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At length, it was agreed as test of skill

To hang a curtain from a lofty dome

In such a manner that on either half

Two painters should essay their skill unseen
This vault should show the Rumi’s work of art

While on the other the Chinaman should paint.
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For when the painters started on their task
And hid themselves behind the curtain’s screen
The Rumi showed his skill by painting farms
The Chini worked at nought save polishing

The polished wall reflected every line

Of form and colour which the other took.
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