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American Ofics : 175 Firru Avenve, New YORK 10, N. Y. GRAMERCY 5-1769

October 17, 1961

To the Members of the Board of Trustees
The Anerican University at Cairo

Dear Priends:

-1 am sending you with this letter mimsographed
coples of the two veports prepared by the Stevenson Commission.
The one covers the judgement of the Commission with respect to
all threa of ths universities in the Middle East and the other
is a more detailed raport bearing only on cur om University.
We certainly are indebted to Dr. Stevenson and the members of
his Coumiasion for the study they have made and for their reports,

.While there will probably be no time in November
at tha meating of the Board of Trustees for a lengthy resding
and consideration of these reports, I am sure that all of our
digcussion of the day will be {nformed by such data as these.
It would be splendid, therefore, if j;you could read them in
advance, It would be well 4f you will bring your copies with
you to the meeting,

1 shall look forward to seeing you in November,

As ever yours,

Raymond P, McLain
President

Encls, 2

_¥.r—



REFORT OF THE MIDDLE B COMMISSICH

INTERNATIONAL COOFERATION ADVMINISTRATION OF

——

NITED STATES GOVERIZENT

The Flace and Prospects of the Amarican Universities in the Middle East
I.
" INTRODUCTION

One of the most dumable and contimiing American influences.in the
Middle Enst emamates from the educatioral institutions operated in the
area by Ameriean organisations, These ante~date the growth of American
treds interests and political commitments, For nearly & century they
were the chief representatives of the American presence in the ares,
typl.ying the American charecter and bringing ratiorale into touch with
American persons and Amerdcan 1deas « « « ¢ o o

Moveover, in the develomment of American political interest, the
Urdted States Coverment has exbarked upon eccnomic and technical assis-
tance progrems in which these American instituticna are playing a role.
They are used as training centers for nationalsundsr United States goverrn-
ment programs and members of thedr faculty have been called upen to
participate in the foreign aid programs, This involves the Acericen in-
stitutions in operatioral and fimancisl relations with the United States
goverment -a pod.tion entirely new to them « ¢« o ¢ 0 o

At the same time, higher edusation in the Middls East has been
rapidly developing. One of the primary interests of the new goverrnents
in the Middle East countries has been the establishment and expansion
of natiorsl school systems, including universities. A generstion ago,
American institutions were frequently umique 8s pionsers in the field of
higher education; today they are only & few of the growing mumber of ,
cducational influences serving the area, But mogt of these new educatioral
influsnces and institutions are strongly mationalistie, stressing local
culture and language, and claiming the prerogative of dominating higher
education, Whareas, prior to the second World War, foreign education and
cultule ware eagerly welesmed, today they are apt to bs subject as possible

emerts on national eoveredgnty. The new national govermmerta of the
¥iddle East have pessed regulating lsgislation, ulecing neny aspechs of
foreign edueatioral institutions undsr the contrul of the local Ministry
u'MﬁOﬂ.ocooo‘ooccoo

_‘.i_
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. ™HE CQIMISSION

Objh actives .

The purpose of the Coxxrisedon was to study higher education in the
counbries of the Middle East with particular reference to the Ansrican
University of Beirut, the American Unlversity at Cairo and Robert College
at Tstantul, While the Commission was not expected to review the intemal
operations and problems of any of the three ingtitutions mantionsd in de-
tail, the Cormission did congider the objectives, acoomplistments and roles,
present and future, of each of the institutions in the 1ight of eccoomic
and politieal conditlons and expocted developmenta in the countries of the
Middle Fast and of the educationsl nseds of those oocuntries and slso in
order that the contritutions of each of the three institutions might ba of
the highest standards and greatest possible Valuos s o ¢ ¢ 0 o ¢

gt
From Jamaxy 8th to 20th, 1961, the Commlsaion was in Cairo studying
the positich of the American University at Cairo, Again, a serdes of
waotings with adminigtrative and faculty leadsrs ocourded the Cocmission.
Governmarts offiecials, the Rector of Cairo Urdversity, prominent alumnd,

businsss and professiomsl leaders were all consulted, American eshassy
officers and ICA representatives were alao jrterviewed « « o ¢ o o

puss
mmmmms

B, Und: ty at Cairo

The American University at Cairo »as founded in 1919 by a group of
American businoss men concerned with irtermtional affairs, Thelr interest
in Egyrt grew out of the work of the United Presbyterian Church, which had
been active in the courtry since the middle of the Ninsteenth Century,

The Uriversity, however, was not launched as part of the missionary organi-
gation, tut was mde an entirely serarste institution, It is chartered in
g::’?:tzﬂ.ct of Columbda and directed by a self-perpetuating Board of

8¢ :

As originally envisioned, the University was to inolude & fully-rounded
progren of higher education, including oolleges of engineering, redicing and
agriculture, so wull as ecience and liberal arts, This program has not been
realized, partly because Bgyrptian state universities grew rapidly and pre-
empbedtmrv of these fields, and partly becsuse financlal ressurces were ot
‘dﬂm L 1Y . C .
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Undexr these circumstances, tho Ameriean Unlversity became an ingti-
tution supplementing the work in higher education carried on at the
mtional universities. It secured recognition and mde its contritution
ty ploneering in new fields of subject matter and methodology, This has
gecured and mintained an appreaiative attitude tovard it by Egyptian
educators, but has also reised the quastion in their minds as to ite status
83 8 university in comparison with the Egyptian state institutions, , , . . .

(6) Problems:

In micing a place for iteelf amidst Egyptts burgeoning ratioml
undveralty 1ife, the Américan University has faced three difficulties,
The firat is that traditionally the Egyptian Government has refused to
recogniee degrees given hy a foreign university within Egypt, The
second difficulty arose from the fact that the Egyptian University system
followed the French meitern ard tended to adopt the French attitude to-
ward Amaritan higher educatfon, The third difficulty has been the Jimited

rature of the American University curriculvm and the small number of its
F&aﬂ-tiﬁs:

Dospdte these difficulties, the Urdversity has wielded an influsnce
out of 1) proportion to its modest slze, It has done this by a) speciai-
iming in neglected cr underdeveloped areas of study, b) stressin. inivig..
wlized and creative instrustion through e

" - DAY
O —~s 0JB8ses, the Semirar method
et e Library and 8 move £33 1y examimtion ayshen, o) developing

both popular and acadert~ programs fooused on Egyptian problenis in the fdeld
of s0olal S53 woonemio development s,

Formeating such activities has been the success of the University in
identifying itself with the Bgyptian commmity, Prominent Egyplians have
served on its advisory .ccmittess, faculty members (both Egyptian ard
forelgn) have rendsred special aervices to the Egyptian Government and ite
institutions ang the Undveralty has served as a center for certain types
of Egyptian oudtural aotivities, Both its amll slge and its centrel loca-
tion have prevented the Undversity from becaming as seperate from its local
enviromment &8s has been true 4n some other foreign schools,

Since 1955, the University Faculty and Administration have bean de- .
veloping a plan to gulde the University 4n its future activities, This has
now been adopted in principle by the Board of Trustees and will be introduced

into the University gradually begirming with next year. This plan comprises
the follodng elementss e P

(a) Strengthmimf of the teaching staff by appoirting profeseors in

the field of the Arsbic languags srd literature, English langusge and 2iter-
$ture, economics, anthropology, sociology, philosophy and adult education,
(b) Reduction of teaohing houre gaining greater opportunity for research and
, Auls upon graater extellence in teaching, (ogpgoducing the ruzher of
‘MMO'MF.:%Ma and taking each department run through & aix-year

Sequense, (d) Dincontinuing the presant departments of Jouriellw:, Educaiion

Business Administretion, although scme teachdng in these field my be

Offared as non-credit courses in adult eduostion, (e) Stressing increased
- 9 in Arabdo and Englieh as languages of instruction,  Some basio
Couraes cutalde the f1eld of Arabie literafure will be taught in Avabic . , « .

—Tl‘—
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Through theae ohanges it is expested that the Univarsity can contirue
itz role in Egyptian education by strengthening the duo-cultursl natire of
the Institution and midng available the values of the broad, liberal arts
approach that charactorizes American bigher education at its best,

In many ways, the American University at (airo ia perhaps the least
“Anerican™ of the three American institutions of higher learring in the
Middle Bast, It is Just this fact that makes it an effective American in-
flnence and should emable it to contimue serving within a strongly national-
istic cultural siltuation,

The gesond btaaslo qusstion faced by the University is ite relations to
the Goveroment of the United Arab Republic, From ite founding in 1919 until
the Egyptian Revolutian in 1952, the Univeraity had few problems in Govern-~
ment relations, In oontrast to other foreign schools of the courtry it
ooneistently stressed tha theching of Arabic and understood the desire of the
Governmant more closely to relate private schools to natiomal education,
Despite the official mon-recognition of the Univeralty's degrees, its gradu-
ates wore employed Ly the government, especdally in the teaching profession.

In the early daye of the Egyptian Revolution, the University centinued
these cordial relations, A mnber of the yourger officers in the Revolution-
ary Movement were American University graduates. At the tims of the Sues
Caral orieis, the Urdvoraity was the prinecipsl American influsnce remaining
in the country and becams the center of organizing relief work for victizms
of the fighting, All this has oreated a strong reputation for sympathy with,
and service to, the Egyptian people.

SUMMARY;

The particuwlar mignificance of the Amerdosn University of Cairo lies in
its poaition at the center of the United Arab Fspublic, from which presently
emmtos mny of the strongest forces of the Arab world, The fact that the
Univeraity has been able to continue when =0 many other foreign institutiéns
have closed, gives it specisl significance, The reputation it enjoys and the
contacts it establishes with significant Egyptian groups is a8 mjor source of
American influcroe in the UAR, Were it to disappear, the foreign cultural
£iold 1n Fgypt would be left largely to neutralists and Soviet blos influences,
. which would be both a loss to the Egyptian community and to the Western world,

It is precisely bstause conditions are changing rapldly in Cairo and tradition-
al bonds of  friendsldp with the West are weakened that the Ameriecan Univerwity
facesamw, more significant and exacting 1016 ¢ « s ¢ 0 o o

v,
BASIO RUIE OF THE AMEFICAN UNIVERSITIES
* . L)
©_acn of the three institutions eurveyed plays- e, specific xle, ip. xalatdon
to the counbry in widoh 4t 4s located, the program'it puneues apd.the genorel
position of the United States in the area, Those were considsred in detail

in the preceding sestion, In addition, there are these gensral observations
vhich are valid for all threo ingtitutions.

- Y.v_
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The American universities play & double role in the Middle East, They
are relatod to and involved in the American position and the operation of
certein American programs; at the same tims they are part of and contritute
to the gensral eduoatioral activities of the area, Thess two roles are not
clearly separable, yet it will be useful to consider each by itself. -

The "Amerdcan Contribtution!

The fast that these are American institutions takes on & new significance
in relation to the interest and activities of the United States in the Middle
East. -Heretofore, MAmerican' was oiiefly identified with philanthropic ao-
tivity, unrelated to political cbjectives, It is now inevitable that this
reputation for &lsinterestadness should be penstrated by the feeling that the
United States Government has a particular concern for the operations of
Amerioan institutions, For qne thing, the universities are part of the

sioal pres of the United States in the area, Often, thay are as well,
or better % than the American Embasay. In countries where other forms
of American comtact - ehiefly tuminess - have been minor, public attention is
focused upon the American unlversities as & center of American activity, Tis -
role differs between Cairo, Beirut, and Istanbul, since the attitude toward
the United States and the amount of American activity in each of the three
countriea differs, Yet in each, the American umiversity is an important
ptwd.c:al reminder that the "Amaricans are there'! and are there in & favorable
aspecu, . .

In addition to baing & physiosl presence, the Amgrican universities are
corters of mn-mg%%eal contact between American and Middle Eastern life,
Here natiomls and cans ars brought into continuing relationship around
the oommon intereste of education, Even when political tensions have cir-
cunsoribed: commmications betwsen of ficdal American missions and the local
govermment, contact and commmication has taken placs through stidents and
fasulty and friends on tho Ameriecan campus, This is particularly important
in view of the social and economic ferment that is ubiquitous throughout
them‘nﬂhﬂtooocaooooooa-

Moregver, there gathers about the Anerican Univeraity & group of mations

ﬂgo ﬁg g ﬂ!gﬁ@d and OEB‘O contaat &th mﬁu!&, e 0 00 e

Although the three American universities are not strengly committed in
their curricula to the presertation of Amsrican cultuml studies, they ave:
& tural eult to vhich the local commndty locks o ¢ ¢ ¢ »

In additien to this ﬁerphoml rols As "Am-ioan‘" the universitioes ars
drestly related to progremy of the United States govormant o « o o o0

- .Ae oducatiomal institutions, the Acerican University of Beirut, The .
Amarican Aniversity at Oriro, and Robert Callege have each played 8 plonedr
Tole, They are smong the first institutions of higher:lsarming in their
Teopucid.ve countrios; they pro-cuted the umergenics of ImUlcDAL UDLVGrsaty.es;

—Y.A-
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and they entered: new fields-c'education not covered by local or ratienal
institutions, :

Despite the significant ploncer role of theas institutions, ratiomal
universities in the Middle East have not follewed the American pattern ex-
emm)ifiad in them, This waa partly due to the fact thet the basic western
cuwltural comection was with France, so that French sducational msthods and

institutions have largely.: governad the davelopamt of Middle Fastern insti-
tubdons ¢ ¢ s o s 0 s 0 0 @

Perhaps the most baxlo and nesded eontribution of the Americsn universi-
ties has bgen their insistence that education is a matter of mind, quality
and charecter growth « v o ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 o . '

Fart of this educatiorsl emphasis is fourd in the libaral arts concept
of education, used bty American institutdons . o ¢ ¢ o o o

Arnother important contribution ldes in the gis on excellencse of

W«% The nevw m’domg %ﬂvemes in the
ddle ars overorowded with students and cannot meet the demand for

popular education, In mry casea they have expandsd too rapidly with a
resultant loes of standards, With large classes and iack of freedem to
select the highest calibre secondary sochool graduates, they have geared thelr
under~graduate work to the lowsst coomion intellectual dercminator. In con-
traat, the Amariean universities, as free autonomous institutions, are able
to restriot their emrcliment, choose thelr students carefully ard enforce
reAsotable standards of academls excellense, As the enrcllment in natiomal
" universities continues to increase, this rcle of the Americarn institution
11 becams more importantiee v « o ¢ 0 ¢ o

A mather unique feature of the Ararican institutions is their conecern for
the non-academio 1ifs of thelr students. Such American prectices are extra-
curricula activitiss, plamed recreation, ‘health services, student guldance
and counselling wers first introduced into the Middle East in the American
wniversities, This feature of thedr work lms been of great Interest to
national educators, who Mave not hesitated to copy scme of the American ac-
tivities in this field, One of the three Amsrican institutions studied
eontributed over twerty non-acadexic services to the university life in the
ocurtry where it is operating, The Amsrican universities have also been
Bloneers in: gpecific fiolds of bigh education e s v e e v o v e

To contims to serve effectively in the future, the American institutions
:::d tt; uneover f:xim enter into asaderdo fields not “W?ﬁm uxéaigioml
caticn, In this regard they may always be supplementary ne, - .
Justifying their existence by oompentrating upon & few ploneer fields rether
than bty offering & comiletely rounded program of university work,

The Anarirce: witvessilivs have also served &8 e
the : This ia one reason why soams superior s
come 88 1n preference to their owo urdversities , ¢ « ¢ o0

..Y.*..
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Another special feature of the American ingtitutions is their goncept of
pigher edusation as ¢lo yalsted to the needs and problens of the community,

PR B B *

One of the moat basic and undstermined aspects of the developnent of
Middle Enstern states is the type of technologloal and social techriques that
¥d11 govern the process, Traditiomally, these techriques have been drewn fren
the Western world, i,s, Great Britain, France, Germany and the United States.
With the rise and penetration of the Soviet Bloe, Middle Eastern technology
is now feeling the effest of the Soviet social and technalogicsl approach to
dovelopmental problems, Even shen this approach does not necessarily vesult
in 8 pro-Soviet political orientatian it does tend to bind the techrological
process to Soviet methodS. e @« g 6 0 ¢ 9 a

To atrengthen and expand that role is directly related to our Azerican
institutions in cultivating'a pro-Westemn attituds among those engaged in
the pProcess of national developmentt ¢ o ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 0 o o ¢

vi.
FECOMMENDATICHS

Irasmich as this Commission findsthat the American University of Beirut,
the Amsrican University at Calro and Robert College are esch effective centers
of American influenos ereating good will for the United States and micing
gubstantial contribution to the welfars of the country whers it is located
:; well as to the ermtire Middle Eagt, this Comminssion makes these recommenda-

onss .

1, It is in the interest of the United States that these insti-
tutions eontime and be strengthened,

2, S8irge the major problem of their continuance lies in firancing
and becauge funds fron private sources are insufficient, it is
imperative that United States Government funds be provided for
both operating and capital costs,

3, To justify financial help from the United States Government, and
from other sources, each of the three institutions, in planning
and carrying out their respective programs should:

a, insiet upon quality

by have in thelr service at all times adequate
and competent administration to insure that
the aducational services wiich they under~
take are wisaly plamned and are carried out
With effective leadsrship,

e lun conmwction with ary Unitea Staves Lovernuetit 1inamcisl assistance

. to these institutions, the following considerations should be teken
into account:

-¥y. -
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In conclusion, the Commission is

b,

Page 8

It is of the very essence of a successful edu-
eatiomal erterprise thet plans be rade for
fevarel years shead, )

These institutions require a continuing fund °
to meet emsential opsratirg and capital costs. ,

S0 far as possible, grants to the respectivs
institutions should be made with & mimirum of
restriotive provisions as to their use,

It would be highly advantageous: to each of ths
three universities and to the United State Govern-
ment as well, if instead of the presert complex
gystem by which dollar add ie offered under the
Provisions of the Mutual Security Aot, Publio

law LEO ard in other ways, a mingle unified systen
could be adopted po that both dollar and local
currensies could be included in single grants,

To make possible easemtial future Planrdng it is
urged that steps be taken eo that goverrment
finanoial ecomzltments be made for support to be
provided over periods of at least fivae years,

1CLUSTON

of Beirut, American University at Cairo and Robert College are each per-

forming an important ta

in the Middle Fast, They deserve the fullest assistance and encouragenent
of the Urdted States Govermment,

Yay 4, 1561

Respectfully sutmitted:
THE MIDDIE EAST UNIVERSITY
SURVEY COMMISSION

John S, Badeau
James Terry Duce
Schuyler Wallaoce

wWiilaam £, Stevenson, Chairmn

=Y\ -

canvinced that the American University
ek of furthering and supporting the American interest
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