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the Byzantines or the Muslims. According to the comparison between the
text of this manuscript and the Byzantine sources we can say that the main
sources of this monk were the Chronographia of Theophanes the
Confessor and the Chronicon Paschale. Besides these two important
sources he used some unknown ecclesiastical sources. This comparison
proves that the author of this manuscript is a Greek monk. So, he
commanded Greek and read those sources with no difficulty, but he made
a few mistakes when he wrote in Arabic.

The main difficulty of this manuscript is its vulgar Arabic, which
needs a good knowledge of classical and vulgar Arabic. Besides the
regular events of the history of the Byzantine Empire the author pays more
attention to show the miracles of God, Lord, and Saints.

As for the time of the manuscript we have no direct information to
say when its author wrote it. But there is a linguistic remark that helps us
to determine the probable time. The author used the pronunciation of the
late or Modern Greek when he wrote the proper names. For example, he
wrote the name of the Emperor Decius as Zekius, Eudoxia as Afdxia,
Bemniki as Ferniki etc. It means that the author of the manusocript lived in
the late middle Ages or in the beginning of the Modern Times. There are
two references which lead us to a probable time. The author mentioned
"...where the head of the Turks prays today" (p. 63, 1. 14) and "...the
wonderful church of the holy Apostles...which now is the mosque of
Sultan Muhammad, who captured the city". (p. 165, 1. 4-5) According to
these references we can conclude that this manuscript belongs to the late
Byzantine period, i.e. 15" century, or the Ottoman period.

As for the Muslims, he did not care about them. He dealt with
them as one of the enemies of Byzantium and his account about them is
short. He concentrates on the feasts of the Orthodox Church.
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Preface

Most historians of the Byzantine period paid their attention to the
Greek, Latin, Syriac, Armenian and Arabic manuscripts, either Islamic or
Christian. Among the Arabic ones there were some Byzantine manuscripts
including Tarikh Mulik al-Qustantiniyah, i.e. History of the Kings of
Constantinople. It is wonderful to find an Arabic manuscript speaking of
history of Byzantium from Constantine the Great (r. 323-337 A.D.) to Leo
the Isurian (r. 717-740 A.D.). It means that this manuscript deals with
almost all of Byzantium through four hundreds years.

This rare manuscript, no. 1649 Tarikh Taymur, is one of the
treasures of the Egyptian National Library. It consists of 166 papers and
three lacuna, on pages 85, 119, 129. The first pages tackling the time of
Constantine the Great are lost and so are the remaining pages of the time
of Leo III. So it begins with the ninth year of the reign of Constantine the
Great and ends with the first year of the reign of Leo III.

Every page consists of 15-18 lines. It is written in vulgar Arabic
which means that its writer was one of the ordinary monks or one of the
foreign monks who learned Arabic either in Egypt or Palestine. I suppose
also that its writer may have translated this Arabic text from one of the
Greek manuscripts, or he was one of the Orthodox monks who came to
one of the monasteries of Egypt, such as the monastery of St. Katrina, or
Palestine. In the latter case, he must put this text for his colleagues and
students in his monastery to teach them the history of the Orthodox
Church, or the history of the Byzantine Empire.

Unfortunately, we have no references to saysafely who the author
of this manuscript was or when he wrote it. Sometimes, he refers to some
places in Egypt without any definitions and he defines the holy places of
Palestine in detail. This information led me to suppose that he lived in
Egypt or Palestine. The author of the manuscript used the Syrian style
when he wrote the names of the months. The latter information confirms
our hypothesis that the author of it was a monk who lived in Syria or
Palestine. It is obvious that its author was an Orthodox and Iconoclast
monk. He insulted Arius and his followers like Eusebius of Caesarea or
Eusebius of Nicomedia, Julianus, and Leo III. But he praised Constantine
the Great, as a protector of Christianity.

The author of this Manuscript, like Theophanes, wrote it according
to the chronological System. For example, he speaks of the events of the
first year of the reign of Constantius, then the second year, etc. His style is
not different from the other chronographers of the medieval times, either
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