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THE ORIGINAL COMPILER OF
AL-MUFADDALIYYAT®™

--------------------------------------
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Was it that al- Mufaddal, the so- far acknowledged compiler of the
famous anthology of Arabic verse called al- Mufaddaliyyat after him,only
made a redaction, may be with his annotations, of some seventy or eighty
pieces of poetry originally selected by a scion of the House of ‘Ali, ‘Ibrahim
b. “Abdullah (a brother of an- Nafs az- Zakiyya), and to them probably also
added some fifty or forty pieces of his own choice a little later ? Such is the
question posed by Professor ‘Abdul- ‘Aziz al- Maimani of the Aligarh Mus-
lim University in the course of a short note in Arabic made out quite recent-
ly, of which, in view of the high importance of the subject, an English trans-

" lation is given below.

.Prof. al-Maimani says:“I have come across a tradition, hitherto quit
unnoticed, which is handed down to us on the authority of four Shi‘ite scholars,
and purports to ascribe to al- Mufaddal a confession that the original com-
pilation of the greater part of the anthology as we have it today belonged
not to himself but to Ibrahim b. ‘Abdullah (b. al- Hasan b. al- Hassan b.
‘Ali). () It is related by Abu’l- Faraj in the Maqatil at- Talibiyyin (Iran,
1307 H., p. 119; Najaf, p. 229) that Ibrahim b. ‘Abdullah (who, following
his brother an-Nafsaz-Zakiyya, led a revolt against the caliph al-Mansur at
Bakhamra and was killed there in the year 145 H.)* put up with al- Mufad-
dal ad- Dabbi during the period of his abscondence. Al- Mufaddal, the nar-
rator adds, was a Zaidite. Ibrahim said (to al- Mufaddal), ‘Bring me some
of your books so that I may read them because I feel bored when you go out
(to your estate). So he brought to him some (collection) of the poetry of the
Arabs out of which Ibrahim selected a few odes and transcribed them separa-
tely in book. Al-Mufaddal says, ‘So when Ibrahim was killed, I brought
out the odes which the people ascribed to me. It is these odes, seventy in
number, which are known as the Ikhtiyar- ul Mufaddal. Thereafter, I added

(*) Islamic culture 18/1944/206-208.
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to them and completed the number 120................... > There is another
similar tradition in the same source (Iran, p.131; Najaf,p. 251) which is also
quoted by Ibn- Abi’l-Hadid (I, 324). (2)Quoting from the Fawaid of an-
Najirami®”, written in his own handwriting, as- Suyuti records in al- Muzhir
(ed. 1282 H., II, 165; 1325 H., II, 202) Al- ‘Abbas b. Bakkar ad- Dabbi
says: "I said to al-Mufaddal: “How good your selection of the verses is! I
wish you could give us some more of your selection”. He replied: “By Allah
this selection is not mine. As a matter of fact, Ibrahim b. ‘Abdullah hid with
me......... > The report only mentions that Ibrahim had marked the odes
selected by him and not that he had transcribed them separately as is given
in the previous tradition.

This report is recorded with variation by Ibn al- Muhanna al- Hasani
(ob. 828 H.) in the ‘Umdat- ’ut- Talib (Bombay, 1318 H., p. 85). It says that
Ibrahim marked eighty odes which were brought out by al- Mufaddal after
his murder. Later on the odes were read out to al-Asma‘i who added to
them. ’

Prof. al- Maimani continues: ‘“Let us now review the light of the above-
mentioned tradition the better-known reports recorded by al-Qali, al-
Marziqi and Ibn an- Nadim on the subject. According to the reports of al-
Qali, (Dhail al- Amali, p. 131/130; cf. also comments thereon, Dhail al-
La’ali, p.61) and al- Marzagi (Berlin MS., fol. 5a), al- Mufaddal brought
out only eighty (the number ‘thalathina’ occurring in the latter source being
undoubtedly an error for ‘thamanina’) odes for al- Mahdi to which forty
more were added when they were read out to al- Asma‘i, thus raising the
number to 120. In the commentary of at- Tabrizi of which I have seen seve-
ral MSS.in Istanbul and Egypt, the number of al-Mufaddaliyyat is 124.The.
author of the Fihrist puts the number at 128 and adds that the number and
order of the poems often vary according to the difference in transmission
and are only authentic in the version of Ibn al-‘Arabi.

“It will be seen that from all the conflicting reports quoted above there
emerges one agreed point which is that,unlike the Asma‘iyyat, the Collec-
tion of al- Mufaddal is preserved for us in its entirety in the recensions of al-
Anbari, al- Marzugqi, and at- Tabrizi. Further it can be taken as almost cer-

(1) Two men bearing the surname’ an-Najirami® are known to us: (1) Abu-Ishiq Ibrahim,
the author of the Aiman u-l-’ Arab, noticed in al-Udaba’ and al-Bughya, p.181, and (2)
his pupil’s pupil, Abii-Ya‘qiib Yiisuf, noticed in al- Bughya, p.425. The author of the
Fawa’id is probably the former one.

208



tain that in the first instance al- Mufaddal brought out only eighty poems
which were originally selected and compiled by Ibrahim b. ‘Abdullah in cir-
cumstances reminiscent of the compilation of the Hamasa by Abi- Tam-
mam at a later time. These eighty pieces stood at the head of the larger col-
lection which came to be known as al- Mufaddaliyyat but the order might
have been disturbed in the course of transmission to us” ( Vide the words
of Ibn an- Nadim, quoted above).

“There only remains the all- important question as to made the subse-
quent additions, some forty pieces, included in the Mufaddaliyyat, al-
Mufaddal or al- Asma‘i ?Obviously the explicit assertion contained in the re-
port of Abu’l- Faraj militates against the contention of my friend, Dr. S.M.
Husain, that the additions must be ascribed to al- Asma‘i, thus strengthen-
ing the contrary view originally taken by Sir Charles Lyall”®.

“Anyhow,” asks Prof. al- Maimani in conclusion, ‘“is it not meet that
the Mufaddaliyyat be renamed al- Ibrahimiyyat, Ikhtiyaru- Ibrahim- wa
San‘ at- w’l- Mufaddal® after the name of its original compiler just in the
same way as the other collection has been called al- Asma‘iyyat despite the

contributions made to it by several scholars, known as well as unknown?
S.M.Y.

(1) The Report of al- Qali, referred to above, mentions that the number of al- Asma‘iyyat
increased enormously as result of contributions made by al- Asma‘i’s pupils. Ahlward’s
edition (based on the Kuprulu MS., from which have been transcribed the Vienna MS.
and the copy of ash- Shingiti in the Dir al- Kutub al- Misriyya) comprises 77 pieces while
the second part of the Ikhtiyarain contains 72 additions plus 2 found in the MS. of the
British Museum. Besides the poems lost in the first part of the Ikhtiyarain, there are a
number of verses, pointed out by me in the Dhailu’l - La’ali and referred to by Dr. S.M.
Husain in the Introduction to Ancient Arabic Odes, p. 200, wich are mentioned as part
of al- Asma‘iyyit but are not to be found in any of these editions.

(2) It will be remembered that al- Mufaddal is also reported to have commented on the
verses, as it is mentioned by al- Anbari in several places and has been pointed out by me
in the Iglid al- Khizana.
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