it under Different Classifications

Problem 4 : How to Avoid Solecism and Misconstruction in

al-Hadith

Problem 5 : Solecism and Misconstruction

Problem 6 : Elimination of Solecism by Correction of Error

Problem 7 : Adoption of the Narrator’s Dialectal Form of

Expression, even though Divergent from that of
Standard Dialect
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Chapter 2 : Citation and Quotation of al-Hadith :
Meaning of Quotation, Citation, and
Exemplification

The above chapters and problems which I have studied are closely
related to the question of Citation and Quotation from the Prophet’s
Hadith. This subject falls within the scope of a thorough grammatical
research and analysis. The conclusion finally reached is that it is out of the
question that the Prophet or anyone of his Sahabahs (Companions), or of his
followers, should have committed any solecism or grammatical error

PART TWO : A GRAMMATICAL STUDY OF THE PROPHET’S

SAYINGS MENTIONED IN MOST EXPLICATORY

WORKS OF ALFIYYAT IBNI-MALIK (IBN MALIK’S
THOUSAND-LINE WORK)

This part falls into 38 grammatical categories dealing with 110

problems. The problems include quotations from the Prophet’s Hadith, as
well as the justification for each quotation.

The sayings presented have been restricted to those mentioned in the
following explicatory works of Ibn Malik’s Alfiyyah :

1. Sharhu Alfiyyati Ibni-Malik (Explication of Ibn Malik’s Alfiyyah) by
Mohammad Ibn Mohammad, Ibn Malik. Badrud-Din Ibn Jamal ud-Din
(d. 680 H.)

2. Tawdhihul Maqasidi wal-Masalik bi-Sharhi Alfiyyati Ibni Malik
(Elucidation of Sharhu Alfiyyati Ibni Malik) by Al-Hasan Bin Qasim
Bin Abdullah Bin Ali Al-Muradi, known as Ibn Ummi Qasim (d. 749
H.)

3. Awdhahul Masalik ila Alfiyyati Ibni Malik (The Most Lucid Approach
to Alfiyyati Ibni Malik) by Abdullah Jamal ud-Din, Abu Mohammad
Ibni Hisham Al-Ansari (d 761 H.)

4. Sharhu Ibni ‘Aqil ‘ala Alfiyyati Ibni Malik (Ibn ‘Aqil’s Elucidation of
Alfiyyati Ibni Malik) by Abdullah Ibn Abdur-Rahman Ibn ‘Agqil
Al-Hashimy (d. 769 H.)

5. Al-Magqasid ash-Shafiyah fi Sharhil Khulasal Kafiyah (Adequate
Elucidation of the Succinct Abstract) by Ibrahim Ibn Musa Al-Lakhmiy
Al-Ghurnatiy, Abu Ishaq ash-Shatibiy (d. 790 H.)

6. Sharhul Ushmuni ala Alfiyyati Ibni Malik (Al-Ushmuniy’s Elucidation
of Alfiyyati Ibni Malik) by Nur ud-Din, Ali Ibnu Mohammad, Abul-
Hasan Al-Ushmuniy (d. c. 900 H.)
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Finally, I made a conclusion in which I stated the findings arrived at
through my research work. The conclusion is followed by the Bibliography.
In the present work I have therefore discussed the feature employed by
grammarians, namely, the citation of al-Hadith, as well as the subjects
related to this feature, dealing with significant points of view on the subject.
I have also studied a large number of sayings quoted by scholars explicating
Ibn Malik’s Alfiyyah, paying full attention to authentication through
established Hadith references.

I beg pardon for any error I may have committed, for it is only human
to err. But I do hope that the errors are few.

ABHA, 23 - § - 1402 H.
Dr. Mahmud Fajjal Bin Yusuf

Translated by
Abdul-Latif Sheikh Ibrahim
Language Instructor
Faculty of Arabic & Social Sciences
ABHA
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