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ABSTRACT

The theme of this dissertation is Jews in the Arabic Islamic State
in Andalus (92-897H=711-1492) where it was covered in an
introduction, six chapters and a conclusion. The dissertation showed that
the Jews settled in the Iberian Island for the first time at the 6™ century
B.C., where they came as prisoners with the king Ishban, who had
participated with Nabukhathnussar in invading Jerusalem.

The Jews were subjected to many nations and peoples whom have
ruled this country and they were persecuted and hated at most times. The
reasons behind hatred were that they were arrogant, ridiculed the beliefs
of other nations and robbed their money. The visigoths were the cruelest
towards Jews. Being Catholics they tried to convert them to Christianity,
but when they failed; they ordered to turn them into slaves.

The dissertation also revealed that the Jews did not have any
important role in conquesting Andalus as they claim nowadays, and that
they did no more that participating in guarding some of the conquested
cities and they were always under Moslims command. It revealed also
that the Moslims allowed the Jews to live in the cities of Andalus -inside
the walls- after they were forbidden to do that in the era of visigoths, and
that the Moslims leveled them with tribal Arab Moslims, and specified
particular quarters for them in Andalus and did not force them to live
inside them, on the country, they allowed them to live with the Moslims
and mingle with them.

The dissertation showed that the eras in which the Andalus rules
committed themselves to Islamic principles in dealing with Jews, had

witnessed a natural, quite relations between Jews and ruling authorities

515

http://kotob.has.it



from one hand, and between Moslims in the first three centuries of
Islamic ruling to Andalus, where having good treatment and there were
no complications leading to violent reactions against them. That
happened also during the Muravits' era and in Granada for two and half

centuries of its Islamic rule.

Some of the principalities rulers have deviated from the Islamic
principals in dealing with Jews. So they made them close to them and
appointed them some important official posts in their principalities
including the post of the Granada vizir as happened in Granada during
the time of Badis, where Ismael and his son Joseph after him were
appointed to that post. The Jews at that era have gone beyond their limits
and did not commit themselves to the (A'qd Al-thima), so they dominated
the Moslims, ridiculed their beliefs and conspired on them and even on
the rulers who took care of them. The results were a general misery both
to Moslims and Jews. Where the former suffered the Jews cruelty and
injustice even though they were living on Islamic Soil and under Islamic
rule. The rulers on the other hand suffered from conspiracies of Jews
against them. As for the Jews themselves, they suffered some harsh and
violent relations, which led in general to excelling and killing great
numbers of them.

At time of principalities the Jews tried to establish a Jewish state
in merya, where the Jewish vizir Joseph bin Ismeal bin Nagdelah had
conspired with Ibn Somadih, the ruler of Merya, to hand him Granada in
return of handing him Ibn Somadih of Merya to Ibn Nagdelah, to
establish a Jewish state there. When word reached Granada Moslims they
revolted against Jews, Killing Ibn Nagdelah and many of his partners and
failed the attempt.
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The Andalusian Jews showed allegiance and loyalty to Islamic
authorities at the three centuries of Islamic rule to Andalus, and when
that authority weakened during the principalities and later eras, and the
Christian grew even more stronger, the Jews enhanced their conspiracies
on the Islamic authorities and they have gone far beyond their limits.

Andalusian Jews were quite ungrateful to Moslims, where they
participated Spanish Christians in persecuting the occupied Islamic cities
and their inhabitants, and they provide they with required money for their
wars against Andalus's Moslims and some times they have even
participated in these wars.

On the other hand, Andalusian Moslims had natural social
relations with Jews and treated them well and did them justice in spite of
their bad qualities and their hatred and antagonism towards Moslims.

The Jews of Andalus used to have on official chief of their
community called (Nasi) which was appointed by the Andalusian rulers.
He was responsible to them on collecting tribute from Jews and handing
it to them, in addition to organizing the community's religious,
administrative and financial affairs. The Jews also had their judges and
their own courts to hear their cases, and a special tax to finance their
community affairs, in addition to other administrative and financial
organizations. They were also allowed to practice all economic activities,
but they concentrated their efforts on trade, especially slave traders where
they made great profits, and they did not succeed only in some industries
and cheap jobs that the Moslims scorned.

The dissertation showed also the great influence of Islamic
culture on the Jews, where it change their language, literature,

legislation's and even their warships and rituals. The dissertation
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concluded that the Jews sciences and intellectuals did not have creative
minds as Jews claim, rather they were mere imitators of their Islamic

teachers and they were affected greatly by their achievements.
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