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The "Problems on Hold" file which | opened back in
July 2002 is till open. Last week saw the 109th episode
in this series of problems which registers in the major
part the curtailed citizenship rights of Copts in Egypt.
Back then, | redlised the importance of keeping a straight,
precise, objective record of these problems, to etch them
in the Egyptian memory and wake up the national
conscience to the need of a candid national dialogue.

| was dways convinced that acknowledging the prob-
lems—some of which were the outcome of flawed legida-
tion, and most the product of the sick attitudes and
practices that gave religious loyalties precedence over
national ones—was a precondition to any remedy. | took
pains to emphasise, however, the very obvious difference
between diagnosing the allment and prescribing the
remedy. While | presented the former with absolute
transparency inside and outside Egypt, | was outspoken in
my commitment to finding answers for the latter solely
within the context of a national dialogue. | was careful not
to be washed away in the current which advocated foreign
pressure—whether political or economic—on the Egyptian
government in order to force it to tackle the curtailed
citizenship rights of Copts.

With thisin mind, | was aways vocal on the problems
of Egyptiansin general and Copts in particular regarding
democracy and citizenship rights. | realised it was futile
to conced or beautify facts in the transparent, well-
connected world of today, and it was equaly absurd to
claim that Coptic grievances were a mere domestic issue
in order not to tarnish Egypt's image. This argument
especialy only served to fortify the syndrome, since it
established the concept that no allment mattered aslong as
the outward image was proper. It strongly—and bitter-
ly—brought to mind the adage of "People who condone
vice but fear scandal .

Time and again, it was proved that candour, disclosure,
and the refusal to falsify the truth, together with insisting
upon a national dialogue, holding on to our partners in
the homeland, and rejecting all forms of foreign inter-
vention, earned the understanding and respect of
al—especidly outside Egypt. It is an attitude which
harmonises with the outlook of the majority of workersin
the political, diplomatic, and human rights domain. In
these circles, matters are redlistically reported with no
attempt at beautifying or obscuring them, and peaceful
co-existence, acceptance of the other, and rapprochement
are encouraged as the only substitutes to violent struggle.
It is also self-evident that international relations follow
mutua interests and strategic alliances, and can never be
subject to the aspirations of some local minority, no
matter how severe its grievances.

Admittedly, there has been in every relevant conven-
tion extremist, raucous elements which clamour to
mobilise foreign forces against Egypt, claiming thus to
pressurise the Egyptian government into enacting the
long aspired reforms. | aways believed it was neither
wise nor patriotic to merely condemn such repulsive
attitudes and refrain from participating, since this would
practically leave the field wide open for them to trifle
with our cause. And it has always been highly reward-
ing that the presence of wise, moderate Muslim and
Christian Egyptians—myself included—acted as a safety
valve against blowing up the cause, and ensured that the
sound of reason and patriotism was heard—and followed.
Egyptians and foreigners as well appreciated and res-
pected my insistence that Coptic grievances could only
be solved through the spirit of brotherly love and fel-
lowship between Muslims and Copts, and certainly not
through any foreign imposition.

There has been so far no Egyptian initiative for the na-
tional dialogue we so long for. Political and party lead-
ers stubbornly insist there is no problem in the first
place. Legislative discrimination between Copts and
Muslims persist, and practices that differentiate between
then according to their religious identity abound. To say
nothing of the recent blow directed to Copts by the po-
litical leadership and ruling party, both of which refused
to lift afinger towards acknowledging or solving Coptic
grievances, and sufficed by announcing there was no
difference between Copts and Muslims. In view of
which something had to be done to keep the Coptic
cause in the light—whether at home with our partnersin
the homeland or abroad with other Egyptians and non-
Egyptians—without giving up on our convictions. We
did not fall prey to the rabid condemnation campaigns
in our media and streets against any convention which
plans to discuss our citizenship rights, since these mere-
ly aim at bringing us to our knees, to surrender and pa-
tiently await a solution—nonetheless not on the ho-
rizon—to our problems.

Thus was my decision taken to participate in the
Washington conference on citizenship rights scheduled
for next week.

Maged Samir

As Egyptians head to the ballot
boxes this month, what is it that
they aspirefor? |

Mohammed al-Badri, one of the
founders of the Misr al-Umm
(Mother Egypt) political party
which dill awaits licence, cdls
for a civil—as opposed to a re-
ligious—society and advocates
rational judgement when handling
controversa  issues.  Al-Badri
argues that the absence of dem-
ocracy and the growing tendency
towards religiousness in society
over the past decades has promoted the culture of violence and

advanced nations.

failed to enjoy strong relations with Europe, the US and most

enper-acy—-s—the-answer

an entity which does not ac-
commodate democracy, liber-
aism or tolerance. Egyptians
never dreamt of running their
country; their utmost aspiration
wasto enjoy justice.

The period from the 1919
national revolution to the 1952
Revolution which wasin prin-
ciple an army officers’ move-
ment, was exceptional in the
country’s higtory in that it a-
lowed a nascent democratic
tide to thrive. After 1952

things went back to the age-old central government rule.

deepened sectarian division.
In an interview with Watani, a-Badri explained his vison
regarding the Egyptian crisis.

How do you evaluate the current situation in Egypt?

It is quite obvious. Democracy has been absent for some 50
years now, and the past few decades have witnessed a sweep-
ing wave of religiousness. People lost the ability of critical as-
sessment, and violence and sectarian rifts mushroomed. The
government realises that severa regimes in the region are un-
der international pressures to reform, and thus seeks to use in-
ternal conditions to hold on to power. In so far asit cannot find
solutions to socio-economic problems, the government could
play on divisions among sects and classes of society.

How can that be?

Through alowing the press to focus on the latest news of the
Mudlim Brotherhood—an outlawed group—and permitting
them to spread religioudly biased messages, while at the same
time refusing to license other parties to act within the legal
framework. The resultisamajor crisis on the domestic and ex-
ternd levels. Poverty and unemployment have grown in un-
precedented rates. As for Egypt’'s foreign ties, the regime

How can you per ceivethe situation in the Arab World?

The so-caled Arab Nationalism has entirely disappeared; the
Baath Party in Irag is no longer, and the Syrian Bagth is & its
darkest moments. Libya's agenda is dissociated from those of
the rest of the Arab World. What remain are the Arabs of the
Wahhabi thought, which have historical rivarieswith Egypt.
Do you believe secularisn may be the way out of the
current crisis?

Since society and reason are now immersed in re-
ligiousness, rejecting the ‘other’ has become the norm
among Muslims and Christians, and secularism has be-
come anonymous to apostasy and atheism. The State has
allowed—deliberately or not—religion to be exploited in
politics, and permitted fanatics to distort secular ideas and
create an extremely negative image of them. It is re-
grettable that the current situation does not provide for
secular reform, because State apparatuses are not ready
for such a transformation. Change should start with the
government first.

What doesthismean?
Egypt has aways been ruled through a central government,

Does thismean reform isimpossible?

There s limited hope. Change must start from the top be-
cause the government is the only apparatus capable of
propagating modern thought gradually among society’s dif-
ferent classes, starting from the most to the least educated.
Only thus can the ideas and notions imported from the Ara-
bian Peninsula and historically alien to our people's
thought be confronted.

Can foreign pressure affect the regime’s tendency towards
reform?

Egypt has never been subject to such major foreign pressure
in its recent history. Globalisation and democracy place major
challenges before the regime because if the government ad-
vocates change, it will be accused of treason by the fanatic re-
ligious currents, and if it persists in ‘no change', it will face
foreign pressure.

Sowhat istheanswer?

Reform should start with the media and education system,
for thiswill create new generations able to adopt critical think-
ing, place science and knowledge at the top of their priorities
and accept the ‘other’. Findly, it should be stressed that de-
mocracy isthe answer to all of our problems.

Were are the wonen?

Women should not only vote in elections, but should also
actively participate by themselves standing for election.
Hypothetically, if 30 women were to contest 30 of the 444
parliamentary seats, and if, theoreticaly, it is assumed that al of them won—which
is in practice impossible—the representation of women representation would till
be only 10 per cent.

Withdrawal

Analysts believe that ignorance, poverty and social disapprova of
the idea of women taking key decisions are behind the grass-roots
withdrawa of women from political life. Yet these reasons appear
unreasonable when gpplied to the case of professional syndicate
elections, since women who are successful professionals do not
usually concede to such negative ideas. This is particularly true in
case of professionals who play an effective role in forming public
opinion such asjourndists and lawyers, anong whom women form
asubstantia proportion. Even so, there has not been a single wom-
an on either of the boards of these two syndicates for two suc-
cessive rounds. Are there no competent women worthy of filling
such apost?

It isinteresting that the women who nominated themselves for the
position of head of the journdists' syndicated in the recent elections
did not conduct any campaigns, despite being little-known. The
result is that they did not win a single vote, which means that they
did not even vote for themselves. Does this make any sense?

Nadia Bar soum

Perplexing answers

Why do qualified and competent women not come forward to
claim leading posts? There are indeed many such women, but they
refrain from doing so.

In a four-day training session held by the Egyptian Centre for
Women's Rights, women were drilled in communication and
negotiation skills, handling supporters and opponents, forming an
effective campaign team, dedling with inflexible characters, and
planning press campaigns.

Participating women were asked why they did not step forward to
nominate themselves. The answers were rather unexpected. Some
said it was difficult of win votes, especialy since other women may
not support them because of jealousy. Others pointed out that most
men did not believe in women's leadership skills, while many said
that the colossal family responsibilities of women made it amost
impossible for them to carry further burdens.
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ings of bitterness. In my study

taught me the saying "He Soliman Shafiq Copts between National and

who concedls his ailment is
killed by it". And our col-
lective allment as Egyptians is an in-
ability to see our shortcomings. Instead,
weloudly boast "How great are we!"

| relay this remark, with some bitter-
ness, to al those who have vocifer-
oudy, and with flagrant bias opposed
the projected conference in Washington
to discuss the citizenship rights of
Copts. It seems as if they have never
read any of the wide research, studies,
or articles on the long suffering of the
Copts. How can we boast of our first
elected president while the rights of mil-
lions of Egyptian citizens are curtailed?

Deprived

Copts are not only all but deprived of
building new churches, but are aso sub-
jected to a stream of seemingly un-
ending hindrances if they wish to re-
store or renovate existing church
buildings. Copts are deprived of at-
taining high ranking posts in the State;
there is no Chrigtian university pres-
ident, no Christian governor, no Chris-
tian bank president, to cite but a few.
The Idamic University of a-Azhar is
funded through the taxes of al Egyp-
tians, but is the privilege of Mudim
scholars done; Chrigtians are forbidden
from joining even its supposedly non-
religious schools such as medicine or
engineering.

| do not wish to go into further detail
on this, since it invariably produces fed-

Ecclesagtical Deprivation |

found that Copts, according to
1995 datistics, represented about 10 per
cent of our population and 22.5 per cent
of our nationa wedth, whereas their
politica representation does not exceed
one per cent. This study was published
ten years ago, with an introduction by the
esteemed intellectual and scholar Dr
Mustafad-Fioqi

A good hard look

| ask dl who are concerned about
Egyptian nationalism, and those who
grumble against any foreign inter-
vention, first to take a good hard look at
our defects. Unacknowledged, they will
remain untreated. Viruses only over-
come wesk bodies. We should treat our
failings and not hide them; only then
can we bewhole.

As an Egyptian citizen | ask our
elected President Hosni Mubarak to
fulfil his electoral pledges of equal
citizenship rights to all, because it is
not correct that those who gave Mu-
barak their votes and should end up
with their rights violated or curtailed.

As for those who claim to protect
the honour of the Egyptian family, |
implore you not to stretch out your
hands in oppression against the Copts.
Only when Copts are finadly equal to
their Muslim counterparts will |
wholeheartedly endorse that there is
no need for the Washington confer-
ence to take place.

Aghapy

Egypt's Coptic community got its own sat-
dlite televison channd—promptly named
Aghapy or ‘Love in Coptic—this month.
Many Copts see the creation of the channel as
an essential tool to assert their repressed
identity, but some fear the Church'’s patronage
of the channel may fan sectarian strife. A
Biblical quotation and a glowing Jesus next to
a Coptic cross top the channel’s promotiona
poster, which promises viewers hymns, holy
liturgies and documentaries on ancient
monasteries. Aghapy TV is due to dart
broadcasting tomorrow on Telestar 12, a US-
operated satellite network which spans Egypt
and severd African countries.

Bank for sale

The Nationa Bank of Egypt, (NBE), one of
Egypt's four large state-owned banks, earlier
this month declared it was looking to sell the
24.3 million shares, or 18.7 per cent stake, it

mzZ—r~wnws=m?zZ

holds in Commercia

International Bank  customers. Oracle’s Global Product Support

indugtrialists wishing to become part of the QIZ

officids will discuss the agreements reached

SAE. CIB is Egypt's largest private-sector
commercia bank, with total assets of $4.8
billion at the end of 2004. The sale of govern-
ment-owned shares in private banks is part of
the restructuring process taking place within
the banking sector, aiming to reduce the
number of banks operating in Egypt from the
current 56 to some 36.

IBM and Oracle

Several agreements on software exports
were signed last week between international
software producer IBM and Egypt's Smart
Village. IBM declared it would work on
advanced research in Egypt once the propor-
tion of Egyptian programmersin its centre ex-
ceeded 40 per cent. On a comparable note,
Oracle will be shifting services work from
Europe to the Middle East, with the software
giant using the Global Product Support Centre
in Egypt to provide services to its European

facility will be based a Egypt's Xceed
Contact Center, the largest in the southern
M editerranean region.

Egyptian week

An Egyptian cultural week was held in
Shanghal and ended last Friday. It coincided
with celebrating the golden jubilee of
Egyptian-Chinese diplomatic relations, es-
tablished on 30 May 1956, and the resumption
of the Cairo-Beijing flights following a three-
year suspension. Activities during the week
included performances by the Caro Ballet
troupe, the Cairo Symphony Orchestra, the
Tannoura folkloric troupe and an exhibit of
Phareonic pictures. The Chinese periodical
Commercial Express printed a specia 105-
page issue on Egypt.

Expanding Q1Z
In response to requests from many Egyptian

ded sgned last year, Egypt and the US have
reeched a ded whereby the number of in-
dustria zones benefiting from the Quaified In-
dustrid Zones agreement (QIZ) will be in-
creased. Some 4,500 manufacturers of chem-
icas, engineering, leather goods, foodstuffs,
clothing and textiles in Delta provinces, and
companies in industria zones in Grester Cairo,
Suez Cand and Alexandria are expected to
benefit. The expansion of the QIZ protocol will
give member firms the concession to export to
US markets free of customstariffs and quotas.

Alexandria-Baltimore

The Egyptian Alexandria and the US Bal-
timore City will celebrate the tenth an-
niversary of the sister-city declaration this
month. The Alexandria Businessmen Associa-
tion will join in the celebration, hoping to
make use of cooperation opportunities in
banking, education and tourism. The two city

between them during Batimore delegation's
visit to Egypt in April 2004.

Cairo-Aswan Road

Five hillion Egyptian Pounds is the estim-
ated cost for developing the Aswan-Cairo road
with the am of establishing it as an inter-
national highway. The project will be executed
in three stages, from West Fayoum 100km
southwest Cairo to both Assiut in the south
and Burg d-Arab in the north, and from
Assiut to Aswan in the south.

From pre-historic times

Al-Arish museum in North Sinai is ready to
receive tourist. Exhibits from eight other
museums have been moved to the new mu-
seum which was five years in congtruction, a
acost of LE5S0 million. Al-Arish museum will
showcase the history of Sinai from prehistoric
timestill Iamic rule.
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Our Pope in Tears

Pope Shenouda III Approaches his 34™ Anniversary as Patriarch
of Alexandria Amidst a Time of Persecution and Suffering

By Magdi Khalil

His Holiness Pope Shenouda 111, the
117th Pope of Alexandria and Patri-
arch of the Apostolic See of St Mark,
is a remarkable religious leader who
is acclaimed both domestically and
internationally. Courage, determina-
tion, love and ecumenism are the dis-
tinctive traits of his ministry as well
as his own extraordinary character.
These qualities were not only recog-
nized by his nation, but by the inter-
national community as well.

It comes as no surprise then, that
the Pope has served as head of The
Middle East Council of Churches
more than one term, a President of
the World Council of Churches, has
received several international awards
including the UNESCO Prize for the
Promotion of Tolerance and Non-
Violence in 2000 and the Gaddafi’s
Award for Human Rights in 2003.
His Holiness has also been awarded
four honorary Doctoral Degrees in
Theology; three from American Uni-
versities and one from a German Uni-
versity. During his papacy, the Coptic
Orthodox Church has exceedingly
expanded worldwide, and the Pope
has made many visits to cities around
the globe where he was received with
joyful enthusiasm and great apprecia-
tion.

The Pope’s devotion and commit-
ment to Egypt is a well-acknowl-
edged fact. When he said that “Egypt
is not a homeland where we live, but
ahomeland that lives in us,” the Pope
was talking from the heart. His genu-
ine, profound and unshakable patri-
otism inspired those words that oth-
ers continue to quote.

On the regional level, the Pope has
always been interested in Arab
causes, and in whatever issues af-
fected the life of Arabs, and this sin-
cere interest has rightfully earned him
the title of “The Pope of the Arabs.”

Last but not least, Pope Shenouda
possesses outstanding gifts as an in-
tellectual, a poet, an experienced poli-
tician and a charismatic speaker in
cultural and political circles; all of
which are exceptional qualities in the
history of Alexandria’s popes. This
powerful religious leader, who has
authored more than a hundred spir-
itual books, is also known for his
sense of humor and positive outlook.

It comes as a shock when, for the
first time in his long history of pub-
lic work, the Pope was distressed to
the point of tears on October 26™ dur-
ing one of his regular Wednesday ser-
mons at St. Mark Cathedral in Cairo.

So, what brought this remark-
able man to the point of tears?

More than one reason, actually:

e The Pope has witnessed several
violent episodes against the Copts,
starting with the infamous Suez in-
cident in January 4, 1952, where
members of the Muslim Brotherhood
movement carried out a barbaric at-
tack on a number of Copts, setting
victims on fire, dragging them in the
street and dumping them in a church
before they set it on fire as well. Un-
fortunately, this shameful incident
marked the beginning of a trend of
excessive violence that tainted the
past five decades, ending with the re-
cent destructive riot that took place
in Alexandria on October 21%. Ac-
cording to the /bn Khaldun Center of
Development Studies, there were
more than 120 violent attacks against
the Copts starting with the Khanka
incident on August, 9, 1972 and end-
ing with the recent Alexandria events.
Those attacks included, among oth-
ers, horrible massacres such as al-
Zawiya al-hamra incident where 200
Copts were killed, al-Kosh where 21
Copts were killed and the abu-Korkas
church were 13 Copts were killed.

Throughout these long years, the
Egyptian media’s coverage of such
incidents was mostly misleading,
portraying the attacks as “unfortunate
incidents”, with ambiguous headlines
such as “sectarian sedition”, “a mu-
tual fight”, a “conflict between Copts
and Muslims”, “a clash provoked by
both sides” and “acts of violence car-
ried out by extremists from both
sides”. Not once did they state the
obvious: that these attacks were in-
stigated by one side, and constituted
a criminal activity that can be con-
sidered a collective terrorist act.

Mr. Galal Amin, author, and Pro-
fessor of Economics at the American
University in Cairo, was possibly
irked by this deliberate deception
when he wrote the following words:
“Sectarian sedition is a term that does
not tell you who was the attacker,
who is the victim of the attack, and

who should answer for the whole in-
cident. It also implies that the two
sects share equal responsibility, which
is not the case here, the Muslims and
the Copts are not simply two religious
sects, they are a majority and a mi-
nority, and since the majority has
power over the police force, the gov-
ernment, and the media, it is reason-
able to say that it should also be held
accountable for maintaining security,
bearing more responsibility for that
aspect than the minority.”

There is no way for this crisis to
be resolved if we can’t even portray
the situation honestly, and discard the
customary deception and cover-up.

e The loss of Coptic lives and pos-
sessions, as the issue of Coptic secu-
rity was turned into a political game;
one that is being carelessly tossed
back and forth amongst the Muslim
Brotherhood, the ruling party and the
security agencies.

e The appalling hypocrisy of the
Egyptian media that praises the Pope
effusively when he defends the Pal-
estinian cause, and turns viciously
against him whenever he makes the
slightest attempt to touch on the sub-
ject of Coptic suffering. Some of
those newspapers have even sunk as
low as provoking readers against the
Copts, claiming that they are to blame
for the Muslims’ current crisis with
the world.

e The subjugation of the Coptic
population — millions of individuals
with a rich legacy and great potential
are being regarded — or rather disre-
garded — as a mere security issue, to
be manipulated at the whim of secu-
rity agencies: from spreading vicious
rumors, setting off riots, sneaking pro-
vocative material to the tabloids to
serve their own agendas, implanting
spies to keep track of the happenings
in the Coptic community and particu-
larly in the places of worship, to
blocking governmental decrees,
showing blatant bias towards con-
verts, impeding Coptic civic action,
etc.

e The hundreds of bitter complaints
the Pope receives from his afflicted
flock, and his inability to stop the in-
justice, cruelty and persecution. No
one can imagine the pain this can
cause.

e The lack of justice that has clearly
manifested during the last three dec-
ades where the system failed to ad-
dress properly the cruelties commit-
ted against the Copts, and the victims’
cry for restitution and justice that went
unheard. The inadequate court verdict
concerning “al-Kosh” incident is
proof enough, and the Pope’s painful
disappointment can be clearly heard
in this succinct comment: “We will
appeal to God.” Justice cannot be car-
ried out in the absence of a fair inves-
tigation to identify the real perpetra-
tors and the ones working behind the
scene. It is both sad and strange that
the Egyptian State, despite its numer-
ous resources, has failed to conduct
such an investigation.

e The exceeding fanaticism that has
infected a good part of the society, and
has shown its ugly face countless
times over the years. The common
Egyptian citizen is not shying away
from violence when it comes to con-
frontation with Copts, and the under-
lying current of violence that is ready
to erupt at the slightest provocation
is a true reason for alarm. The bleak
warning that the Egyptian street is
turning into a “major Jihad move-
ment” is not so far from the truth. A
deep-seated hatred towards the “non-
Muslim” other seems to be feeding
that frightening propensity for vio-
lence.

e The government won’t allow the
Pope to do more than calm his peo-
ple and curb their anger in the after-
math of those incidents. To quote Mr.
Refaat el-Said: “they want to turn the
church into a ‘lightning deflector’.”
Meanwhile they adamantly refuse to
give the Pope the chance to relay his
people’s suffering. If he happens to
overstep those boundaries and make
“inconvenient” statements, the media
retaliates with accusations of “inter-
ference in State affairs,” among other
outrageous claims that aim to disre-
pute him.

¢ The angry voices that have been
yelling for him to offer an apology for
an incident that happened behind
closed doors, despite the fact that an
unbiased investigative committee has
yet to prove that an offence was com-
mitted in the first place. At this point,
it seems that the raging mob was fed
false information, as the General At-
torney declared to al-4hram newspa-
per that there was no theatre play and
no crowds to watch it in the church.
On the other hand, no one ever pays
much attention to the small and big
transgressions that offend Egypt’s

Copts and demean Christianity on a
daily basis, whether in the media or
through the popular spiritual books
written by al-Shaarawi, Kishk, Omar
abdel-Kafi, Zagloul el-Nagar,
Mohamed Emara, and others that
have left a deep impact on the young
generation of readers. It is truly
shocking that, in some instances, the
destruction and massacre of peaceful
Copts inside their churches, homes
and businesses was only met with to-
tal silence. So who should be the one
to apologize? And who should be put
on trial?

e The deception and scheming that
is typical of the government’s deal-
ings with the Pope through its offi-
cial delegates. The government serves
its own agenda, and has no qualms
about putting words into his mouth,
or giving promises that they have no
intention of keeping.

e The lack of concern shown by the
regime for vital issues such as national
unity and equality that are based on
citizenship rights. Not surprising
since the regime’s interests lie else-
where: power and fortune, and the
vital issues mentioned have no place
in that scheme.

e The allegations that the Pope’s life
is in danger and the rumors about a
“fatwa” (Islamic ruling) to terminate
his life, all of which are part of the
blackmail and intimidation tech-
niques meant to curb his active in-
volvement and subdue the Coptic
community, with no regard to the dev-
astating economic and political reper-
cussions of such rumors.

e The past harassment that goes
back to Sadat’s days when the late
Egyptian president issued a presiden-
tial decree to exile the Pope to the
Monastery of St. Pishoy, imprison
eight bishops, twenty-four priests and
about 1500 leading Coptic lay figures.
Later, President Mubarak released the
detainees, but strangely did not ter-
minate the Pope’s exile for more than
three years. The echoes of the past can
still be felt in our present time, and
while the Pope’s freedom is not re-
stricted, he is operating under an “in-
visible” siege, and his actions are be-
ing constantly scrutinized.

e Gestures of peace and unity have
sadly failed to achieve their purpose
and the hundreds of Ifiar parties in
the month of Ramadan that host Mus-
lim and Christian figures did not help
to forge ties of national unity or bridge
the ever-widening gap.

e The society’s extreme reaction
when a Coptic citizen commits a mis-
take or an error of judgment that af-
fects a Muslim, at which point an “in-
dividual” incident can easily turn into
ariot, while collective acts of violence
are committed against the Copts. We
can not reasonably expect that all
Copts will maintain an ideal behavior
at all times, and mistakes are bound
to happen, but the danger lies in the
fact that many Muslims have the ten-
dency to jump in blindly to back up
their affronted “brother,” and the
Coptic population ends up paying a
heavy price for the wrong done by a
single Coptic citizen.

The long years of struggle, the
heartache and the pent-up frustration
must have overwhelmed H.H. Pope
Shenouda on that particular Wednes-
day. He must have been wondering
about his relationship with the State,
what choices were right, and what
went wrong, and whether the time has
come to think of a new strategy for
the future.

The Coptic community needs to re-
view its current situation in the light
of several new facts:

1. The Status of the Copts continues
to deteriorate to the extent that the in-
ternational community classifies them
as “a trapped and persecuted minor-
ity.” The Copts face more challenges
with each new day.

2. The World is changing; inter-rela-
tionships and mutual engagement are
features of this new age. We should
make an honest and radical reassess-
ment of the old beliefs about foreign
interference and unwanted influences.
What would be the point of having a
United Nations, international organi-
zations, and civil society and human
rights associations if they are con-
stantly relegated to the sidelines?
There are moments in every nation’s
life where the opportunity for a his-
torical change presents itself, those
moments are rare enough and should
not be wasted in favor of old sayings.
3. Tackling difficult challenges was
the mark of a number of international
religious leaders: the American advo-
cate of civil rights Martin Luther
King, Bishop Makarios in Cyprus,
Bishop Tito in South Africa, Pope
John Paul II in Communist Poland

S't. Veronia Christian Academy:
A Monumental Coptic Institution in Canada

In Toronto North York threads of spiritual enrichment,
social services and academic curricula are woven to form a
living, knitted tapestry

By Fayek M. Ishak

At the outset, it is worthwhile to note
that the Coptic Synaxarion places a
distinction between Saint Verena,
(280-344 A.D.) who accompanied the
Theban Legion to the German Sector
of Switzerland and Saint Veronia, who
is the niece of Abbess Ouryana and
the austerely devout nun in an isolated
convent between the Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers in Mesopotamia.
Saint Veronia was martyred during the
reign of Emperor Diocletian (284-
305) by squeezing her body against a
revolving wheel and combing it with
a sharp-pointed iron comb! She is
commemorated in our Church on 1
Abib.

During the pastoral visit of His
Holiness Pope Shenouda III to St.
George and Anba Rueiss Coptic Or-
thodox Church in Toronto on January
20, 1999, H.H. stated that it is quite
advisable to establish Coptic schools
in the lands of immigration mainly to
arm our youth with the solid shield of
Orthodox faith. This would keep
them intact against contemporary so-
cial and moral upheavals.

As a result, a Christian Academy
named after St. Veronia was founded
in July 1999 by Hegumenos Rueiss

St. George and Anba Rueiss Coptic Orthodox Church in North York
(Toronto), Canada. It houses the St. Veronia Christian Academy, a rec-
reational centre, a bookstore and audio-visual aids, a papal residence,
a banquet hall, St. Rueiss International Aid Society, Bethlehem Eu-
charistic Bread Room, Day Care Centre, Tabeetha Embroidery Room,
and a refectory. Photo by Dr. Fayek M. Ishak. Church website: http:/
/www.coptic.org/stgorgca/

Academy was inaugurated by His Ho-
liness Pope Shenouda IIT on August 26,
1999 with the presence of civic digni-
taries.

Why is this Academy named after
Saint Veronia? This is due to the fact

One group of pupils in their daily uniform and the staff of St. Veronia
Christian Academy in North York, Canada. Photo by Fr. Gawargious

Michael.

Awad, a pastor of tremendous out-
pouring potential and painstaking
vigilance in serving his congregation.
He introduced a system of celebrat-
ing four Divine Liturgies on Sunday
which are mostly Basilian and occa-
sionally Gregorian and Cyrillian in
English and Coptic and some Arabic.
Grdce a Dieu. He took the initiative
to work out a daily office hours for
the clergy from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
and from 6:00 pm to 11:00 pm. He
also worked out an open office con-
sultation with him on Thursday from
6:00 pm to 1:00 am mainly to cater
for congregational problems that
would erupt at different times. The

and Patriarch Sufeir in Lebanon.
Their life experiences are worthy of
a careful study that would surely ben-
efit the Coptic Church in its present
struggle.

4. As an international Christian fig-
ure, Pope Shenouda might in fact be
the most equipped to expose and fight
international terrorism. After all, he
—along with his people — are bearing
the burnt of its attack, and still live
in the midst of a region that serves as
its breeding ground. Pope John Paul
II who was originally from Poland,
and who lived there when the coun-
try was in the total grip of the com-
munists, effectively helped to bring
down communism. Likewise, Pope
Shenouda can play a significant role
in the fight against terrorism, in co-
operation with Pope Benedict XVI
who is well aware of the threat this
phenomenon is posing, and with the
help of enlightened Muslims who
have also suffered its painful reper-
cussions.

Magdi Khalil is a political analyst,
researcher, author and Executive Edi-
tor of the Egyptian weekly Watani In-
ternational. He is also a columnist
for Asharq Al-Awsat newspaper, Lon-
don, a free-lance writer for several
Arabic language newspapers, and a
frequent contributor to Middle East
broadcast news TV. Mr. Khalil has
also published three books and writ-
ten numerous research papers on citi-
zenship rights, civil society, and the
situation of minorities in the Middle
East. E-mail:
Magdikh@hotmail.com

that its registration by Mrs. Madeline
Badawy took place on the celebration
feast of this saint.

Akindergarten class named St. George
Mini School had a modest beginning
with forty-five children in 1999-2000.
Presently, it has developed to a full-
fledged eight-class Primary School and
a prospective High School in the adja-
cent new building which was regis-
tered in the City Hall of North York on
March 6, 2003.

The Church has undertaken to sup-

port the Academy financially and spir-
itually. A preliminary sum of
C$100,000 was paid in 2001-02 to
cover school expenses and this sum has
been increased ever since. Donations
from those who are well-to-do among
the congregation have played func-
tional roles in easing the financial bur-
den.
A special Divine Liturgy is celebrated
for the pupils of the school every Fri-
day morning. It is really enchanting
to hear those young people reciting the
Lord’s Prayer in Coptic and quite ex-
hilarating to listen to hymnic chants in
pure Coptic melody by those valuable
treasures of the future!

Apart from the regular Public
School subjects, the curriculum of the
Academy includes such religious sub-
jects as the History of Coptic Ortho-
doxy, Coptic language and Church
Hymns which are taught by Fr.
Gawargious, Fr. Makary and Fr.
Mikhail.

Surely, this conjoint efficacy be-
tween secular and religious subjects
will produce a well-integrated citizen
who is capable of dealing with others
on many social levels without indulg-
ing into the liberal drawbacks of the
Western social milieu. This does not
mean we are looking down upon those
with whom we share our environment.
We should select what is beneficial and
try to sublimate any pitfalls and move
ahead as much as it is practically pos-
sible to godly perfection and to the
Orthodox life of grace!

The extended hand of charitable
love and heartily forgiveness with
which these graduates are armed can
do miracles in ameliorating social
norms and taking effective strides to-
wards the earnestly required sublime
values. At least by supplying vivid
practical examples to the society out
of those which they have learnt theo-

retically at school and kept in store till
the nick of time. Viewed in this sense,
it is not surprising that individualistic
and even whole congregations of other
denominations joined our Church and
were quite happy to use the translated
liturgy with which I am familiar. In
point of truth, those newcomers to Or-
thodoxy became very zealous and
stricter than usual adherents to Coptic
piety.

Under the Leadership of the Main
Church, the following satellite centers
have been established:

(1) Spiritually enlivening Bible
Study Centers have been set up since
2002 at (a) York Mills and Victoria
Park, (b) Richmond Hills, (c) Kennedy
and 401 Highway (Antrim), (d) Don
Mills and Finch, (e) Pharmacy and
Sheppard, and (f) Port Union.

(2) The industrious Fr. Rueiss has,
moreover, established in the suburbs
of Toronto (a) a Home for Retreat in
Thorn Barrie which was inaugurated
by H.H. Pope Shenouda III on Sep-
tember 23, 1997, (b) a Mausoleum at
the Memorial Ontario Garden on Sep-
tember 27, 1999, (¢) The Church of
St. John the Baptist and St. Elizabeth
in the city of Barrie in January 2002,
and (d) a Printing Press in Oshawa in
September 2002.

This would virtually confirm the
Biblical text of being “the salt of the
earth” and “the light of the world.”
(Matt. 5:13-14) After all, we are cre-
ated in the image and likeness of God.
(Gen. 1: 26)

Dr. Fayek M. Ishak is Professor
Emeritus and Editor in Chief of
Coptologia Theological Publications
and former Chairman of the Depart-
ment of English at Lakehead Univer-
sity, Ontario, Canada. Coptologia
website: http://ca.geocities.com/
hany.ishak@rogers.com/
coptologia.html
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Terror’s Mouthpiece

Donald Rumsfeld wants Dorrance Smith to be
confirmed as assistant secretary of defense for
public affairs—but there’s a hitch. Sen. Carl
Levin (D., Mich.) has latched on to an op-ed
about reporting in an age of terrorism that Mr.
Smith wrote for this newspaper on April 25 and
pronounced him unfit for the Pentagon job. Mr.
Smith’s alleged sin? To summarize Sen. Levin’s
complaints at an Oct. 25 grilling of the nominee:
“Unfair labeling.”

You decide. In the course of his op-ed (which
is printed in this page), Mr. Smith criticized the
U.S. media’s habit of routinely broadcasting
terrorist statements and tapes obtained from the
Arab-language broadcaster al-Jazeera and raised
questions that many Americans have asked
themselves: By airing such footage—of
insurgents in Iraq holding hostages or attacking
U.S soldiers and of al Qaeda officials promising
death and destruction—do TV networks
effectively (if unwittingly) enter into a
propaganda partnership with terrorists?

Does the terrorists” knowledge that their grisly-
filmed messages will instantly reach millions
embolden them to create more chaos and
endanger more lives? Do U.S. networks—MTr.
Smith mentioned six by name, including CNN
and Fox—that air these tapes know, or even
inquire about, the terms under which al-Jazeera
obtained them?

Is it news each time an al Qaeda leader makes
a video, promising death to infidels and offering
paradise to suicide bombers? No more so than
when Cold War-era Soviet agitprop went on
about the glorious Red Army poised to crush
the warmongering NATO—which is why
routine Soviet propaganda was largely ignored
by the mainstream U.S. media. There is an
argument to be made that allowing the terrorists
(and before them, the communists) to explain
their murderous ambitions to an American
audience forces us to take their threats seriously.

Mr. Smith has standing to address these issues
in part because the former ABC news producer
spent nine months in Iraq as a media adviser to
Ambassador Paul Bremer. He knows more about
terrorist propaganda, and its potential effects,

than the Americans on the receiving end of the
terror tapes.

In any case, surely these are all questions the
spokesman for U.S. Secretary of Defense has a
right—even a responsibility—to raise. Contrary to
Sen. Levin’s assertions, Mr. Smith’s op-ed is
evidence of why he
is qualified for the
job—which, by the
way, has been vacant
since June 2003

Media at War

The Enemy on America’s Airwaves

Dorrance Smith

On April 11, Jeffrey Ake, an American, was taken
hostage in Iraq. Video of him in captivity was
shown on al-Jazeera on April 13. A short time later
six American networks—ABC, NBC, CBS, Fox,
CNN and MSNBC—
aired the same video,
a vivid example of
the ongoing relation-
ship between terror-

thanks to Sen.
Levin’s hold on the
previous nominee,
Lawrence Di Rita.
As for al-Jazeera,
something may yet
save us from
ourselves. Next year,
the Qatar-based
network plans to
launch an English-
language service, al-
J azeera
International. The
new service - which
has already hired the
BBC’s David Frost
and other blinkered
Western job-seekers
- says that it intends
to compete with
CNN on every level.
While pursuing
that goal, al-Jazeera
is bound to discover
that access to terror

ists, al-Jazeera and
the networks. Last
week, al-Jazeera
showed video of a
helicopter being shot,
bursting into flames
and trailing smoke as
it fell to the ground.
It also aired video of
the lone survivor be-
ing forced to walk on
a broken leg and then
being shot by the ter-
rorists, one of whom
said, “We are apply-
ing God’s law.”

As the war contin-
ues, more hostages
will be taken and acts
of murderous vio-
lence committed—
leading to more vid-
eos for al-Jazeera and
the networks. Isn’t it
time to scrutinize the

tapes is one of'its few

competitive assets in the international arena. This
should make the company less eager to give or
sell copies to other outlets. You don’t need the
insight of a Dorrance Smith to see the grim irony
of a situation in which the same ruthless market
forces that put al Qaeda propaganda on the U.S.
airways could one day yank it off.

The Wall Street Journal editorial

America, Through Myopic Arab Eyes

Mohamed Elmenshawy

As Under Secretary of State Karen Hughes com-
pleted her “listening tour” of five Arab and Mus-
lim countries, she acknowledged that her job re-
quires a long-term strategy. A key component
of this strategy not frequently discussed is the
role of Arab media representation here in the
United States.

There are about 50 Arab correspondents work-
ing in the United States for major Arab media
outlets, and they make up the most influential
source of news about the United States for Arab
people.

A handful work in New York covering the
United Nations, but most are based in Washing-
ton, from where they enjoy unrivaled access to
Arab living rooms via broadcasts on TV stations
such as Al Jazeera and Al Arabiya and articles
in daily newspapers, including Al Hayat and Al
Sharq al Awsat.

That this small cadre of correspondents ex-
erts such broad influence on the so-called “Arab
street” would be less objectionable if their re-
porting were informed and objective. Instead,
Arab media coverage of the United States and
its policies reflects the correspondents’ limited
understanding of the country and its history and
creates a skewed image of the United States and
its policies among Arabs.

The shallowness of the coverage is due in large
part to the insularity of the Washington-based
Arab journalists. Reporters rarely, if ever, travel
outside Washington, leaving them ill-prepared
to cover such heartland issues as the teaching of
creationism in Kansas schools or the battle over
immigration in Texas.

These issues are of interest to Arab audiences,
the Kansas debate because it highlights the ten-
sion between America’s religious and secular tra-
ditions, the Texas case because it shows that
Americans’ wariness of immigrants extends be-
yond Arabs and Muslims.

Yet these and other important stories go unre-
ported in the Arab media. Most correspondents
report exclusively on Beltway matters, reflect-
ing an attitude expressed by an Al Jazeera re-
porter at a recent media conference in Washing-
ton who said, “It does not really matter what is
going on in Seattle or San Francisco.”

Some coverage, moreover, merely recycles re-
ports from major American newspapers, replac-
ing nuanced analysis with allusions to familiar
themes. A reworked article about U.S. aid to Is-
rael, for example, might trim discussion of the
policy debate and instead emphasize the influ-

ence of Jewish groups or evangelical Christians
on the Bush administration.

Such reporting clouds readers’ understanding of
the American decision-making process while fur-
thering the conspiracy theories that circulate so
widely in the Arab world.

Arab media coverage is also problematic for
what it does not report. The State Department’s
annual report on human rights, for example, pre-
sented unsurprising evidence of human rights vio-
lations throughout the Arab world, but was ig-
nored or underreported by major Arab media.

This reflects the fact that most Arab media com-
panies are controlled by authoritarian Arab re-
gimes or their cronies.

The intimate relationship between Arab media
and Arab regimes can make it difficult to distin-
guish journalists from embassy attachés when
Arab officials come to Washington. Each jour-
nalist accommodates the visitor as if he were the
journalist’s boss.

At the same time, American efforts to present a
clearer picture of American society and policies
have been largely inconsequential. Washington
sponsors an array of Arabic-language media out-
lets, including Al Hurra TV, Radio Sawa and Hi
Magazine, but despite generous funding ($62
million to Al Hurra in 2004 alone), these stations
and publications have failed to win a significant
Arab following or to boost American credibility
in the region.

A better solution is needed. In order to further
its declared goal of promoting democracy in the
Arab world, the United States must win the Ar-
abs’ trust. The popularity of Al Jazeera and the
ineffectiveness of Al Hurra show that only inde-
pendent Arab media outlets can establish that trust.

For Arab audiences to get a more complete pic-
ture of U.S. decision-making processes and goals,
the United States must ensure that more Arab re-
porters come to America to cover the news. An
initiative to invite Arab journalists to America and
educate them about American history and gov-
ernment would be a crucial first step.

By working with, rather than against, the few
existing credible Arab media outlets, the United
States could help more Arab reporters cover more
of America, and Arab audiences would begin to
decide for themselves whether what happens in
Seattle and San Francisco matters to them.

Mohamed Elmenshawy is the editor in chief of
Taqrir Washington, a new Arabic-language news
and information service sponsored by the World
Security Institute in Washington. The New York
Times

relationship among
al-Jazeera, American
networks and the terrorists? What role should the
U.S. government be playing?

Osama bin Laden, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, and
al Qaeda have a partner in al-Jazeera and, by ex-
tension, most networks in the U.S. This partner-
ship is a powerful tool for the terrorists in the war
in Iraq. Figures show that 77% of Iraqis cite TV
as their main source of information; 15% cite
newspapers. Current estimates are that close to
100% of Iraqis have access to satellite TV, 18%
to cell phones, and 8% to the Internet. The battle
for Iraqi hearts and minds is being fought over
satellite TV. It is a battle today that we are losing
badly.

The collaboration between the terrorists and al-
Jazeera is stronger than ever. While the precise
terms of that relationship are virtually unknown,

we do know this: al-Jazeera and the terrorists have
a working arrangement that extends beyond a
modus vivendi. When the terrorists want to broad-
cast something that helps their cause, they have
immediate and reliable access to al-Jazeera. This
relationship - in a time of war - raises some impor-
tant questions:

» What does Al-Jazeera promise the terrorist or-
ganizations in order to get consistent access to their
video?

* Does it pay for material?

« Is it promised safety and protection if it contin-
ues to air unedited tapes? (No Al-Jazeera employee
has been killed or taken hostage by the terrorists.
When I ran the Iraqi Television Network, seven
employees were killed by terrorists.)

* Does Al-Jazeera promise the terrorists that it
won’t reveal their whereabouts and techniques as
a quid pro quo for doing business? Is this bargain
in the guise of journalism a defensible practice?

While I was in Iraq in 2004, Al-Jazeera was ex-
pelled from the country by the Iraqi Governing
Council for violating international law. Numerous
times they had advance knowledge of military ac-
tions against coalition forces. Instead of reporting
to the authorities that it had been tipped off, Al-
Jazeera would pre-position a crew at the event site
and wait for the attack, record it and rush it on air.
This happened time after time, to the point where
Al-Jazeera was expelled from Iraq. The airing of
the Ake video, however, demonstrates that it can
still operate on behalf of the terrorists even from
outside the country.

Al-Jazeera continues to broadcast because it re-
portedly receives $100 million a year from the
government of Qatar. Without this subsidy it would
be off the air, off the Internet and out of business.
So, does Qatar’s funding of Al-Jazeera constitute
state sponsorship of terrorism? As long as Al-
Jazeera continues to practice in cahoots with ter-
rorists while we are at war, should the U.S. gov-
ernment maintain normal relations with Qatar? As
long as Al-Jazeera continues to aid and abet the
enemy, as long as we are fighting a war on the
ground and in the airwaves, why are we not fight-
ing back against Al-Jazeera and Qatar, the nation
that makes possible the network’s existence?
Should the U.S. not adopt a hard-line position about
doing business with Qatar as long as Al-Jazeera is
doing business with terrorists?

In addition to being subsidized by Qatar, Al-
Jazeera has very strong partners in the U.S. - ABC,
NBC, CBS, Fox, CNN and MSNBC. Video aired
by Al-Jazeera ends up on these networks, some-
times within minutes. The terrorists are aware of

this access and use it - as in the Ake case - to
further their aims. They want to reach the Ameri-
can audience and influence public opinion.

The arrangement between the U.S. networks
and Al-Jazeera raises questions of journalistic
ethics. Do the U.S. networks know the terms of
the relationship that Al-Jazeera has with the ter-
rorists? Do they want to know?

There has been no in-depth reporting about Al-
Jazeera in the U.S. and virtually no scrutiny of
Qatar and its relationship with the network. Why
not? Is it that the American networks don’t want
to give up their tainted video? And since they all
get the same material and all air it at the same
time, do they feel a certain safety being in bed
together? The cable networks have become ad-
dicted to the latest B-roll video. If that video was
obtained by means that violated their own stand-
ards and practices, would they air it? Would they
even know?

What if one of the networks had taken a stand
and refused to air the Ake video on the grounds
that it was aiding and abetting the enemy, and
that from this point forward it would not be a
tool of terrorist propaganda? The terrorists know
that the airing of such video creates pressure on
the government to negotiate a release. It also
sends a signal to Americans about the perils of
being an American working in Iraq. If the Ake
video had never aired in the U.S., the position of
the hostage-takers would have been severely
impaired. Had it never aired, terrorists would
have had no incentive to continue making the
tapes.

Is it fanciful to think that network news ex-
ecutives would have the fortitude not to air any
video shot by terrorists? They already stop short
of airing everything, so why not refuse to touch
the stuff altogether? At the very least, is it not
reasonable to raise questions about the sources
and methods used to obtain this material? The
war in Iraq will likely drag on for some time.
More lives will be lost and more hostages will
be taken and more videos will be made. Now
we should engage the terrorists on the airwaves
as we do on the ground.

My Smith spent nine months in Iraq as a sen-
ior media adviser to Ambassador Paul Bremer.
Sen. Carl Levin is opposing Mr. Smith's confir-
mation as assistant secretary of defense for pub-
lic affairs because of the senator s objections to
this article, which appeared in The Wall Street
Journal, April 25

I5(X I Benefits from Mammograms

Long-simmering doubts about the benefits of
mammograms to screen women for breast cancer
should be dispelled by a new study conducted by
seven major research groups. Mammograms have
long been recommended as an effective tool for
detecting tiny breast tumors so that they can be
treated before they become dangerous. But four
years ago, an analysis published in a British medi-
cal journal found so many flaws in studies that
purported to show a benefit from mammography
that the results were deemed virtually meaning-
less. Other experts agreed that the evidence was
shaky, but mainstream cancer and medical organi-
zations remained convinced that mammograms
save lives.

Now comes a study, published in The New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine, that was conducted by
research teams including both skeptics about
mammograms and true believers. The results var-
ied widely, but what seems most important is that
each team found at least some benefit from
mammograms. The likelihood that they are ben-
eficial seems a lot more solid today than it did four
years ago, although the size of the benefit remains
in dispute.

Women still need to make judgments as to whether
the usefulness of screening outweighs the risks,
which include false positives and possibly need-
less treatment to remove tiny tumors that might
never have caused a problem if left alone. (THT)
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Brother Tarig — A Man with Many Faces (3)

An Alternative Pure Culture: Hate Thy Neighbor!!

Adel Guindy

Let’s resume our journey into Tariq Ramadan’s
mind, to explore his ‘reformist’ and ‘moderniz-
ing’ views.

Ramadan has succeeded in winning over many
political observers and media people in the West
by introducing himself as a God’s gift to human-
ity, or the one sent to help European Muslims
balance their loyalties to faith and country. He
wrote a number of books (in French) discussing
that topic in the span of ten years: ‘Muslims and
Secularism’ (1994), ‘To Be A European Mus-
lim’ (1999) and ‘Islam, the West and the Chal-
lenges of Modernity’ (2004). Bearing different
titles, they basically say the same thing, as a way
to hammer his message.

At first, Ramadan seems to be encouraging his
brethren to identify themselves as ‘Muslim
French’ (or Belgian, Dutch, etc.); or alternatively
as ‘French Muslim’, implying that both expres-
sions are equally valid and that faith would not
be compromised if they accept its equal stand-
ing with citizenship. However, we soon discover
that this is far from the reality, as he states in
‘Muslims and Secularism’ (p. 36): “The debate
over which should come first — to be a Muslim
or to be French — is ridiculous, because the two
spheres of belonging are not of equal nature or
significance: To be a Muslim is to have a com-
prehensive vision for life as a whole (..), whereas
being French is to play a certain role as a citi-
zen”.

We might still be inclined to believe that
he takes the concept of citizenship seriously
as he talks about roles and belonging, but
further examination will prove otherwise.
In an audiotape entitled ‘Our identity fac-
ing the call for participation and integra-
tion’, Ramadan makes his stance clear, stat-
ing that the bond of citizenship is no more
than a “geographical status” that “should not
influence my perception of life.” He adds
that “you can’t confound one with the other,
it will be like mistaking a swimming pool
for a sea (..). Islam is an all encompassing
ocean that retains everything within its
depth”.

In another tape titled ‘To live in the West,’
he says: “As a resident, or citizen, I respect
the country’s constitution - this is an Islamic
principle”. However he promptly annuls this fine
statement by adding a conditional term: “...as
long as the social, cultural, economic and legal
aspects do not conflict with Islamic principles”.
His words erase any doubt we might have about
the subject: religious bonds and citizenship sta-
tus may oppose one another, and when that hap-
pens, the first will always have the upper hand.

Accordingly, Ramadan’s brother, Hany, invites
the French Muslims to refrain from joining the
French army if it goes to war against Muslims
(as was the case with Taliban).

In fact, Ramadan’s statements end up mirror-
ing the typical beliefs of Islamists about Islam
and nationality. Mostafaa el-Shakaa confidently
asserts: “National belonging — whether it is
Egyptian or Arab - is just a delusion.” (1)

Integration into the Host Countries

Ramadan appears ready to call for respecting
the laws... as long as they do not go against faith:
“If becoming a good Frenchman would make
you a bad Muslim, then it is time to say No!”
This statement wouldn’t normally pose a seri-
ous problem, if it were not for Ramadan’s in-
sistence that Islam must hold supreme above all,

including the law itself. He goes on emphasizing:
“We won’t accept an integration that welcomes us
as Muslims, but requires us to give up our Islamic
garb (e.g. hijab).”

He was once clearly displeased with the rector
of'the Paris mosque —a moderate Muslim; and lec-
tured him in an antagonizing tone: “You are open
to anything, to the extent that you lost your iden-
tity (became nothing), you’re not proud of what
you are (..) To compromise principles is an evi-
dence of weakness and fear.”

Ramadan warns against Muslims melting into the
Western culture, and calls for “an alternative Eu-
ropean Islamic culture, untainted by non-Muslim
influences”. This culture will follow the ideal set
by “the Iranian model, as regards women; and the
Sudanese model of al-Touraby.”

One would expect that followers of such a ‘pure
culture’ would express themselves in a civil and
appreciative manner, something that seems to es-
cape Farid Abdel-Karim - a close fellow of Tariq
Ramadan and a known Islamist living in France.
In his book entitled ‘Na’al Bou La France!’
(Damned be France!), Karim pours his hatred to
France, urging the young Muslims to reject or
change the country. There is no doubt that the elu-
sive Tariq Ramadan would not be thrilled with such
blunt approach; but he ought to be given the credit
of allowing a degree of plurality and diversity
among his sympathizers.

One also wonders whether this ‘alternative and
pure’ culture stands behind the tragedies caused

by polygamy among immigrants. In France - a
country that legally bans polygamy - the reported
number of polygamy cases exceeds 12,000, im-
pacting more than 200,000 individuals, and forc-
ing the State to provide financial, housing and edu-
cational support to women and children involved.
Even if such actions may well be prompted by more
than just humane reasons, possibly by a desire to
nib the buds of crime and terrorism; they still de-
serve to be acknowledged and appreciated. What
they don’t not deserve is the insolent accusations
of the advocates of ‘alternative culture’ who con-
stantly complain about bigoted Westerners. (2)

Religion and Politics

Ramadan claims to hold a middle ground in the
ongoing debate between the opponents and pro-
ponents of the separation of religion and state. But
meaning what exactly?

He, first, recommends a cautious media strategy,
and explains why: “We have to realize how to talk
to those who do not share our history. It is a sensi-
tive issue, because Christians might perceive a
merger of politics and religion differently: we be-
lieve it to be a positive thing, but they might per-
ceive it as a negative form of submission to
dogma.”

How does he deal with this dilemma? By
avoiding the term “Political Islam” and, instead,
preaching what he calls “an all-encompassing
Islam”, explaining that “If Muslims in the West
wish to remain faithful to their values and legacy,
they should interact with the society, while tak-
ing their inspiration from the comprehensive
message of Islam.”

Then he confuses the issue completely by stat-
ing that: “a merger of politics and religion is a
particularity of Islam that should not be weighed
against the negative image that Christians have
about the issue”.

The Real Mission

According to Ramadan, the “pillars of a Mus-
lim’s character” are faith and rituals; a correct
understanding of religion; teaching and passing
the message on to the next generation; and the
ability to take action in the name of religion. Un-
fortunately, it doesn’t take much to transform the
‘taking action’ part into a political struggle and
a raging conflict. And Ramadan does not hesi-
tate to issue a stern warning: “if a society hap-
pens to disregard one of those pillars, [ will make
my stand clear, and will fight against it.”

He further believes that while Muslims should
fully participate in their society, leaving their
mark on that new environment, they have to
shield themselves against any outside influence
that is deemed non-Muslim: “I bring in my own
views, and allow nothing in, except for what-
ever is in agreement with those views,”
with an objective “to protect the faith and
to bear witness.”

So, Ramadan is an Islamist with a mis-
sion that involves spreading the call
through Europe, and turning European
Muslims into ‘agents’ who would carry out
the mission.

If we don’t come to this realization, we
will never be able to figure out the huge
gap that separates the intense fundamen-
talist core of the variety of Islam that
Ramadan is preaching, and the mild and
agreeable style he uses to spread his mes-
sage.

Ramadan and the Muslim Brothers
preach a certain variety of Islam. As this
takes root in Europe, the traditional Islam
practiced by the first generation of immi-
grants, loses more ground each day. Indeed
Ramadan cautions young Muslims against fol-
lowing in their fathers’ examples because “they
do not practice the true Islam”.

Furthermore, whenever this variety spreads
into the communities, frustration or anger — that
may be caused by various societal reasons —ends
up turning into a deep-seated hatred that may be
less evident, but more dangerous. .. and ready to
explode: The recent ‘intifada’ that erupted in the
suburbs of Paris towards the end of the fasting
month of Ramadan, is but a stark evidence.

Wasn’t General de Gaulle, in a way, rather far-
sighted when he once rebuked the proponents
of'the ‘Algeria-as-part-of-France’ notion: “Those
(..) seem to have a brain of a crow. Try to mix oil
and vinegar. Shake the bottle well: It will only
be a little while before they break apart (..) Do
you think that France could assimilate ten mil-
lion Muslims, who will eventually become
twenty then forty million?” (3)

(1) Al-Ahram newspaper, July 19, 2005

(2) Le Figaro, Sept. 16, 2005.

(3) Excerpt from the book ‘C’était De Gaulle’
by Alain Peyrefitte, quoted in Le Figaro by Ivan
Rioufol
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One year since the turmoil causewd by the
Wafaa Costantine case, sectarian strife of by-no-
means small scale occurs regularly al over
Egypt—the last being the notorious event in
Alexandria last month. A study conducted by
Watani reporter Robeir al-Faris aimed at a hind
view analysis of the Costantine incident.

Pressures

Ms Costantine is the wife of a Coptic priest from
a village in Beheira, west of the Nile Delta, who
allegedly converted to Islam and was then kept in
hiding under police ‘protection’. Copts claimed she
had converted under pressure and, when police
refused to allow her people to see her, held a week-
long sit-in at the grounds of the St Mark’ s cathedral
in Abbasiya, Cairo, which is aso the papal seat.
Pope Shenouda |11 retired to a desert monastery to
protest the manner in which the police handled the
situation, upon which the police handed over the
woman to church authorities. She later announced
that she "was born Christian and will die Chris-
tian", but Islamists accused the government of bow-
ing down to Coptic pressure. The so-called Cairo
yellow papers led a campaign against Christianity,
the Egyptian Church, and Pope Shenoudallll. In his
book The Serpent and the Dove, published private-
ly in September 2005, Faris analysed the coverage
accorded to the event by Egypt’s ‘yellow papers

Under the skin

Faris assures readers that the book was not in-
tended to defend the Pope or the Church. Rather, it
was meant to study the event and present answers
to the questions raised by Islamist writers Mo-
hamed al-Baz, Salim a-Awa and Tareq al-Bishri:
Do Christian women escape from Christianity? Did
Pope Shenouda |11 apply pressure to the govern-
ment? Where have the Church’s ‘billions’ gone?

The book tackles what lies underneath the ‘ Chris-
tian skin’, with Christians expressing their anger by
demonstrating at their church premises rather than
at Parliament for instance; and what lies underneath
the “Muslim skin’ especially the sensitivity towards
inter-religious questions and religious conversion

Musica

Arabic rhythms

The 14th round of the Arab Music Festival will
begin next Friday and run till 27 November at
theatres in Cairo and Alexandria, with the par-
ticipation of Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Lebanon, Mo-
rocco, Oman, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and
Tunisia. The violin—and compositions written for
the violin—will be celebrated as this year's in-
strument, since it was decided two years ago that a
specia instrument of Arabic music be celebrated
every year. Last year it was the lute and the year
before the ganoun—an instrument similar to the
xylophone.

This year the festival presents for the first time
"theatre clips" which include singing and dancing
tableaux for many 20th-century prominent musi-
cians, singers and theatre stars such as the ‘father’
of authentic contemporary Egyptian—as opposed
to Arabic or Turkish—music Sayed Darwish, co-
median Ismail Yasseen, and diva Laila Mourad.
The festival will honour—among others—Saudi
singer Mohamed Abdou, Syrian musician George
Sawa, Egyptian singer Hani Shaker, radio pre-
senter Wagdi al-Hakeem, and violin player Dr
Hassan Sharara, Dr Nabil Kamal, music-writer
Mohammed Sultan, and poet Mohammed Hamza.

Back from Shanghai

The Cairo Orchestra Symphony is back from
Shanghai where it participated in the ‘Egyptian
week’. This month, the orchestra, conducted by
Nayer Nagui, will present three concerts in the
Small Hall of the Cairo Opera House and the
Sayed Darwish Theatre in Alexandria. The rep-
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such asin the Wafaa' Costantine case.

Instead of ‘accepting the other’, the author writes
about ‘entombing the other’, which becomes
obvious every time sectarian strife occurs and
divides the population into two fanatical parties.

Security issue

The Wafaa Costantine case came as the straw
that broke the camel’s back. It exposed the incess-
ant tr on Copt's rights and religious
sentiments, especialy in the media which had until
recently consistently ignored sectarian attacks
against Copts. The writer states several examples of
such attacks, such as the first and second al-Kosheh
incidents of 1999 and the eve of 2000.

The officia handling of the Coptic question as a
national security issue was analysed. This naturally
leads to the current Coptic lack of trust in the gov-
ernment, especially taking into account that police is
scandalously biased against Copts.

The writer believes that the real reason behind the
aggravation in the Costantine case was intentional
manipulation by the security apparatus. He quotes
Watani editor-in-chief Youssef Sidhom's warning
against consistently placing Coptic grievances on
hold, and the view of activist and Watani ~ writer
Sameh Fawzy that dealing with Coptic distresses as
asecurity issue violates the core of citizenship rights.

Treason

Faris writes that changing on€’s religion is con-
sidered treason in eastern cultures, and some regard
it a crime tantamount to adultery. It is easy to ass-
ume, he adds, the veracity of rumours which claim
that the abduction or seduction of Christian women
comes as retaliation against programmes which al-
legedly attack Islam, and are ared on ‘Christian’
satellite channels.

Faris points out to the ‘culture of the symbol’,
when people are moved to rebellion once a symbol
of their culture—in this case their religious es-

notes

ertoire will include compositions by Beet-
hoven, Mendelssohn, and Mozart, with
soloist Mohamed Saleh on the piano and
Salma Sadeq on the violin.

Austria celebrates Hakeem

In commemoration of the great 20th-
century Egyptian philosopher, playwright
and novelist Tawfiqg al-Hakeem, the
Austrian orchestra for modern chamber
music last Friday presented at the Cairo
Opera House two operatic works inspired
by Hakeem. One was the Egyptian
composer Hossam Mahmoud’'s Opera
Prisca, and the other Herbert Grassl’s Op-
era Pygmalion. Grassl conducts the or-
shestra. Hakeem was born in 1897 and
died in 1987, leaving behind one of the
largest Arabic collections of plays, novels
and books, including Pygmalion, You
Who Climb the Tree, and The Soft Hands.

Anatolian Fire u
After last year's huge success in Cairo,

Turkey’s Anatolian Fire ballet troupe will be
hosted by the Cairo Opera House again this year at
the Saladdin Citadel theatre from 14 to 18 Nov-
ember. The troupe is composed of more than 90
performers, and presents dances inspired by the
ancient and medieval history of the Anatolian
region. Its performances are famous for their
cultural diversity—of Anatolian, Greek, and
Ottoman origin—and their stunning large-number
group formations.
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tablishment—is insulted. This clearly explains why
Copts, who as a people silently endure so much op-
pression, flared in wrathful revolt when it was al-
leged that the wife of their priest had converted to
Islam. In a previous incident in 2001, Copts angrily
took to their cathedral grounds in Abbasiya when
the Cairo weekly al-Naba' published a story
—replete with sexually explicit pictures—of an al-
leged monk who had affairs with Coptic women.
The paper omitted the fact that the monk had been
defrocked. The paper was suspended, and its editor
later fined and sentenced to three yearsin prison.

The Pope's decision to retire to the monastery
was heavily criticised by the Islamists as applying
pressure on the government. Faris comments that
that they appear to forget that it is natural and right
for aman of God to resort to seclusion and prayer.
The Pope himself answered in alater sermon that it
was the wise thing to do so at that time.

A woman’s honour

It is unacceptable for areligious institution to turn
into a political institution, Faris writes. The Pope is
head of the Church, and the Holy Synod exercises
religious not political authority. Copts have their
Meélli or Community Council which is composed of
men and women of the laity and is responsible for
the Church’s non-religious affairs, including its
funds. These, Faris writes, come principally from
donations and are used in church and social services.

The book focuses on the reasons behind the
conversion of Christian women, and these include
money, power, sex, emotional and family prob-
lems, as well as ignorance. But why women in
particular, he asks. Because a woman's honour
symbolises the entire family honour in our Egyp-
tian and eastern cultures, he answers. A woman isa
man’s and afamily’ s weak spot; once hit, all suffer.

The book closes by endorsing the suggestion of
forming a national council for citizenship rights,
and asserting the stance of a-Azhar and the Coptic
Church that difference in faith should not hinder
peaceful coexistence. Every man and woman have
the right to choose their faith; religion cannot be
implemented by force.

Anatolian
Fire

to

Ky

Madame Butterfly
The Main Hall of the Cairo Opera House has
been hosting Puccini’s Madame Butterfly for four
performances which began last Thursday and will
end tomorrow. The Caro Opera Choir and Cairo
Orchestra Symphony conducted by Nader Abbassi
took part in the opera which was directed by the
Czech Ludek Golat. Madame Butterfly was first
performed at La Scalain Milano in February 1904.
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The Jehovah Witnesses Heresy (15)

Jehovah

Witnesses deny

the doctrine of

the Holy Trinity

Trandated by: Dr Wedad Abbas

Their belief:

As we have stated in a previous article,
Jehovah Witnesses believe that the Son is
created and the Holy Spirit is a mere power,
which means that they deny the doctrine of
the Holy Trinity. This is clear in their fol-
lowing books:

* "The Rich Man", P. 193: in which
they say:
The doctrine of the Trinity is derived
from the old religious which are satanic.

 "Let God Be True", P. 105, 106: They
attack the doctrine of the Trinity, saying,
"The clergy, of al views and inclinations,
are still holding fast and adhering to this
complicated doctrine invented by Satan the
well-known sower of tares."

P. 117 of the same book, they say: "They
received this doctrine from the heathen;"
"This doctrine of the Trinity has never oc-
curred to the mind of Jesus, nor to the mind
of any of the Christians in the early genera-
tions."

«In their booklet entitled "Should you
believe in Trinity?' they say: "Emperor
Constantine was behind establishing this
doctrine.”

They also attack the Creed issued by the
Holy Nicene Council.

Refutation:

1. The verse which they reject, i.e,
(1In5: 7) "There are three that bear wit-
nesses in heaven: the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Spirit; and these are one."
For they say in their book "Let God Be
True," P. 108, "This verse which the Trin-
itarians use is a clear example of the false
statements which Satan made to God's
words and which God rejects.”

However, in spite of their denia of this
verse, we give other evidences:

2. This doctrine of the Trinity is included
in the Lord's speech about baptism,
"....baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."
(Mt28: 19) Notice that He says "in the
name" not "in the names," which means that
the three are One.

3. The blessing with which we conclude
our meetings, and which are derived from
(2Cor13: 14) include the Three Persons,
"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit with you al."

4. Many other verses include the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit sep-

arately.

Evidences that the Three Persons are
One:

The Three are One Godhead; the Father
and the Son are One; the Holy Spirit is one
with the Father and with the Son.

» God is one with His intellect and His
Spirit.

* The Son is the Logos, i.e, God's in-
tellectual utterance or uttering intellect. Nat-
urally God is not separate from His own in-
tellect. Both are One Essence.

*Also Christ is the power of God and the
wisdom of God (1Cor1: 24). Of course God
is one Essence with his power and His wis-
dom, and we cannot separate them. For we
cannot say that He created for Himself wis-
dom or power which He had not before.

*The Son said, "I and My Father are
one." (Jn10: 30) But the Jews could not
bear those words, and they took up stones
to stone Him!

*Other verses which prove that the Father
and the Son are one: "He who had seen Me
has seen the Father;" "I am in the Father,
and the Father in Me." (Jn14: 9—11)

The Holy Spirit and the Father, like-
wise, areone:

He is the Spirit of the Lord (Isall: 2; 61:
1), and of course we cannot separate the
Lord from His Spirit," or say that He was
for some time without a Spirit then He
created from Himself a Spirit! Other verses
proving the same are: (Jn4: 24) "God is
Spirit;" (Mt10: 20) "the Spirit of your Fa-
ther;" (Ps137: 7, 8) "Where can | go from
Your Spirit?" Now, since God is one with
His intellect and His wisdom, and with His
Spirit. Then the three are One as the verse
(1n5: 7) says. Furthermore, as the Holy
Spirit is the Spirit of the Father, He also is
the Spirit of Christ (1Pet1: 11)

Therefore, each of the three Persons
isGod.

*The Father
disputable fact.

*The Son is God: added to the above, we
say that in Christ dwells al the fullness of
the Godhead bodily, that is, in His in-
carnation; for "God was manifested in the
flesh." (Col2: 8, 9; 1Tim3: 16)

*The Holy Spirit is God, as we read in
the story of Ananias and Sapphira the words
of St. Peter, "Why has Satan filled your
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit...You have
not lied to men but to God."

TheHoly Spirit isgod:
Thetemple of God:

Since we are the temple of the Holy Spirit
and the temple of God, then the Holy Spirit
is God (1Cor3: 16; 6: 19)

The gifts of God:

They are the gifts of God, and the gifts of
the Holy Spirit (1Cor12: 4—11) "There are
diversities of gifts...ministers....activities,
but it is the same God who works all these
things." They aso are the gifts of the Far
ther: "Every good gift....perfect
gift....comes down from the Father of
lights" (Jasl: 17) So, they are the gifts of
the Father and of the Holy Spirit, because
they are One.

Theinspiration:

Isit from God, or from the Holy Spirit?

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine;" “proph-
ecy never came by the will of man, but holy
men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit." (2Tim3: 16; 2Petl: 21) He
spoke in the prophets, as the Lord said to
His holy apostles: "it is not you who speak,
but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in
you." (Mt10: 20)

Is inspiration then from the Father, or
from the Holy Spirit, or from both, since
they are Onein divinity? Let us also see the
relationship between the Spirit and the son,
for He said to His apostles about the Holy
Spirit, "He will take of what is Mine and de-
clareittoyou." (Jn16: 14, 15)

is God: this is in-

Forgiveness:

*Forgiveness belongs to God solely,
"Who can forgive sins but God alone?"
Mk 2:7)

*The Lord Jesus Christ has power to for-
give sins (Mk2; 10). And He forgave the
sins of the sinful woman who washed His
feet with her tears (Lk7: 40), and forgave
the sins of the paralytic (Mk2: 5)

*The Lord gave his disciples the Holy
Spirit, through whom they could forgive
sins, as He breathed on them, and said,
"Receive the Holy spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them."
(Jn20: 22, 23)

Thecreation:

*God the Father is the Creator as evident
from (Gensisl) "In the beginning God creat-
ed the heavens and the earth.”

*The son aso is the Creator, "All things
were made through Him, and without Him
nothing was made." (Jnl: 3) "For by Him
al things were created that are in heaven
and that are on earth, visible and in-
visible....All things were created through
Him and for Him." (Col1: 16)

*The Holy Spirit isthe Creator, "The Spir-
it of God has made me, and the breath of
the Almighty gives me life" (Job33: 4)
"....they die and return to their dust. You
send forth Your Spirit, they are created...”
(Ps104: 29, 30) who then is the Creator: the
father, or the Son, or the Holy Spirit? Or
should we say that the three are One?
Knowledge:

*The Father is evidently omniscient; He
knows everything, visible and invisible; He
tests the hearts and minds, and reads the
thoughts of the mind.

*The Son is the wisdom, "in whom are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge." (Col2: 3) He knew the
thoughts of the others and answered them
before asking.

*The Holy Spirit teaches us all things
(dn14: 26). He searches al things, even the
deep things of God, and God reveals them
to us though his Spirit (1Cor2: 10)

Our reply to the points Jehovah Wit-
nesses raise and their denial of the Holy
Trinity:

1. The doctrine of the Holy Trinity is
not derived from heathenism:

Heathen religions believe in many gods
not only three (Polytheism)

The ancient Egyptians believed in a
large number of gods led by Raa the god
of sun, not in the three gods only. Even in
the story of Isis, Osiris, and their son Hor-
us, there was another son 'Sett" the evil
god, which means they were not three or
trinity but four.

The Greeks, likewise, worshiped many
gods (Actsl7: 16, 23) the greatest of those
gods was Zeus. Also the Romans had many
gods led by Jupiter, not three only.

Many of the heathen gods had mar-
riage and procreation relationships.

This is not known in Christianity nor ap-
plies to the holy Trinity. In the ancient
Egyptian religion, for instance, Osiris mar-
riesIsis and begat Horus and Sett. Naturally
there is a difference in age between the fa
ther, the mother, and the sons, which means
that there had been a time they had not ex-
isted. This contradicts the nature of the gods
and contradicts their eternal existence. The
doctrine of the Holy Trinity of Christianity,
on the contrary, has not such things; no
marriage, nor procreation, God forbid!

In heathen dogmas some gods repre-
sent certain attributes or aspects of na-
ture.

The goddess Venus, for instance, is the
goddess of beauty; Mars is the god of the
sun. Time is lacking to mention al the at-
tributes or functions of those gods. There
was even the god of good and the god of
evil, and the worship of fire, spirits, and
Pharaoh!

It isalso unreasonable that Christianity
derives its dogmas from heathenism,
while heathenism fought Christianity and
Christianity fought heathenism even unto
martyrdom.

Furthermore, Christianity proclaimed the
oneness of God sinceitsrise. And the Creed
issued by the Council of Nicaeain 325 as-
serted clearly that the Three Persons are
One God.

Trinity & Oneness:

We say "In the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God. Amen".
And the lord Christ said to His disciples,
"....baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther...the Son...the Holy Spirit." Notice
here “the name" not “the names", because
the three are one. There is aso the verse
which they deny, i.e. (1In5: 7) which is sup-
ported by other verses.

Now to summarize what we said above:
The Son who is "the Word; the Logos",
says, "I and My Father are one," "I am in
the Father and the Father in Me." (Jn10: 30;
14: 9, 10) He is the wisdom of God
(1Cor1:23, 24). So, being the Logos and
God's rational utterance, He is one Essence
with God.

And since the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of
the Father; of the Lord; and of God (Mt10:
20; 1sa6l: 1; Actsb: 3, 4), so God and His
Spirit are one Essence. We aso cannot sep-
arate God from His Spirit, for He says in
(Joe2: 28): "I will pour out My Spirit on all
flesh," And the Psalmist says in (Ps139: 7):
"Where can | go from Your Spirit?"

And since the Father and the Son are
one, and God and His Spirit are one, and
the Son and the Spirit are one because He
is the Spirit of the Son (Gal4: 6) and the
Spirit of Christ (1Petl: 11), therefore, the
three are one.

Theword " Trinity":

Jehovah Witnesses say that the word
"Trinity" is not mentioned in the Gospels:
Our answer is that the father apostles
preached Christianity to the nations, amidst
a pagan world that believe in polytheism,
therefore the apostles avoided the word
"Trinity". But John the apostle who lived
longer than the other apostle used this word
“these three are one." (1Jn5: 7)
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