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It includes a concise translation of some of the characters
and notables of Mada family.

(3) Chapter Three: The rhymes of the Meks:

It include as superior and beautiful literacy portrait of what
was composed of poetic works at the restoration of the
Mukukiyya.

Appendix One: The Meks' writings.

They are articles written by our young men.

Appendix Two: Historical Outlines.

Appendix Three: The len's word.

It includes documentation through photographs of the multi-

lens of al- Bawadra.

This in brief my book “The scion of Mada “and I hope it will
be an addition to the Sudanese heritage library and that it will

receive your kind acceptance and sanction.

Yassir Abdalla Abdel Rahim El- Khalifa
Gadaref- El- 'Uqal

10/4/2016
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This book consists of three chapters which are divided into four
sections besides three appendices and their particulars will be defined

very briefly as follows:
Title: The Scion of Mada

(1) Chapter One: selected historical excerpts.
This chapter is divided into two sections:

(a)Section One: An approach to the history of al-
Bawadra it includes general glimpses since the reign of Mek
Gasir as the first Mek over al- Bawadra and the Meks who
followed after him,the events which occurred until the
restoration of the Mukukiyya and the installation of Mek
Mutwakill Hassan Dakin as a general Mek of al- Bawadra
tribes.

(2) Chapter Two: The present (time) and history of the
Mekship of Mada family.

And it is also divided into two sections:

(b)Section Three: The Scion of Mada, the Mek Mutwakkil
Hassan Dakin.

He is the one who enriched the pages of this book and it
included a detailed biography and life historyin the public
sphere and his magnificent achievement which 1is the
restoration of the Mukukiyya, the time- honored legacy of his
grandfathers on al- Butana land.

(c)Section Four: Characters from the blood consanguinity

of Mada.

16



This book attempts to tell the history of the restoration of the
Mukukiyya: the supreme leadership of al-Bawadra tribes after its
forfeiture for decades and decades in the wake of the war which al-
Bawadra entered into it in the reign of Mek Mahmoud, the last of actual
Meks of al-Bawadra, and this after a conspiracy which was contrived
against him under the leadership of some of the tribes of the area
together with the armies of the Funj kingdom due to the weakness of its
modern Sultans and their ambitious desire of the riches of al- Bawadra
and Mek Mahmoud is sitting on a chair of pure gold; and that war ended
up with the killing of Mek Mahmoud and the Mukukiyya continued with
the investiture of Mek Agwee as a puppet Mek and afterwards the
supreme leadership of al- Bawadra was lost and it continued to be ruled
by the class of the dignitaries for a period of time and now, the supreme
leadership was restored by the investiture of Mek Mutwakkil Hassan
Dakin as a general Mek over the tribes of al- Bawadra and by that the

administrative cycle was completed.

The Scion ofMada in brief

This book which came on the occasion of the restoration of the
Mhkukiyya gives general outlines of the al- Bawadra history and the
Meks' rule on the land of al- Butana and a detailed biography of Mek
Mutwakkil Hassan Dakin the Mek of all the tribes of al- Bawadra, and it
dealt briefly with the family of Mek the family of Mada together with a
literacy portrait of our master poets, some articles written by our young
men and the documentation of all this through the lens of the silent

word.
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al- Bawadra fellows, and thus the tribes of al- Bawadra became endowed
with full sovereignty without there being any partner who shares them
their history and cultural heritage, and also students and youth leagues
were established specially for the sons of al- Bawadra. In the field of
heritage and art the Saraf al- Bawadra for Heritage and Show troupe was
established. All these things are the result of the awakening which

spread all over the habitations and the desolate regions.

"And the restoration of the Mukukiyya and the investiture of the
gracious of the youth, the Mek Mutwakkil Hassan Dakin as general Mek
over al- Bawadra in the Sudan, are considered as astruggling which
surpassed all the revolutions of the peoples of the world, and its official
proclamation is in full congruencewith the proclamation of the leader
Ismail al-Azhari. The Mukukiyya was received with a joy that almost
surpassed the joy of the independenceitself and the blood of the she-
camels in streaming like the (damira), the flood water of the Nile, with

affluence , sacrificeand dignity".

These three periods constituted the psychological background of
al- Bawadra because they cover our extensive history over al-Butana
land... and they provide an answer for every question that comes to the
mind... And in the latter two periods the sons of al- Bawadra continued
to waive their rights to the others in sheer nobility and chivalry and
today we say to them enough... let us take our rights in full and to leave

the nobility and chivalry for other locations and situations™®®.

®) kitab al-Bayan fi Tariekh al- Bawadra,Op.cit..PP.21-38 .
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(a) Firstly the stagnation and decline period:

It is the period in which al-Bawadra fellows withdrew to their
personal interest and disregarding the concerns of the tribe save a
small minority who arestruggling on behalf of its name especially
after the establishment of the town's higher council during the
Anglo-Egyptian Condominium rule and the participations of some
of the al- Bawadra leaderships in it. As to the rest of the tribe they
were engaged in agriculture and grazing, nevertheless, the
pompous boasting of the tribe continued to be present especially
the poets of al- Bawadra are not few in number during the this
period...

(b) Secondly the modern awakening period:

The affairs proceeded in this manner until the fellows of al-
Bawadra felt that they are detached from the history of their
fathers and from their supremacy which had been extended all
over the spots of al-Butana. This feeling engendered a strong
motive to reinstate matters to normal and to restore it to its first

course.

This awakening exuded a class of dignitaries... each of them

hands over the banner to the one who succeeds him until the banner

arrived very exhausted in the hands of the present generation of

leaderships, and the knight, Mek Mutwakkil Hassan Dakin has immortal

acts and exploits in advocacy of the history of al- Bawadra and through

him al- Bawadra participated in many forums and important among

them is al- Butana camp and media works. His coronation as a general

Mek for the tribes of al- Bawadra has the greatest impact on the whole
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splendid success in the economic and social fields, and this success

rendered al-Bawadra the leader of the area...

In spite of these successes nevertheless the concern for our history
has been lacking in both the beginning and the middle of the period as
the media aspect was seen as a secondary factor and this neglect of the
media aspect was employed by some tribes for themselves using the
availablemeans which were exuded by the nationalistic spirit before and
after the glorious independence. Most of the chapters of the history of
the Sudan were written in this period due to the patriotic awakening
which spread throughout the country yet the tribes of al- Bawadra has
been quite far from this field despite the relative spread of the
academiceducation in the homeland of al- Bawadra. Nevertheless, the
society at that time has been in the infrastructurestage, and for this
reason it has been preoccupiedwith the economic aspect more than
others, and the advent of the mechanized agriculture and the cultivation
of wide areas were the greatest preoccupations of the society and they
achieved a great success in this aspect until they became among the most

richest of all the tribes of the Sudan.

Generally speaking <this period is considered as the honeymoon
period of the society of al- Bawadra although it witnessed unfortunate

incidents which are divided into two parts:

(1) The stagnation and decline period.

(2) The modern awakening period.

I will deal with them in brief due to the historical recency

between what we are talking about and our present day.
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transferable through the hereditary genes rendered the leadership a
disputed issue until very recently. "The investiture of Mek Mutwakkil
Hassan Dakin as a general Mek for all the tribes of al- Bawadra is
tantamount to Guhaiza who profoundly impressed the speech of every

orator”.

As I mentioned before, it is the most difficult period which weighed
heavily on the soul of the society of al- Bawadra and the surrounding
societies. The prominence of the Shukriyya nascent leadership has the
profound impact upon the society of al- Bawadra and the emergence of
the Hambata (plunder)) system as an ethically and religiously rejected

system...".

The system of the Hambata (plunder):It is one of the aspects of

armed plundering or robbery carried out by a group of knights who are
endowed with courage and generosity much more than others and they
are characterized with traits which are not similar to their mentioned

acts. Many writers hadlikened them to the early Arab vagabonds.
3) The Qarawiyya Period:

This period witnessed the formation of the social fabric of the tribes
of al- Bawadra and al- Bawadra came to have a fixed geographical map
by the establishment of the present residential complexes and this
period is different from the previous two periods, because the tribe in
this period reached a state of a greater awareness and perception ; hence
al- Bawadra achieved an incomparable success. Chronologically this

period is extending to our present day as al-Bawadra has achieved a

11



(2) The prohibition of the hunting of the monitor law:

This law was devoted to the monitor "the desert lizard"without the
entire animals for a wisdom only known by the Mekand it is that the
monitor has an eternal enmity with a dangerous species of poisonous
snakes which are killed by the monitor. And any area where there is a
monitor you will find it completely free of these poisonous snakes; and
here, my dear reader, the prohibition of the monitor hunting imposes the

ecological balance.
2) The al-Qaiman period:

It is considered among the most difficult periods which had been

sustained by al- Butana in general and by al- Bawadra, in particular.

The period of al- Qaiman or as it is also called the period of "al-
Nahiedh" means the no rule period in a figurative sense i.e., the
dissolution of the absolute autocratic rule and this state isn't confined to
the tribe alone, rather it extended to all the tribes of the Sudan because
the Mahdist revolution (1885-1899) under the leadership of al-
Khalifa'Abdallahi managed to dismember the tribal entities and
transformed the tribal allegiance into a national religious allegiance
besides ,other previous social causes which forced our society into this
stage... Despite the shortness of this period, nevertheless it left a patent

impact on the forehead.

of the society which appears in our daily transactionsinspite of the
social progress and the acute discernment and perceptivity with which

our society is presently endowed as the psychological impact which is

10



the nomads with which the Meks are endowed at their enactment of

these laws. Below is an elucidation of the purport of these strange laws.
(1)  The Sila (amonio) (Placenta) law:

This law was enacted to safeguards the livestock from the theft, for
the incoming tribes to al-Butana during the Autumn and at their
departure from al-Butana they steal the kids of the animals because they

are not branded: “the brand”, and therefore this law was enacted.

It begins with the entrance of the incoming tribes into al- Butana,
there-upon they will be met by the knights of the Mek who are
responsible for this task in the approaches of al- Butana at the Blue Nile
"al-' Adek".

Hence, they undertake the calculation of the young (kids) of the
animals and at the exist of these tribes from al-Butanathe Mek's knights
undertake the calculation of the young animals again, and whatever
exceeds the previous figure i.e., at the entrance, is considered born in al-
Butana and to prove the descent of this newborn to its mother, its
placental, i.e. the remains(after birth ) of the delivery should be carried
and shown to the Mek's knights and you should also carry them outside
al-Butana, and whoever found with even one kid without what we
mentioned, will subject himself to the punishment which might extends
to three or four camels as a fine for this act and for disobedience of the
Mek. Hence, the theft phenomenon was combatted through this
unavailing method which is considered a digital one in its time and it

achieved the objectives of its enactment.



Those four (Meks) are the very ones who engendered the prestige of
al- Bawadra amongst the other tribes. However, al-Butana has been as a
feudal state belonging to them and they fought for it until it became
exclusivelytheir property. There are traditions concerning some Meks of
al- Bawadra who reigned after the (four Meks), yet, I didn't mention this
for the lack of the historical authority... The Mekship period came to an
endwith the killing of Mek Mahmoud by the Hamaj and their

supporters...

Some of the Meks™ Laws

The Meks enacted many laws and some of them are directed
towards the interest of the folks of the area, and the other some are
concerned with the sovereignty and supremacy. At any rate the Meks
laid down a system which might be dubbed as a State or an Emirate in a
figurative sense. Here, we mention two rules of the Meks in spite of their
rigor nevertheless they represent the extent of the awareness and
perspicacity of the Meks in managing the affairs of al-Butana in
accordance with the appropriate procedures of that period and the laws

are:

1. The Sila (amnion): Placenta Law.
2. The prohibition of the hunting of the monitor (lizard)

law.

The above two laws are aimed at the interest of the folks of the area,
and you might be surprised, dear reader, but perhaps when I explains

the two laws it will become clear to you the extent of the awareness of



replete with men whom my pen is incapable to state their excellence and

undauntednessin the varieties of equestrianism, religion and generosity.

I will deal here with these three periods with much brevity and
succinctness and these periods are applicable to all the tribes of the

area which are coexistent with al — Bawadra ...

As 1 mentioned before these three periods containthe entire
history of al- Butana and not only the history of al- Bawadra ... |
obtained the details of these periods from our uncle Ahmed Youssif

al- 'Eishabiof the Shukriyya tribe and the periods are as follows:
1) The Mekship (Mukukiyya) period.

This period commenced after two years following the rise of the
Funj Kingdom i.e., in 1506 AD after the investiture the Mek Gasir Ibn
Shua'ib in the Mukukiyya as the first Bawadran Mek, "after the
participation of al- Bawadra in overthrowing the kingdom of 'Alwa".As
al-Bawadra fought with valourin that war... and al-Bawadra were
honored with the Mukukiyya which was conferred upon some tribes that

participated in the mentioned war.

When we consider the Mukukiyya period we will definitely
inquire about the heroes of that period and they are the four Meks:

1. Mek Gasir.

2. Mek Nasir.

3. Mek Mahmoud.
4. Mek Agwee.



“This pedigree combines all the fifteen © tribes of al- Bawadra and
it is ramified into branches, clans and families and it is the most accurate
pedigree which was unanimously agreed upon for all the kinsfolk of the
lineages of the various tribes of al- Bawadra and it is a portrait of
genuine characteristics where all the descendants of the tribe are
gathered all over it in such an spectacularly magnificent framework

which it is our present day society.”
The emergence and development of al-Bawadra society:

“The history of al-Butana in general and the history of al-
Bawadra in particular has underwent three stages; and these stages are
typifying us with all that we have because they constitute a portrait of
genuine characteristics and an integrated social map bearing within itself
the bygone and our present time state, and the three periods or the stages

through which our society outgrew
Like any revived human society are as follows:

1- The Mekship (Mukukiyya) period.
2- The Qaiman period.
3- The Qarawiyya period.

By tackling these three periods we will trace the history of al-Butana
since the entrance of al- Bawadra therein until the present time, because

it represents a narration of bygone centuries; such centuries which

©) Gasim .A,Encyclopaedia of tribes and GeanalogiesOp.Cit., Part 1,P.201 .
) Al-Khalifa ,Y.A.A.Al-Biyan fi Tariekh Al-Bawadra ,Op. Cit.,P.83.



tribes of al-Bawadra from the first class and the ramification of their
descendants through the centuries to constitute the present tribes of al-

Bawarda in their various geographical locations.

However, there is a mistake in all the historical references which
lies in the concomitance of the appellation of "Badriyyia or Umm-
Badir" at the mentoring of al-Bawadra tribes and this falls under the
unintended similarity and confusion. (for) Badriyya or Umm- Badir or
Bawadra are all one and the same appellation which is a tribe living in

the vicinity of al-Gadaref"®.

The tribes of Al-Bawadra has extensive participations in the
nationalistic events since the rise of the Funj Kingdom (1504-1821) and
then through the national struggle against the Turkish colonialism of
Mohamed Ali Pasha empire , and participation in the battles of the
Mahdist's state, and we have 'Umaras (princes) and leaderships in it such
as Amir Abdalla Wad Mada, Amir Wad Barajoub El- Hidierabi and
Amir Khier al-Sied al-Dabbasi and the procession continued against
theAnglo- Egyptian Colonialism and it was effective during the
independence of the Sudan under the umbrella of the National
Unionparty and with more extensive participations in our successive
national governments and they are now constituting a great social,
political and economic weight under the leadership of A/-Mek
Mutwakkil Hassan Dakin, who is now the Mek of all al-Bawadra tribes.

The Pedigree of al- Bawadra tribes
Shu'aib Ibn Wadie' Ibn Badr Ibn Beshir the first ancestor of al- Bawadra

Shimaela Gasir Nasir Abdelkarim Idris Salih Garbou' pohamed al- Mubadir
“tribe" "tribe" "tribe" "tribe" "tribe" "tribe" "tribe”
' ' v ’ v ' v
El- Shimailab El- Gasasra El- Nasirab El- Dabbasin El- Salhab El- Garabie' El-Masha'ala
El- Magaoda
+ v v
Ableed Mahmoud Mohamed Kardons
"Tribe" 5 "Tribe"
v
Al- Ablidab- al- Sha'abeet al- Karadees
v ¢ ‘ ‘

Agwee Ali Baraka Hassan Hamad Hudhier Hussien



grandfather of al-Bawadra and he is the gathering point of the pedigrees

of al-Bawadra tribes.

Concerning the appellation of al-Bawadra with this name "there
are two traditions for naming al-Bawadra with this name, and both of
them agree that the name is derived from the name of the grandfather of
al-Bawadra but the difference lies in the name of the grandfather inspite

of the verbal close affinity between the two names".

The two traditions are: (1) that the name of al-Bawadra is derived
from the name of the grandfather Badr Ibn Beshir the first grandfather of
al-Bawadra and this is the preponderant in spite of the obvious omission
in the derivation for the name is rendered as its holders like it to be not

as to the philologists liking.

(2) It is related that it is derived from the name of the grandfather,
the knight Mohamed Almubadir Ibn Shuaib"®.

There is a view in this matter. "The origin of the nickname of al-
Bawadra is ascribed to their initiative in entering the Butana land, and
this means that they are the first who inhabitedthe area"®. Thus, the
name of al-Bawadra is derived from the name of the progenitor Badr
who begot Wadie' father of each of Al-Khayari whose name is held by
the dividing area between Qadaref state and Gezira state, and Shuaib,
and from this latter issued the fifteen tribes of al-Bawadra from his
progeny with his eight sons and among them the knight Abel Karim
who is considered another turning point with his three sons and among
them the Mek Mahmoud who is considered another start with his seven

sons and they all constitute the cart and the genealogical tree of the



denoting one appellationwhich is a tribe in Eastern Sudan""and it is

centered in Eastern Sudan and in many places of the vast Sudan.

"Historians differed into two sections about the place of entry of al-
Bawadra into the Sudan, where one section thinks that they entered
across the Red Sea as it is formely named "Almahoud" and the other
section are of the opinion that they came via Darb al- Arbien i.c.,
through Egypt, and I commends this view because naturally their
entrance should be through Egypt because they entered Sudan with
their animal wealth, hence al-Bawadra immigrated to Egypt and from it
to the Sudan via Darb al- Arabien" which has been commercially

"@and the existence of the

flourishing and specially in the camels trade
tribes which are descended from our lord Ga'afar Ibn Abi Talib in
Upper Egypt and al-Bawadra along the border stripnearby the area of

"Shalatin", is the greatest evidence for this.

As to the genealogy of al-Bawadra they are Koreishite from
'Adnan whom their genealogy goes back to the choicest of best ,our lord
Ga'afar Ibn Abi Talib cousin of our lord Mohamed, the Messenger of
God (God bless him and grant him salvation), and this genealogy is
shared with them by the Ga'afara and Shukriyya tribes in the Sudan who
descend from the same lineage, "and the Shukriyya and al-Bawadra
tribes are the descendants of Ga'afar Ibn Abi Talib because both of
Shukir the grandfather of the Shukriyya and Beshir the grandfather of al-

9(3)

Bawadra or Umm- Badir are brothers™’and Beshir Ibn Idris is the great

W~Awn al- Sherief Gasim: The Encyclopedia of the Tribes and the Genealogies, part-1 — Khartoum.

University Press, p. 201.(in Arabic).
@)yasserAbdallaAbderahim Al — Khalifa: al-Biyan fi Tarikhie al- Bawadra., Khartoum, 2014, p.19.

(3)sudan record office,Vol. 3,1920,PP.63-64. (4) Al-Khalifa Y.A. Al-Bian fi tariekh ..Op.Cit., p.13 . (5) al-iedhah fi tariekh al-
Almadaeng.SuliemanFaid Mohamed Faid ,Currency Printing press Lt ,1stedition,2015,P.41.



In 1506, al-Bawadra entered the area of al-Butanaas the first Arabic
element in the area and they established therein the (Mekship)State
after unilateral battles against the remnants of the kingdom of 'Alwa who
are known as the "'4Anaj" who are brave knights, of corpulent body and
long stature, and the knights of al-Bawadra came out victorious and the
Mek continued to govern al- Butana and he laid down rules and laws
which were followed by the Meks who succeeded him until the reign of

Mek Agwi who is considered the last Mek of al-Bawadra.

Al Bawadra tribes are centered in al-Qadaref, Kassala, Khartoum,
Gezira, Sinnar and along the Sudan- Egyptian border strip and in some
neighboring states such as Eretria, Egypt and in many cornersof land on
the earth. They have a record of participations in the patriotic and
nationalistic events and eternal relationships with most of the tribes of
the Sudan. Recently, the restoration of the Mekship was celebrated as it
represents a time-honored historical legacy, and the investiture of Mek
Mutwakkil Hassan Dakin as a great Mek of al-Bawadra tribes in the

Sudan.

This appendix includes a brief historical outlines of the history of al
—Bawadra tribes ,their age- old heritage in al-Butana land; the land of
the Meks, and all their details will be included in a nutshell in line with

the goals of this publication.
al-Bawadra Tribes:

al-Bawadra: It is one of the Arab tribes which entered the Sudan in
the fourteenth century amongst the Arabic migrations to North and West

Africa, and their names of "Badiriyya or Umm -Badir or Bawadra are all



Historical Outlines
Introduction:

al-Bawadra tribes: Their lineage descent from the family of the
Prophet ,our lord Mohamed, the Messenger of God, from the choicest of
the best our lord, Ga'afar Ibn Abi Talib "al- Taiyyar" and their
progenitor is Idris Ibn Ahmed Ibn Mohamed who begot Beshir the
grandfather of al-Bawadra tribe, who entered the Sudan in the fourteenth
century amongst the Arab migrations to the Sudan for the spreading of
the Islamic religion and to find a suitable environment for farming and
pasturage, and they settled in central Sudan during the reign of the
Christian kingdom of 'Alwa (ca. 500-1504) which has been prevailing at

that time.

After many wars and disturbances by the subjects of the kingdom
of 'Alwa due to the significant difference in the race and local culture of
customs and traditions, the famous historical alliance came into being
between each of Abdalla Jamma' and 'Amara Dunqgas to overthrow the
kingdom of 'Alwa. 'Abdalla Jamma' was named Jamma' because he
brought together the Bedouin tribes to fight that despotic and suzerain
kingdom and among them are al- Bawadra who fought with valour in
that war which ended up with the fall of the kingdom of 'Alwa and the
rise of the Funj Kingdom (1504-1821). Some of these tribes were
conferred the rank of Mek which is a “local king” and due to the valor
and courage of al-Bawadra knights, the knight Shu'aib was appointed as
a general Mek of the al Bawadra tribe as the first Mek in a solemn and

highly impressive ceremony.



In the Name of God, TheMerciful, the Compassionate

The Scion of Mada

The MekMutwakkil Hassan Dakin
The Mek of all al- Bawadra Tribes in the Sudan

Appendix Two

Historical Qutlines

YassirAbdalla Abdel Rahim El- Khlalifa
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