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The Koran is nothing but deformation and distoration of the Christian and Jewish
teachings
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“The striking resemblances between early Islam and Judiasm seem to originate from

parallel developments rather than borrowing”
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cairo, 1958) pp. 240 {.
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-Mez, Adam. Die Renaissance des islams. Heidelberg, 1922. English tr. By
Salahuddin Khuda Bukhsh and D.S. Margolionth. London, 1937.Brilliant and
penetrating survey of the civilization of Islam in the classical period, based on a
profound knowledge of original sources. One of the two or three major works on
medieval Islam.
~Vasiliev, Alexander A. Byzance et les Arabes. 3 v. Brussels, 1935-50. The standard
work on Arab-Byzantine relations, in cluding many translations of Arabic texts.

_Stevenson, William B. The crusaders in the East: a brief history of the wars of
Islam with the Latins in Syrduring the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Cambridge,
Eng., 1907. Theis and the following work are still the only extensive studies of the
crusades written by orientalists and based on Arabic and well as western sources.
Both are indispensable for study of the crusades as part of the history of the Middle
East.
~Cahen, Claude. La Syrie du nord a L'epoque des croisades et la principaute franque
d'Antioche. Paris, 1940.

-Runciman, Steven. A History of thd Crusades.

~Bouvat, Lucien. L'empire mongol (2eme Phase). Paris, 1927. Deals with Timur and

his successors in Persia, central Asia, and India. Still useful for the first two, though

somewhat out of date.

HISTORIES OF SPECIAL AREAS

—Lewis, Bernard. The Arabs in history. 4th ed., London, 1958. Brief and general
survey, especially concerned with the early development and full efflorescence of
Muslim Civilization. [VIP]

-Gabrieli, Francesco. Gli Arabi florence, 1957. Brilliant interpretation of Arab
History.

-Levy, reuben. A Baghdad chronicle. Cambridge, Eng., 1929. A chronicle of life and
culture in the capital of the Abbasid caliphs.

-Goeje, Michel J. de. Memoire suria conquete de la Syrie. 2nd ed., Leiden, 1900.
Important monograph on the Arab conquest of Syria in the 7th century.

YA



—lammens, Henri. La Syrie, precis historique.

-Gaudefroy- Demombynes, Maurice. La Syrie a l'epoque des Mamelouks. Paris,
1923. French translation of an Arabic test on the geography and administration of
Syria in the Mameluke period, together with a long and valuable introduction to the
subject by the translator.

—Canard, Marious. Histoire de la dynastie des H'amdanides de Jazira et de Syrie.
Paris, 1953. Masterly monograph on Syria and Mesopotamia in the 10th century;
especially good on Muslim-Byzantine relations.

-Lane-Poole, Stanley. A history of Egypt in the Middle Ages, 4th ed., Lindon, 1925.
Best outline of medieval Egyptian history available in English. Based on careful and

extensive use of Arabic sources.

~Wiet, Gaston. L'Egypte arabe be la conquete arabe a la conquete ottomane, 642-
1517 de lere chretienne. Paris, 1937, Useful outline by an Arabist historian. Gives
more attention than Lane-Poole to social and cultural factors.

~Butler, Alfred J. The Arab conquest of Egypt and the last thirty years of the Roman
dominion. Oxford, 1902. Good monograph, though to some extent supersede by more
recent material.

~Becker, Carl H. Beitrage zur Geschichte Agyptens unter dem Islam. 2 v. Strasbourg,
1902-03. Important studies on Egypt in the Middle Ages, dealing with Fatimid history
and hkstoriography, and some social, economic, and fiscal problems of the first two
centuries of Muslim rule.

—Lewis, Bernard. The origins of Ismailism: a study of the historical back ground of
the Fatimid caliphate. Cambridge, Eng., 1940. This and the following provide two
different accounts of the origin and accession of the Fatimid caliphs.

~Ivanov, Vladimir A. Ismaili tradition concerning the rise of the Fatimids. London
1942,

~Canard, Marius. "L'imperialisme des Fatimides et leur propagande”. Annales de
I'Institut d'Etudes Orientales d'Alger, 6 ( 1942-47): 156-93. Valuble monograph on an
important aspect of Fatimid policy.

~O'Leary, De Lacy E. A short history of the Fatimid Khalifate. London and
N.Y..1923. Only general history of the Fatimids in English,

—al-Makrizi. Histoire des sultans mamlouks de I'Egypte. Ed. And tr. By Etienne M.
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Quatremere. 2 v. Paris, 1845. French translation of an Arabic chronicle, with
introduction and notes. Despite its age, still very important for this period.

~Gautier, Emile F. Le passe de I'Afrique du nord: Les siecles obscurs. Paris, 1937.
Well -written, but at times uncritical, study of the process by which north Africa
passed from Christianity to Islam. [DC]

-~Marcais, Georges. La Berberie musulmane et I'Orient au Moyen Age. Paris, 1946.
General, well-documented history of north Africa from the Islamic conquest to the
decline of the Almohades. [DC]

-Brunschvig, Robert. La Berberie orientale sous les Hafsides, des origines a la fin du
XV siecle. 2 v. Paris, 1940-47. Masterly use of at times insufficient sources to give a
clear picture of the little-known Hafsid dynasty which mled eastern Barbary from
1228 to 1574, [DC]

~Marcais, Georges. Les Arabes en Berberie du XI au XIV siecle. Paris, 1913.
Thorough study of the great Bedouin invasions which led to the Berbers being driven

back to their mountain fastnesses or assimilated. [DC]

-Terrasse, Henri. Histoire du Maroc des origines a 1'etablissement du protectorat

francais.

~Levi-Provencal, Evariste. Islam d'Occident: etudes d'histoire medievale. Paris, 1948.
Annotated edition of selected lectures and papers on various historical and cultural

aspects of Islam in Spain and north Africa. [DC]

~_. La civilisation arabe en Espagne: vue generale. Cairo, 1938. Short essay on
Arab civilization in Spain and its contacts with and influence on western civilization.

[(DC]

—___ Histoire de I'Espague musulmane.

—__ L'Espagne musulmane au Xeme sieele: institutions et vie sociale. Paris, 1932,
Thorough study of government and economic and social life at height of the Spanish

Umayyad caliphate. Fully documented. [DC]

—Sanchez-Alboronz, Claudio. La Espana musulmana segun los autores Islamitos y

crestianos medievales. 2 v. Buenos Aires, 1946. Excllent general history of Muslim

YVQ



Spain, based on a linking of well selected extracts from medieval Arab and Spanish
historians.[DC]

HISTORIES OF SPECIAL TOPICS

-VON Gruncbaum, Gustave E. Medieval Islam: a study in cultural orientation. 2nd
ed., Chicago, 1953. Brilliant and penetrating essay in interpretation, by an outstanding
Arabic scholar. Predominantly literary and religious, but includes chapters on law and

the state and on the social order.

-Goldziher, Ignac. Le dogme et la loi de Ilslam: histoire du developpement
dogmatique et juridique de la religion musulmane. Paris, 1920. 2nd ed., 1958.
Written by one of the outstanding German orientalists of his time, this is still the best
general introduction to the Islamic religion, law, dogma, mysticism, and sects. There
are translations in French, Russian, Hungarian, Arabic, and Hebrew, but no

satisfactory version in English.

-Hurgronje, Christiaan §. Mohammedanism: Lectures on its origin, its religious and
political growth, and its present state. N.Y. and London, 1916. Useful introduction by
and eminent Dutch orientalist.

Guidi, Michelangelo. Storia della religione dell'Tslam. Turin, 1935. 2nd ed., 1949.
This and the following are short accounts of historical development of the Islamic

religion by two acknowledged masters of the subject.

~Gibb, Hamilton A. R. Mcohammedanism: an Historical survey. 2nd ed., London,
1953.

-Gaudefroy - Demombynes, Maurice. Le pelerinage a la Mekke: etude d'histoire
religieuse. Paris, 1923. [Annales du Musee Guimet: bibliotheque d'etudes, 33.]
Historical study of one of the central rites of the Islamic religion __ the pilgrimage to
Mecca. A standard work.

-Bergem John K. The Bektashi order of dervishes.

~Arnold, Thomas W. The preaching of Islam: a history of the propagation of the
Muslim faith. 3rd ed., London, 1935, The classic work on the subject, based on a
profound and sympathetic knowledge of Islam, its history, and its literature. Mainly

concerned with the Near and Middle East, but also includes chapters on Spain,
tropical Africa India. China, and Malaya.
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~Arberry, Arthur J. An introduction to the history of Sufism. London and N.Y.,
1943. Brief but authoritative introduction to the history of Muslim mysticism, by an

out standing scholar.

-Wensinck, Arent J. The Muslim creed, its genesis and historical development.

Cambridge, Eng., 1932. The standard work on this subject.

~Macdonald, Duncan B, Development of Muslim theology, jurisprudence and
constitutional theory. N.Y., 1903. This and the two following works by the same
author, with their profound insight into the religious ideas and aspirations of Islam,

form an ex-ccllent introduction to the study of any field of Islamic history.
—___ Aspects of Islam. N.Y., 1911.
- __ The religious attitude and life in Islam.. Chicago, 1912.

—Vloten, Gerlof van. Recherches sur Ia domination arabe: le chiitisme et les
croyances messianiques sous le khalifat des Omayades. Amsterdam, 1894. Theis and
the following are two important monographs on the movements of religious
opposition that helped to bring the Umayyad caliphate to an end.

~Wellhausen, Julius. Die religios- politischen Oppositionsparteien in alten Islam.
Berlin, 1901.

—~Schacht, Joseph. The origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence. Oxford, 1950. A major
work of orientalist scholarship, affecting many historical as well as legal questions.
—_, ed. G. Bergstrasser's Grund-Zuge des islamischen Rechts. Berlin and Leipzig,
1935, This and the following are the best and most readily available textbooks of
classical Islamic law.

—Santillana, David, Istituzioni di diritto musulmano malichita, con riguardo anche al
sistema sciafiita. 2nd ed., 2 v., 1938, Includes a brilliant exposition of Islamic
theories of the state and the sovereign.

~Sachau, Carl E. Muhammeda nisches Recht, nach Schafiitischer I ehre. Stuttgart and
Berlin, 1897,

—~Juynboll, Theodor W. Handbuch des islamischen Gesetzes nach der Lehre der
schafi'itischen Schule, nebst einer allge-meinen Einleitung. Leiden and Leipzig, 1910.
~Gaudefroy- Demombynes, Maurice. "Notes sur I'histoire de l'organisation judi-ciaire
en pays dIslam.” Revue des etudes islamiques, 13 (1939): 109-47.

—__. Muslim institutions. London, 1950. Useful elementary introduction.
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-Massignon, Louis. "La 'Futuwwa' ou 'pacte dhonneur artisanal' entre les travailleurs
musulmans au Moyen Age." La nouvelle Clio, 4 (May 1952): 171-98. Out standing
on the economic and psychological environment of the Muslim artisan classes and
their acceptance of "futuwwa" ideals. Contains some novel suggestions which open

large perspectives for further study. [LK]

~Marcais, Georges. "Les villes de la cote algerienne et la piraterie au Moyen Age"
Annales de I'Institut dEtudes Orientales d'Alger, 13 (1955): 118-42. Deals with
creation of towns on the North African coast and the Adalusian trading and piratical
activities. [Lk]

-Le Strange, Guy. Baghdad during the Abbasid caliphate. Oxford, 1900, Study of the
topography of Baghdad in the Middle Ages, based on careful analysis of available
evidence. Sound and painstaking, but should be supplemented by more recent
studies.[LK)

~Pellat, Charles. Le milieu basrien ct la formation de Gahiz. Paris, 1953. Contains

much information about the development of Basra. [LK]

-Lewis, Bernard. "The Islamic guilds." Economic history review, 8 (1937): 20-37. A
reassessment and revision of studies dealing with the craft guilds and their

organization and classification. Clear account of a complicated subject. [LK]

von Grunebaum, Gustave E. "Die islamische Stadt." Saeculum, 6 (1955): 138-53.
General picture of Muslim urban life and institutions; particularly interesting in
explaining the influence of the Muslim concept of authority on formation of urban
administration. [LK]

-Reitemeyer, Else. Die Stadtegrundungen der Araber im Islam nach den arabischen
Historikern und Geographen. Leipzig, 1912. List of towns founded by the Arabs, with
a citation of available evidence. A sound treatise which has been superseded only by
monographs on individual towns. [LK]

-Sauvaget, Jean. Alep: essai sur le developpement d'une grande ville syrienne, des
origines au milieu du XIS siecle. See $335.

—Ashtor-Straus, E. "I'administation urbaine en Syrie medievale." Rivista degli studi
orientali, 31 (1956): 73-128. Deals with urban officials and especially with the "ra'is.”
Sound and well documented. [LK]

-Herzfeld, Ernst E. Geschichte der Stadt Samarra. Hamburg, 1948. The value of

archaeological evidence for Islamic history is clearly shown in this beautifully
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presented book. Historical and geographic tracts have also been used to describe the

erection and subsequent decay of a town, the basis of which was the royal court. [LK]

~Marcais, Georges. "Considerations sur les villes musulmanes et notamment surle

role du Mohtasib." Recueils de La societe Jean Bodin, 6 (1954): 249-61. Conceives
the Muslim town as a place of contact and exchange where the Muslim can most
completely practice his faith. Written for nonorientalists. [LK]

~Cahen, Claude. "Mouvements et organisations populaires dans les villes de I'Asie

musulmane au Moyen Age: milices et associations de foutouwwa.” Recueils de la
Societe Jean Bodin, 7 (1955): 273-88. Refutation of the view that there was no
civicspirit in Muslim towns, with a brief analysis of the part played by military and
quasimilitary associations in the expression of local interests. [LK]

~-Brunschvig, Robert. "Urbanisme medieval et droit musulman.” Revue desetuded
islamiques, 15 (1947): 127-55. New approach to Muslim urbanism in which problems
of public responsibility and obligations of vicinage are analyzed. [LK]

~Levi-Provencal, Evariste. Las ciudades y las instituciones urbanas del Occident
musulman en la Edad Media. Tetuan, 1950. General account of urban institutions and
their development in the Muslim West, emphasizing the importance of towns as
centers of Muslim civilization. [LK]

-Torres Balbas, Leopoldo. "Extension y demografia de las ciudades hispano-
musulmanas.” Studia islamica, 3 (1955): 35-59. Archacological evidence is used to
prove the rise in population of Spanish Muslim towns during the 10th\\ thd, and
12th centuries and the subsequent decline. [LK]

- Levi-Provencal, Evariste, ed. And tr. Seville musulmane au debut du XII siecle: Le
traite dTbn 'Abdun. Paris, 1947. The introduction and notes appended to this
translation of Ibn 'Abdun's treatise are well worth reading for an understanding of
events in a Muslim town.[LK]

—Sauvaget, Jean. "Esquisse d'une histoire de la ville de Damas." Revue des teudes
islamiques, 8 (1934): 421-80. A model for the writing of urban history. Describes the
transformation of Damascus from a Greco-Roman city into a Muslim town and its
subsequent history. [LK]

-Marcais, William. "L'Tslamismc et la vie urbaine." Academie des Inscriptions et
Belles-Lettres, comptes rendus des seances de I'annee 1928 (Paris, 1928), pp. 86-100.
Forceful refutation of the romantic view of Islam as a desert faith. Claims Islam
belonged to a sedentary society.
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