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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

All praise and thanks belong to Allah, Lord of the Universe. May Allah’s 
blessings and peace be upon the last of the prophets and messengers 
Muhammad, his family, Companions, and all those who follow his 
footsteps till the end of time.

This is the second book of the Islamic Creed ( ‘aqeedah) series by Dr. 
‘Umar Sulaymaan al-Ashqar. It deals with the world of the Angels, an 
integral part of the Islamic faith. Persons denying the existence of 
Angels go outside the pale of Islam.

As usual, Dr. Al-Ashqar has discussed this issue exhaustively. His 
arguments are based on the texts of the Qur’an and the Sunnah. He has 
covered all aspects of the topic: definition, origin and characteristics, 
kinds and their relationship with mankind and other creation. Moreover, 
he draws a comparison between mankind and the angels in their 
respective roles as determined by Allah. A number of editions of the 
Arabic original have been sold out.

We are pleased to present this excellent English translation of a very 
popular book. May Allah bless with acceptance the efforts of the author, 
the translator and all those associated with the publication of this work.

Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Muhsin A l Tuwaijri
General Manager
International Islamic Publishing House 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
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TRANSLATOR’S FOREWORD

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Belief in the Unseen (Al-Ghayb) is one of the basic tenets of Islam, and 
forms an important part of Islamic teachings. One of the unseen worlds 
of which Islam tells us is the world of the angels, who are described in 
great detail in the Qur’an and Sunnah and who are involved with man 
throughout his life.

From the moment an individual is conceived in his mother’s womb, until 
his death and beyond, angels play a role in human life. Angels 
accompany the human being, protecting him and keeping a record of all 
his deeds. Angels bring forth the soul of the deceased person/s and they 
bring comfort or inflict torment in the grave. An angel will sound the 
Trumpet on the Last Day, and angels will be present on the Day of 
Judgement until they accompany people to their ultimate destination in 
Paradise or Hell.

Almost all human cultures, ancient and modem, have some kind of 
belief about angels. The pre-Islamic Arabs believed them to be 
daughters of the Almighty. Some philosophers thought that angels were 
the stars in the sky. In modem times there has been a resurgence of 
interest in angels, and they feature prominently in movies and other 
forms of popular western culture. Stories featuring angels circulate on 
the internet and various kinds of gifts, bearing supposed images of 
angels, gift shops in the west.

But these myths have no role to play in the belief of the Muslim. Our 
beliefs are based on the teachings of the Qur’an and Sunnah, which tell 
us all we need to know about the reality of the unseen, including the 
world of the angels. Belief in the angels brings comfort to man’s soul; 
this belief makes man feel that he is important in the sight of Allah, and 
that he matters a lot to Him; this belief also encourages a person to strive 
in the path of goodness. Hence it is of the utmost importance for the
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Muslim to understand what Islam says about the angels, and what the 
implications of this knowledge are for his daily life. In this book, Dr. 
‘Umar al-Ashqar draws on the sources of Islam to give us a 
comprehensive picture of who the angels are, their origins, their role in 
the universe and their interaction with mankind in this world and the 
next.

May Allah reward the author for his presentation of the Islamic belief in 
the angels. May He guide us on the Straight Path which leads to 
Paradise, and may He grant us admittance to that eternal abode where the 
angels will welcome the believers with greetings of salaam. May Allah 
bless our Prophet Muhammad and his family and Companions, and 
grant them peace.

Nasiruddin al-Khattab

Translator’s Note:

All translations of the meaning of the Qur’anic quotations have been 

taken from “Translation of the Meanings of the Noble Qur’an” by 

Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan and Dr. Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din al- 

Hilali, unless otherwise stated.



AUTHOR’S FOREWORD

Praise be to Allah. We praise Him and seek His help, forgiveness and 
guidance. We seek refuge in Allah from the evil of our own selves and 
from our evil actions. Whomsoever Allah guides, none can lead astray, 
and whomsoever He leads astray, none can guide. I bear witness that 
there is no god except Allah alone, with no associate or partner, and I 
bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger.

Belief in the angels is one of the basic principles of ‘aqeedah, and faith is 
not complete without this belief. The angels form one of the worlds of 
the Unseen, belief in which is commanded by Allah, Who praises those 
who believe in what Allah and His Messenger (^§) have told us about 
them.

The texts of the Qur’an and Sunnah speak in detail about all aspects of 
this subject. Whoever studies these texts will come to have a clear belief 
in the angels and realize that this is not an obscure topic. This will 
deepen and strengthen his faith, for detailed knowledge is stronger and 
firmer than general knowledge.

The only reason why the texts go into such detail on this topic is that the 
human mind on its own is not able to learn about the angels. Human 
senses are unable to see the angels or hear their conversations, but this 
inability is no doubt in man’s best interests, for if man could hear and see 
everything that is going on around him, he would not be able to survive. 
It is sufficient for us to imagine how hard it would be for a man if he 
could detect all the sounds that are picked up by a radio set; the result 
would surely make him lose his mind.

No one should assume that studying this principle is a kind of 
superfluous knowledge. The facts stated in the texts which speak of this 
topic have a great effect in counteracting the myths and false beliefs that 
exist in people’s minds concerning this matter. Since ancient times there 
has been a widespread belief that the angels are divine or that they are
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the daughters of Allah, and some philosophers think that the angels are 
the stars which we see in space.

The facts which are stated in the texts implant in our hearts the firm 
belief in the One God Who is in control of all of creation, Who has 
appointed His troops of angels to take care of the various affairs of this 
universe.

The relationship of the angels with us, their role in our formation and 
their watching over us, speaks to man of his importance and valuable 
status, and it refutes the idea that human beings are insignificant and 
worthless. Thus man can fully appreciate his own value and strive hard 
to play the great role which he is required to fulfil.

If we were to count the positive effects which stem from man’s belief in 
the angels, and to study the texts which speak of them, the introduction 
would turn into a lenghty article. So I will leave the reader to look at 
those texts which, when studied in depth, will supply him with these 
inspiring effects.

We ask Allah to benefit people through this book, and to make it 
sincerely for His sake, for He is the best of helpers and supporters.

'Umar Sulaymaan al-Ashqar



INTRODUCTION
DEFINITION OF THE ANGELS AND BELIEF 
IN THEM

The Angels form a world different to the world of mankind and the 
world of the jinn. It is a noble world, completely pure. They are noble 
and pious, worshipping Allah as He should be worshipped, fulfilling 
whatever He commands them to do and never disobeying Him.

From the texts of the Qur’an and Sunnah, we will see their attributes as 
described therein.

The word malak (angel) is derived from the root alaka; ma ’lakah and 
m alak mean message. From this root is derived the word malaa’ik 
(angels), because they are the messengers of Allah.

It is also said that the word malak is derived from the root la ’aka, and 
that mal ’aakah means message. The phrase wa'alikni ila fulaan means 
‘convey to him from me. ’ Al-Mal yak means al-malak (angel) because the 
angels convey (messages) from Allah.

Some of the scholars said al-malak (angel) is derived from al-mulk 
(sovereignty). He said: if one of the angels is in control of some affairs, 
he is described as malak, and if a human being is in control of some 
affairs, he is described as malik (king).1

Belief in the angels is one of the principles of faith. A person’s faith 
cannot be correct unless he believes in them. Allah says:

^The Messenger [Muhammad] believes in what has been sent down 

to him from his Lord, and [so do] the believers. Each one believes in

Basaa'ir Dhawi al-Tamyeez, by Al-Fayroozabadi, 4/524.
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Allah, His Angels, His Books, and His Messengers. [They say,] ‘We 

make no distinction between one another of His Messengers.’)*
(Q u r'an 2:285)

How should we believe in the angels?

Suyooti narrated that Al-Bayhaqi said in Shu'ab al-Eemaan: “Belief in
the Angels” means the following:

1. Belief that they exist.

2. Giving each one of them his rightful status, and believing that they are 
the slaves of Allah, created by Him, like mankind and the jinn. They 
are commanded to do things and they are accountable. They are not 
able to do anything except that which Allah has enabled them to do. 
Death is possible for them, but Allah gives them a long life, and they 
do not die until their appointed time comes. They should not be 
described in any way that would imply association with Allah, 
and they should not be regarded as gods as they were regarded 
by the ancients, some traditional cultures of early people.

3. Acknowledging that among them are messengers whom Allah sends 
to whomsoever He wills among mankind. He may also send some of 
them to others. This implies acknowledging that among them are the 
bearers of the Throne, those who stand in ranks, the keepers of 
Paradise, the keepers of Hell, those who record man’s deeds 
and those who drive the clouds. The Qur’an has mentioned all 
or most of them.”2

This book will describe in detail what is said in the texts (of the Qur’an
and Sunnah) about belief in the angels.

2 Al-Habaa'ik f i Akhbaar al-Malaa’ik by Suyooti, Pp. 10. See Mukhtasar Shu‘ab 

al-Eemaan, 1/405-406.



CHAPTER ONE
THEIR PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS, 
ATTRIBUTES AND ABILITIES

In this chapter we look at what we have learned from the texts
about the physical characteristics as well as the attributes of the angels, 
then we will discuss the abilities which Allah has granted to them.

1 - PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

(1) What they were created from and when

The substance from which Allah created them is light. In Saheeh Muslim 
it is narrated from ‘Aa’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her and her 
father) that the Messenger of Allah ($||) said: “The angels were created 
from light, the jinn were created from smokeless fire, and Adam was 
created from that which has been described to you.” 1

The Messenger (#,) did not explain what light this is that they were 
created from. Hence we cannot indulge in trying to say more about this 
matter, because it is the matter of the unseen concerning which no further 
clarification has been narrated, apart from this hadith.

It is narrated that Tkrimah said: “The angels were created from the light 
of glory and Iblees was created from the fire of glory.” And it is narrated 
that4Abd-Allah ibn 4Amr said, “Allah created the angels from the light 
of the arms and chest. ” It is not permissible to accept these views, even if 
they are narrated through sound chains from these scholars, because they 
are not infallible, and they may have taken these ideas from the

1 Muslim, 4/2294, hadith no. 2996.

Some o f  those who claim to be scholars reject this hadith and others like it, 

claiming that it is a hadith aahaad, and that a hadith aahaad cannot be relied on 

in matters o f ‘aqeedah. I have criticized this view and explained its flawed nature 

in a paper entitled Asl al-I‘tiqaad.
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Israa eeliyyaat (reports from Jewish sources).2

Wali-Ullah ad-Dehlawi said: “The hosts on high (the angels) are of three 
groups: a group upon whom Allah made the system of goodness was 
dependent, so He created them from physical light similar to the fire of 
Moosa and breathed into them noble souls;

A group which was created from a mixture of very light vapour and 
other elements, which resulted in the emergence of great souls with a 
strong aversion to animalistic behaviour;

And a group of human souls who are very close to the hosts on high, 
who keep striving to do deeds which could save them and help them to 
catch up with (the angels), until they shed their physical cloaks and 
follow in their footsteps, and are counted as being among them.”

There is no saheeh evidence to support this definition and this division 
of the angels into these categories.

We do not know when the angels were created, for Allah has not 
informed us about that. But we do know that they were created before 
Adam, the father of mankind. Allah has told us that He informed the 
angels that He was going to create a khaleefah on earth:

^Behold, your Lord said to the angels, ‘I will create a vicegerent 

[khaleefah] on earth.’)* (Qur'an 2:30 - A. Yoosuf 4Ali)

What is meant by the word khaleefah here is Adam (3p ) ,  and He 
commanded them to prostrate to him when He created him:

4

<(4So, when I have fashioned him completely and breathed into him 

[Adam] the soul which I created for him, then fall [you] down 

prostrating yourselves unto him.’)* (Qur’an 15:29)

2 Silsilat al-Ahaadeeth as-Saheehah, 1/197.
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Seeing the angels

Because the angels have bodies of light which are of a low density, 
mankind cannot see them, especially since Allah has not given our eyes 
the ability to see them.

No one among this ummah has seen the angels in their true form apart 
from the Messenger (jg?). He saw Jibreel twice in the form in which 
Allah created him. The texts indicate that human beings are able to see 
the angels when the angels appear in human form.

(2) Their great physical size

Allah says concerning the angels of Hell:

you who believe! Ward off yourselves and your families against a 

Fire [Hell] whose fuel is men and stones, over which are [appointed] 

angels stem [and] severe, who disobey not, [from executing] the 

Commands they receive from Allah, but do that which they are

It will be sufficient to quote the ahaadeeth which speak of two noble 
angels.

The great size of Jibreel

The Messenger of Allah (Jfe) saw Jibreel twice in the angelic form in 
which Allah created him. These two occasions are mentioned in the 
aayaat:

And indeed he [Muhammad] saw him [Jibreel] in the clear horizon

commanded.)* (Qur 'an 66:6)

[towards the east].)* (Qur'an 81:23)

And:
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^And indeed he [Muhammad] saw him [Jibreel] at a second descent 

[i.e. another time].

Near Sidrat-ul-Muntaha [a lote tree of the utmost boundary over the 

seventh heaven beyond which none can pass].

- that was when he was taken up to the highest heaven (during the 
Mi ‘raaj).

In Saheeh Muslim it is narrated that ‘Aa’ishah (may Allah be pleased 
with her) said: “I asked the Messenger of Allah (5̂ )  about these two 
aayaat. He said, ‘That is Jibreel; I never saw him in the form in which 
Allah created him except on these two occasions. I saw him descending 
from the heavens, with his huge size filling the space between the 
heaven and the earth’” 3

‘Aa’ishah ( i^ )  was asked about the aayah,

She said, “That is Jibreel (3̂ ) .  He used to come to him in human form, 
but on this occasion he came in his real form, and he filled the horizons 
of the sky.”4

It is narrated in Saheeh al-Bukhaari that ‘Abd-AUah ibn Mas‘ood said: 
“Muhammad (j|?) saw Jibreel with six hundred wings.”5

Ibn Mas‘ood said concerning the aayah -

Near it is the Paradise of Abode.)* (Quran 53:13-15)

Cfhen he [Jibreel] approached and came closer)*
(Qur’an 53:8)

3 Muslim, 1/159, hadith no. 177.

4 Muslim, 1/160, hadith no. 177.

5 Bukhaari, 8/610, hadith no. 4856, 4857.
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^Indeed he [Muhammad] did see of the Greatest Signs, of his Lord 

[Allah]!* (Qur'an 53:18) —

“This means green cushions, filling the horizons.”6 These cushions that 
filled the horizons were what Jibreel was seated upon. Ibn Hajar 
mentioned that An-Nasaa’i and Al-Haakim narrated with their isnaads 
from Ibn Mas‘ood that he said, “The Prophet of Allah (si) saw Jibreel 

with his own eyes, on a cushion which filled the space between 
heaven and earth.”7

Ibn Hajar mentioned that Ibn Mas‘ood said, according to a report 
narrated by An-Nasaa’i: “Muhammad ( 0 )  saw Jibreel with six hundred 
wings, filling the horizon.” 8

In Musnad al-Imam Ahmad it is narrated that ‘Abd-Allah ibn Mas‘ood 
said: “The Messenger of Allah saw Jibreel in his true form. He had 
six hundred wings, each of which filled the horizon, and there were 
multi-coloured pearls and rubies falling from his wings.”

Ibn Katheer said, concerning this hadith, its isnaad is jayyid?

Allah said, describing Jibreel:

^  <-£3

^Verily, this is the Word [this Qur’an brought by] a most honourable 

messenger [Jibreel (Gabriel)], from Allah to Prophet Muhammad]. 

Owner of power, [and high rank] with [Allah], the Lord of the 

Throne,

Obeyed [by the angels in the heavens] and trustworthy.}*
(Qur'an 81:19-21)

What is meant by the “most honourable messenger” here is Jibreel, and 
the Lord of the Throne is the Lord of Glory, may He be glorified.

6 Bukhaari, 8/611, hadith no. 4858.

7 Path al-Baari, 8/611.

8 Fath al-Baari, 8/611.

9 Al-Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah, 1/47.
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The great size of the bearers of the Throne

Abu Dawood narrated from Jaabir ibn ‘Abd-Allah ( ^ )  that the 
Messenger of Allah ( 0 )  said: “I have been granted permission to speak 
to one of the angels of Allah, one of the bearers of the Throne. The 
distance from his earlobes to his shoulders is the distance of a seven - 
hundred year journey.” 10

This is also narrated by Ibn Abi Haatim, who said: “... as a bird flies.” 
The editor of Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh said: its isnaad is saheeh u

Tabaraani narrated in Al-Mujam al-Awsat with a saheeh isnaad from 
Anas that he said: “The Messenger of Allah ( 0 )  said: T have been 
granted permission to speak of an angel, one of the bearers of the 
Throne. His feet are in the lowest earth and the Throne is resting on his 
hom. The distance from his earlobe to his shoulder is like that of a bird 
flying for seven hundred years. That angel says, ‘Glory be to You, 
wherever You are.”” 12

(3) Their most important physical characteristics

(i) The wings of the angels

The angels have wings, as Allah has informed us. Some of them have 
two wings, some have three or four, and some have more than that.

eA j A

Jr &  ^  4  ^ <3^  <4

<{A11 the praises and thanks be to Allah, the [only] Originator [or the 

(Only) Creator] of the heavens and the earth, Who made the angels 

messengers with wings, two or three or four. He increases in creation 

what He wills. Verily, Allah is Able to do all things.!*
(Qur'an 35:1)

10 Saheeh Sunan Abi Dawood, 3/895, no. 9353.

11 Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh, 3/121. See also Silsilat al-Ahaadeeth as-Saheehah, 

hadith no. 151.

12 Saheeh al-Jaami' as-Sagheer, 3rd edn., 1/208, no. 853.
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What is meant by saying that Allah made them with wings is that some 
of them have two wings, some have three or four, and some have more 
than that.

We have already mentioned the hadith in which the Messenger ($g) 
stated that Jibreel has six hundred wings.

(ii) The beauty of the angels

Allah has created them in a noble and beautiful form, as Allah says of 
Jibreel:

<{He has been taught [this Qur’an] by one mighty in power [Jibreel 

(Gabriel)].

One free from any defect in body and mind then he [Jibreel -  Gabriel 

in his real shape as created by Allah] rose and became stable.}*

Ibn 4 Abbaas said: ‘one free from any defect in body or mind’ means one 
whose appearance is beautiful. Qataadah said: one whose form is tall and 
beautiful. And it is said that ‘one free from any defect in body or mind’ 
means one who is possessed of strength. There is no contradiction 
between the two views, for he is both strong and of a beautiful 
appearance.

The idea that angels are beautiful is well-established in people’s minds, 
just as the idea that devils are ugly is also well-established. Hence we see 
them likening beautiful human beings to angels. Look at what the 
women said when they saw Yousuf:

<(Then, when they saw him, they exalted him [at his beauty] and [in 

their astonishment] cut their hands. They said: ‘How perfect is Allah 

[or Allah forbid]! No man is this! This is none other than a noble

(Qur’an 53:5-6)

angel! (Qur’an 12:31)
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(iii) Is there any similarity in appearance and form between angels 

and humans?

Muslim narrated in his Saheeh, and At-Tirmidhi narrated in his Sunan 
from Jaabir (4̂ ,) that the Messenger of Allah (jg) said: “The Prophets 
were shown to me, and I saw Moosa, a man of average build, looking 
like one of the men of (the tribe of) Shanu’ah. And I saw ‘Eesa ibn 
Maryam, and the person I have seen who most resembles him is ‘Urwah 
ibn Mas^ood. And I saw Ibraaheem, and the one who most resembles 
him is your Companion (meaning himself). And I saw Jibreel (>^); the 
person I have seen who most resembles him is Duhyah.” According to 
another report: Duhyah ibn Khaleefah.13

Is this a similarity between Jibreel’s true form, or the form which Jibreel 
took when he appeared in human form? Most likely it is the latter, 
because as we shall see, Jibreel often used to appear in the form of 
Duhyah.

(iv) Variations in their physical shape and status

The angels are not all the same in their physical shape and status. Some 
of the angels have two wings, some have three, and Jibreel has six 
hundred wings. They vary in their status before their Lord:

^Verily, this is the Word [this Qur’an brought by] a most honourable 

messenger [Jibreel (Gabriel), from Allah to Prophet Muhammad]. 

Owner of power, [and high rank] with [Allah], the Lord of the

^And there is not one of us [angels] but has his known place [or

position].])

And Allah said concerning Jibreel:

(Qur'an 37:164)

Throne.)) (Quran 81:19-20)

13 Muslim, 1/153, hadith no. 167.
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i.e., he has a high status and important rank before Allah.

The best of the angels are those who were present at the battle of Badr. 
In Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated from Rafaa‘ah ibn RaafT that 
Jibreel came to the Prophet (£§;) and said: “What do you think of the 
people of Badr among you (i.e., those among you who were present at 
Badr)?” He said, “They are among the best of the Muslims” or similar 
words. Jibreel said, “The same is true of the angels who were present at 
the Badr.” 14

(v) They cannot be described as being male or female

One of the reasons why the children of Adam go astray when speaking 
about the worlds of the unseen is because they subject those worlds to 
human criteria. So we see one of them expressing his amazement, in one 
of his articles, that Jibreel used to come to the Messenger (g|) a few 
seconds after a question had been put to the Messenger ( ^ )  that needed 
a reply from Allah. How could he come at such an extraordinary speed? 
When light needs millions of light-years in order to reach nearby 
heavenly bodies.

This poor man did not realize that he is like a mosquito trying to measure 
the speed of an airplane using its own standards. If he had thought about 
the matter, he would have realized that the world of the angels has its own 
standards which are completely different from our human standards.

The mushrik Arabs also went astray in this regard, as they used to claim 
that the angels were female, and they mixed this idea, which is far 
removed from the truth, with an even greater myth, when they claimed 
that these females were the daughters of Allah.

The Qur’an refuted them on both counts. It pointed out that they had no 
sound evidence for their claims, and that this notion was nonsense. It is 
strange indeed that they attributed daughters to Allah, when they 
themselves hated daughters; when the news of (the birth of) a baby girl

14 Bukhaari, 7/312, hadith no. 3992.
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was brought to any of them, his face would become dark, and he would 
be filled with inward grief, and he would hide himself from the people 
because of the evil of that whereof he had been informed (cf. Qur’an 
16:58-59). This doomed fellow might even lose his mind and bury the 
newborn girl alive. Nevertheless, they attributed children to Allah, and 
claimed that these children were female. In this manner myths grow and 
take root in the minds of those whom the divine light has not reached.

Listen to these verses which tell of this myth and criticize those who 
believed in it:

<{Now ask them [O Muhammad]: ‘Are there [only] daughters for 

your Lord and sons for them?

Or did We create the angels female while they were witnesses? 

Verily, it is of their falsehood that they [Quraysh pagans] say: 

‘Allah has begotten [offspring -  the angels being the daughters of 

Allah]?’ And, verily, they are liars!

Has He [then] chosen daughters rather than sons?

What is the matter with you? How do you decide?

Will you not then remember?

Or is there for you a plain authority?}* (Qur'an 37:149-156)

Allah will make these words a testimony for which they will be brought 
to account. One of the greatest of sins is to speak about Allah without 
knowledge:

^And they make the angels who themselves are slaves of the Most 

Gracious [Allah] females. Did they witness their creation? Their
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testimony will be recorded, and they will be questioned!^
(Qur'an 43:19)xs

(vi) They do not eat or drink

We indicated above that the angels cannot be described as being male or 
female. Similarly, they do not eat or drink the type of food we (humans) 
eat and drink. Allah has told us that the angels came to Ibraaheem in 
human form, and he offered them food, but they did not stretch out their 
hands towards it. He felt afraid of them, but when they told him of their 
true identity, his fear left him.

L'L*
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^Has the story reached you, of the honoured guests [three angels; 

Jibreel (Gabriel) along with another two] of Ibraaheem [Abraham]? 

When they came in to him and said: ‘Salaam, [peace be upon you]!’ 

He answered: 4Salaam, [peace be upon you],’ and said: ‘You are a 

people unknown to me.’

Then he turned to his household, and brought out a roasted calf [as 

the property of Ibraaheem [Abraham] was mainly cows].

And placed it before them [saying]: ‘Will you not eat?’

Then he conceived fear of them [when they ate not]. They said: ‘Fear 

not.’ And they gave him glad tidings of a son having knowledge 

[about Allah and His religion of True Monotheism].)*
(Quran 51:24-28)

15 Therefore, Muslims should beware o f speaking about such matters without 

knowledge. Those who claim that man originated from animals, monkeys or 

whatever, should be told the same thing: “Did they witness their creation? Their 

testimony will be recorded”. And Allah says, 1̂ [Allah] made them [Iblees and his 

offspring] not to witness [nor took their help in] the creation o f the heavens and 

the earth and not [even] their own creation.)* (Qur’an 18:51)
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In another aayah it says:

> rw

^But when he saw their hands went not towards it [the meal], he 
mistrusted them, and conceived a fear of them. They said: “Fear not, 
we have been sent against the people of Loot [Lot].}*

(Qur’an 11:70)

Suyooti narrated from Al-Fakhr ar-Raazi that scholars were agreed that 
the angels do not eat, drink or get married.16

(vii) They do not get bored or tired

The angels worship and obey Allah, and carry out His commands, 
without getting tired or bored. They do not feel what humans feel of 
tiredness and boredom. Allah says, describing His angels:

<fThey [i.e. the angels] glorify His Praises night and day, [and] they 
never slacken [to do so].}* (Qur'an 21:20)

The meaning of ‘they never slacken’ is they never become weak. In 
another aayah Allah says:

<i h i . *a  .

^Then there are those who are with your Lord [angels] glorify Him 
night and day, and never are they tired.)* (Qur'an 41:38)

Suyooti inferred that the aayah “(and) they never slacken (to do so)” 
(Qur’an 21:20) means that the angels do not sleep; he narrated this view 
from Al-Fakhr ar-Raazi.17

16 Al-Habaa’ik fi Akhbaar al-Malaa’ik, Pp. 264.

17 Al-Habaa'ik f i Akhbaar al-Malaa ’ik, Pp. 264.



The World of the Noble Angels 29

(viii) The dwelling-place of the angels

The abode and dwelling-place of the angels is in the heavens, as Allah 
says:

^Nearly the heavens might be rent asunder from above them [by His 

Majesty], and the angels glorify the praises of their Lord.)*
(Qur ’an 42:5)

And Allah has described them as being with Him:

I

feu t if they are too proud [to do so (i.e., to prostrate to Allah)], then 

there are those who are with your Lord [angels] glorify Him night 

and day, and never are they tired.^ (Qur'an 41:38)

They come down to the earth by the command of Allah, to fulfil the tasks 
with which they have been entrusted:

<{And we [angels] descend not except by the Command of your Lord 

[O Muhammad].)* (Qur’an 19:64)

They come down a lot on special occasions, such as Laylat al-Qadr.

J * l*fO J / j (Jj) j-pi j *  j l i l i

^The Night of Al-Qadr [Decree] is better than a thousand months 

[i.e. worshipping Allah in that night is better than worshipping Him a 

thousand months, i.e. 83 years and 4 months].

Therein descend the angels and the Rooh [Jibreel (Gabriel)] by 

Allah’s Permission with all Decrees.)* (Qur’an 97:3-4)
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(ix) The numbers of the angels

The angels are many; no one knows how many they are except the One 
Who created them:

iAnd  none can know the hosts of your Lord but He.^
(Qur'an 74:31)

If you want to know how many they are, listen to what Jibreel said 
concerning Al-Bayt al-Ma‘moor (the Much-Frequented House), when 
the Messenger (g|) asked him about it, when he reached it on the night 
of the Israa *: This is Al-Bayt al-Ma 'moor:; every day seventy thousand 
angels pray in it, and they never come back to it.” 18

In Saheeh Muslim it is narrated from ‘ Abd-Allah that the Messenger of 
Allah (jjg) said: “On that Day, Hell will be brought with seventy 
thousand ropes, each of which will be pulled by seventy thousand 
angels.” 19 Based on this, those who will bring forth Hell on that Day 
will be forty-nine million angels.

If you study the texts which have been narrated about the angels who are 
appointed to take care of each person, you will realize how great their 
number is. There is an angel who is entrusted with the nutfah, two angels 
appointed to write down the deeds of each person, angels whose task is to 
protect each person, and an angelic companion (qareen) to guide a person.

(x) The names of the angels

The angels have names, but we only know a few of those names. Below 
are the verses in which some of the names of angels have been 
mentioned:

18 Bukhaari, 6/103, hadith no. 2207. Muslim, 1/146, hadith no. 162. This version 

is narrated by Bukhaari.

19 Muslim, 4/2184, hadith no. 2842.
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(a) Jibreel and (b) Mikaa’eel

Allah says:

llJ U-Li* $  ^  cs*
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^Say [O Muhammad]: ‘Whoever is an enemy to Jibreel [Gabriel] [let 
him die in his fury], for indeed he has brought it [this Qur’an] down 
to your heart by Allah’s Permission, confirming what came before it 
[i.e. the Tawraat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)] and guidance and 
glad tidings for the believers.
Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His Angels, His Messengers, Jibreel 
[Gabriel] and Mikaa’eel [Michael], then verily, Allah is an enemy to 
the disbelievers.’)* (Qur'an 2:97-98)

Jibreel is the trustworthy Rooh mentioned in the aayah:

<(Which the trustworthy Rooh [Jibreel (Gabriel)] has brought down 
Upon your heart [O Muhammad] that you may be [one] of the 
wamers.}* (Qur 'an 26:193-194)

And he is the Rooh whom Allah sent to Maryam:

^Then We sent to her Our Rooh [angel Jibreel (Gabriel)].}*
(Qur'an 19:17)

(c) Israafeel

Another of the angels is Israafeel, who will blow the Trumpet.

Jibreel, Mikaa’eel and Israafeel are the angels who were mentioned by the 
Messenger ($g) in the du (aa’ with which he opened his prayer at night:

“Allaahumma Rabba Jibreel wa Mikaa’eel wa Israafeel Faatir as- 
samaawaali wal-ard, ‘Aalim al-ghaybi wal-shahaadah, anta tahkumu
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bayna ‘ibaadika fim a  kaanu fih i yakhtalifoon, ihdinee lima ukhtulifa fih i  

min al-haqq bi idhnika, innaka tahdi man ta sha’ ila siraatim mustaqeem  

(O Allah, Lord of Jibreel, Mikaa’eel and Israafeel, Creator of the 
heavens and the earth, Knower of the unseen and the seen, You judge 
among Your slaves concerning that in which they differ. Guide me by 
Your Leave with regard to that in which they differ concerning the truth, 
for You guide whomsoever You will to a straight path).”20

(d) Maalik

And among the angels is Maalik, the keeper of Hell:

^And they will cry: 'O Maalik [Keeper of Hell]! Let your Lord make 

an end of us.’ He will say: 'Verily, you shall abide forever.’}*

(e) Ridwaan

Ibn Katheer said: “The keeper of Paradise is an angel called Ridwaan, as 
is clearly stated in some ahaadeeth .”

(f) Munkar and (g) Nakeer

And among the angels whose names were mentioned by the Messenger 
(IS) are Munkar and Nakeer They are mentioned in the ahaadeeth 

which talk about the questioning in the grave.

(h) Haaroot and (i) Maaroot

And among the angels are two whom Allah called Haaroot and Maaroot. 
Allah says:

(Qur’an 43:77)

20 Muslim 1/534, hadith no. 770 from ‘Aa’ishah Umm al-Mu’mineen.
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tfSulaymaan did not disbelieve, but the Shayaateen [devils] 

disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came down at 

Babylon to the two angels, Haaroot and Maaroot, but neither of these 

two [angels] taught anyone [such things] till they had said, 4We are 

for trial, so disbelieve not [by learning this magic from us].’!*

From the context of the aayah it is clear that Allah sent them as a test for 
mankind at some time. Many myths surround them in the books of Tafseer 
and history, for which there is no proof in the Qur’an and Sunnah. It is 
sufficient to know about them only what is indicated in this verse.

‘Azraa’eel

According to some reports, the Angel of Death is called kAzraa’eel. 
However, this name is not mentioned in the Qur’an, or in the saheeh 
ahaadeeth21

Raqeeb and ‘A teed

Some scholars mentioned that among the angels are two called Raqeeb 
and ‘A teed, based on the aayah,

^[Remember] that the two receivers [recording angels] receive [each 

human being], one sitting on the right and one on the left [to note his 

or her actions]

Not a word does he [or she] utter but there is a watcher [raqeeb] by

What they mentioned is not correct. The words raqeeb (watcher) and 
‘ateed (ready) here are adjectives describing the two angels who are 
always present and witnessing, who are never away from a person. It 
does not mean that these are the names of the angels.

?l Al-Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah, 1/50.

(Qur'an 2:102)

ofy e)L.a.Ll«J'

him ready ["ateed] to record it.)* (Qur'an 50:17-18)
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(xi) The death of the angels

The angels die just as humans and jinn die. This is stated clearly in the 
aayah:

Jr ilil i i t i  c | <4 O4 J y ^  <3 f"

And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and 

all who are on the earth will swoon away, except him whom Allah 

wills. Then it will be blown a second time, and behold they will be 

standing, looking on [waiting].)* (Qur'an 39:68)

The angels are included in this aayah, because they are in the heavens. 
Ibn Katheer said in his commentary on this verse:

“This is the second Trumpet-blast, the blast which will cause all 
creatures to fall unconscious. This will cause all living beings in the 
heavens and on earth to die, except for those whom Allah wills, as is 
clearly stated in detail in the famous hadith about the Trumpet. Then He 
will take the souls of those who are left, and the last one to die will be the 
Angel of Death. Then only the Ever-Living, Self-Sustaining will be left, 
Who was the First, and Who Alone will be the Last, Everlasting and 
Eternal. He will say,4 Whose is the Sovereignty today?’ three times, then 
He will answer Himself by saying,

A (|p) J&K \

^It is Allah’s, the One, the Irresistible!}* (Qur'an 40:16)3'

Another verse which indicates that they (the angels) will die is:

^Everything will perish save His Face.)* (Qur 'an 28:88)

Will any of them die before the Trumpet is blown? We do not know the 
answer to that, and we cannot discuss it, because there is no text that can 
give us a positive or a negative answer. Everything will perish save His 
Face.
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2 - ATTRIBUTES

The angels are honourable and obedient

Allah has described the angels as being honourable and obedient:

i.e., the Qur’an is in the hands of scribes (safarah), i.e., the angels, 
because they are the emissaries (sufaraa *) of Allah to His Messengers 
and Prophets. Bukhaari said: “Safarah refers to the angels. The singular 
is saafir. Safartu means T reconciled between them’. So the angels, who 
bring down the Revelation of Allah are like emissaries who reconcile 
between the people.”22

Allah has described these angels as being “honourable and obedient”, 
i.e., He has created them honourable, good and noble. Their actions are 
obedient, pure and perfect. Hence the one who learns the Qur’an by 
heart should be one whose actions and words are proper and correct.

Bukhaari narrated that ‘Aa’ishah ( i^ ) said: ‘The Messenger of Allah 
( ^ )  said: ‘The one who reads the Qur’an when he knows it by heart is 
like the honourable scribes and the one who reads the Qur’an and tries 
his best, and it is hard for him, will have two rewards.”23

The modesty of the angels

Among the attributes of the angels mentioned by the Messenger (jg?) is 
their modesty. In the hadith narrated by Muslim in his Saheeh from 
‘Aa’ishah it says that the Messenger of Allah (j||) was lying down in his 
house with his thigh or his shin uncovered. Abu Bakr asked for 
permission to come in, and he let him in and spoke with him whilst he 
was in that state. Then ‘Umar sought permission to come in, and he let

22 Bukhaari, 8/691.

23 Bukhaari, 8/691, hadith no. 4937. M uslim, 1/549, hadith no. 798. This version 

is narrated by Bukhaari.

În the hands of scribes [angels]. 
Honourable and obedient.^ (Quran 80:15-16)
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him in and spoke with him whilst he was in that state. Then ‘Uthmaan 
asked for permission to come in, and the Messenger (^k) sat up and 
rearranged his garment, then he let him come in and spoke with him. 
When he left, 1 Aa’ishah said: “Abu Bakr came in, and you did not stir or 
pay too much attention. Then ‘Umar came in, and you did not stir or pay 
too much attention. Then ‘Uthmaan came in, and you sat up and fixed 
your garment. ” He said, “How could I not feel shy of a man of whom the 
angels feel shy?”24

The phrase “you did not stir” means you did not welcome him warmly. 

3 - ABILITIES

(1) Their ability to take on different forms

Allah has given the angels the ability to take on forms different from 
their own Allah sent Jibreel to Maryam (Mary) in human form:

*(And; m ention  in the B o o k  [the Q u r’an, O M uham m ad, the story of] 

M aryam  [M ary], w hen  she w ithdrew  in seclu sion  from her fam ily to 

a place facin g  east.

She p laced  a screen [to screen herself] from them; then We sent to 

her Our Rooh [angel Jibreel (G abriel)], and he appeared before her in 

the form  o f  a m an in all respects.

She said: ‘Verily, I seek  refuge w ith the M ost G racious [A llah] from  

you, i f  you  do fear A lla h .’

[The angel] said: ‘I am  on ly  a m essenger from  your Lord, [to 

announce] to you  the gift o f  a righteous s o n ’ll

(Qur'an 19:16-19)

24 Muslim. 4/1866, hadith no. 2401.
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The angels came to Ibraaheem (>^) in human form, and he did not know 
that they were angels until they told him who they really were. We have 
quoted above the aayaat which speak of that.

The angels came to the Prophet Loot (Lot) in the form of young men 
with handsome faces and he was grieved on account of them and feared 
that they may be harmed by his people, for they were an evil people who 
committed evil actions, and they used to commit sodomy:

^And w hen Our m essen gers cam e to L oot [Lot], he w as grieved  on  

account o f  them  and felt h im se lf  straitened for them  [lest the tow n  

p eop le  should approach them  to com m it sod om y with them ]. H e  

said: ‘T his is a d istressfu l day.’I* (Qur'an 11:77)

Ibn Katheer said: "‘The angels appeared to him in the t'orm of handsome 
young men as a test and a trial, so that proof might be established against 
the people of Loot, and Allah might seize them with a mighty 
punishment.”25

Jibreel used to come to the Messenger ($&) in different forms. 
Sometimes he came in the form of Duhyah ibn Khaleefah al-Kalbi (a 
Sahaabi who was of handsome appearance), and sometimes in the form 
of a Bedouin.

Many of the Sahaabah saw him when he came in that form

In Saheehayn (Bukhaari and Muslim) it is narrated that TJmar ibn al~ 
Khattaab said:

“Whilst we were sitting with the Messenger of Allah ( ^ )  one day, a man 
came to us whose clothes were exceedingly white and whose hair was 
exceedingly black. There were no signs of travel on him and none of us 
knew him. He sat down in front of the Prophet (^ ) , with his knees 
touching his, and put his hands on his thighs, and said, “O Muhammad, 
tell me about Islam...”’ The hadith states that he asked him about

Al-Sidaavah wan-Nihaayah,
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eemaan (faith), ihsaan and the Hour and its signs.26

Then the Messenger (i§) stated that the one who asked these questions 
was Jibreel, and that he had come to teach the Sahaabah their religion.

‘Aa’ishah saw the Messenger ($&) patting the head of Duhyah al-Kalbi’s 
horse and speaking to him. When she asked him about that, he (^g) said, 
“That was Jibreel, and he sends salaam to you.”27

The Messenger ($g) told us of a man who killed ninety-nine persons, and 
when he set out repentant, death came to him when he was half-way to 
the land to which he was migrating. The angels of mercy and the angels 
of punishment disputed concerning him, and they referred the matter to 
an angel who came to them in human form. He (si) said: “An angel in 
human form came to them, and they appointed him (to arbitrate) 
between them. He said, ‘Measure the distance between the two lands 
(the evil place he was leaving and the good place to which he was 
headed), and whichever one he is closer to is where he belongs.’” No 
doubt they appointed him as an arbitrator by the command of Allah, and 
Allah sent this angel to them in human form. The story is narrated in 
Saheeh Muslim, in Baab at-Tawbah (chapter on repentance).28

In the story of the three people from among the Children of Israel whom 
Allah tested, the leper, the bald man and the blind man, we will see that 
an angel appeared to them in human form.

Some of the scholars indulged in discussions of how the angels change 
their form from a rational point of view, and they came up with ideas that 
are of no value. They should not have indulged in this discussion of this 
matter of the unseen. Allah has told us that the angels may take on

26 Muslim, 1/37, hadith no. 8. Bukhaari from Abu Hurayrah, 1/114, hadith no. 49. 

This version is narrated by Muslim.

27 Ahmad in Musnad, Ibn Sa‘d in At-Tabaqaat, with a hasan isnaad. The hadith 

about Jibreel sending salaams to ‘A a ’ishah without her seeing him, is narrated by 

Bukhaari in his Saheeh, 6/305, hadith no. 3217; 7/106, hadith no. 3768.

28 Muslim, 4/2118, hadith no. 2766.
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different forms, but He has not told us how they do so. These scholars 
should have been content with what the Messenger of Allah and his 
Companions were content with, and they should have stopped where 
they stopped. If you want to read some of the discussions on this issue, 
see the book by Suyooti, Al-Habaa }ik f i  Akhbaar al-Malaa ’ik.29

(2) Their great speed

The greatest speed known to humans is the speed of light, which is 
186,000 miles per second.

But the speed of the angels is greater than that. It cannot be measured by 
human standards. A questioner would come to the Messenger and 
would hardly have finished asking his question before Jibreel would 
come with the answer from the Lord of Glory, may He be exalted. Today 
there is no vehicle that can travel at the speed of light, and it would take 
millions of light years to reach some of the stars that exist in the horizons 
of this vast universe.

(3) Their knowledge

The angels have great knowledge that they have been taught by Allah, 
but they do not have the ability that man has been given, to find out 
about things:

^And H e taught A dam  all the nam es [o f  everyth in g], then H e  

sh ow ed  them  to the an gels and said , T e l l  M e the nam es o f  th ese  i f  

you  are truthful.’

T hey  [angels] said: ‘G lory is to Y ou, w e  h ave no k n o w led g e  

excep t w hat you  have taught us. Verily, it is Y ou, the A ll-K n ow er,

the A ll-W ise . (Qur'an 2:31-32)

29 Pp. 261.
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Man is distinguished by his ability to find out about things, and to 
discover the laws of the universe. The angels know that because they 
learn it directly from Allah. But what Allah teaches them is far more than 
what man knows. Among the knowledge that they have been given is the 
knowledge of writing:

l* Oy&e ((j^ Li\j£ (|Jj) ^ 4^ <14̂

^But verily, over you  [are appointed an gels in charge o f  m ankind] to 

watch you ,

Kiraaman [H onourable] Kaatibeen  -  w riting dow n [your deeds], 

T hey k now  all that you  do.)* (Qur'an 82:10-12)

We will discuss this in more detail under the heading of The Angels and 
Man.

The dispute of the hosts on high

The angels discuss amongst themselves matters of the revelation of their 
Lord which are not clear to them. In Sunan at-Tirmidhi and Musnad 
Ahmad it is narrated from Ibn ‘Abbaas that the Messenger ( ^ )  said: 
b‘Last night my Lord -  may He be blessed and exalted -  came to me in 
the most beautiful form -  he (the narrator) said: I think he said, in a 
dream -  and He said: ‘O Muhammad, do you know what the hosts on 
high dispute about?’ I said, ‘No.’ He put His hand (on my back), 
between my shoulders, until I could feel its coolness on my chest, and 1 
knew what was in the heavens and what was on earth.

Then He said, ‘O Muhammad, do you know what the hosts on high 
dispute about?’ I said, ‘Yes, about expiations and actions that raise a 
person’s status. The expiations are staying in the mosque after the 
prayer, walking on foot to join congregational prayers and doing wudoo' 
properly at the time of hardship; and the actions that raise a person’s 
status are spreading salaam, feeding people, and praying at night when 
people are asleep.’

He said, ‘You have spoken the truth, Whoever does that will live in 
goodness and die in peace, and he will be free from any sin, as pure as a
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newborn baby.’

He said, ‘O Muhammad, when you pray, say, ilAllahumma inni as 'aluka 
fal al-khayraat wa tark al-munkaraat, wa hubb al-masaakeen, wa an 
taghfir li, wa tarhamni, wa tatoob ‘alaaya, wa idha aradta bi ‘ibaadika 
fitnah, fa  *qbidni ilayka ghayr maftoon [O Allah, I ask you for good 
deeds, avoidance of evil deeds, and love for the poor. (I ask You) to 
forgive me and to have mercy on me, and to accept my repentance. If 
You want to test Your slaves, then take me to You (i.e., cause me to die) 
without being tested].” 30

Ibn Katheer said, after quoting this hadith: “This is the famous hadith 
about the dream. Whoever thinks it happened when the Prophet ($k) was 
awake is mistaken. It is narrated with different isnaads in As-Sunan. This 
hadith is also narrated by At-Tirmidhi from Jahdam ibn ‘Abd-Allah al- 
Yamaami.

Al-Hasan said: (it is) saheeh. This dispute is not the dispute mentioned 
in the Qur’an, where Allah says:

had no k n ow led ge  o f  the ch ie fs [angels] on high w hen they were  

disputing and d iscu ssin g  [about the creation o f  A dam ].

O nly this has been revealed  to m e, that 1 am a p lain  w am er.’^

The dispute mentioned in the hadith has been explained by the 
Messenger (si)-

With regard to the dispute mentioned in the Qur’an, it is explained in the 
following aayaat:

Saheeh Sunan at-Tirmidhi. 3/9. no. 2580, 2581

(Qur'an 38:69-70)
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^[R em em ber] w hen  you r Lord said to the angels: ‘Truly, I am go in g  

to create m an from  clay.

So  w hen  I h ave fash ioned  him  and breathed into him  [his] soul 

created by  M e, then you  fall d ow n  prostrate to h im .’

So  the an gels prostrated th em se lv es , all o f  them ,

E xcep t Iblees [Satan], he w as proud and w as one o f  the 

disbelievers.^  (Q ur’an 38:71-74)

The dispute mentioned in the Qur’an was concerning Adam (ggsO and 
the refusal of Iblees to prostrate to him, and how he (Iblees) argued with 
his Lord concerning His preferring Adam over him.”31

(4) They are disciplined and organized in all their affairs

The angels are disciplined in their worship. The Messenger ($%t) urged 
us to follow their example in that. He said, “Why do you not form your 
rows as the angels form their rows before their Lord?” They said, “O 
Messenger of Allah, how do the angels form their rows before their 
Lord?” He said, “They complete the rows and do not leave any 
gaps.”32

On the Day of Resurrection, they will come in organized ranks:

^And your Lord co m es w ith  the an gels in row s.^

(Q ur’an 89:22)

And they will stand in rows before Allah:

31 See Tafseer Ibn Katheer, 6/73-74.

32 Muslim, 1/322. hadith no. 430.
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^The D ay that Ar-Rooh [Jibreel (G abriel), or another angel] and the 

an gels w ill stand forth in row s, they w ill n ot speak  ex cep t him  w h o m  

the M ost G racious [A llah] a llo w s, and he w ill speak w hat is right.$>

(Q u r’an 78:38)

Ar-Rooh here refers to Jibreel.

Look at how precisely they carry out commands. In Saheeh Muslim and 
Musnad Ahmad it is narrated from Anas (4̂ )  that the Prophet (jgg) said: 
“I will come to the gate of Paradise and ask for it to be opened. The 
gatekeeper will say, ‘Who are you?’ I will say, ‘Muhammad/ He will 
say, ‘I was commanded not to open it for anyone before you.’”33

We may note how precisely they carry out commands by looking at the 
hadith about the Israa \ When Jibreel asked for permission to enter each 
of the heavens, it was not opened for him until after it was found out who 
was seeking admission.

(5) The infallibility of the angels

Suyooti narrated from Al-Qaadi ‘Iyaad that “Muslims are unanimously 
agreed that the angels are virtuous believers, and the Imaams of the 
Muslims are agreed that our belief about the messengers among them is 
like our belief about the Prophets with regard to their infallibility in the 
issues which we have referred to above, and that their responsibilities 
towards the Prophets are like the responsibilities of the Prophets towards 
their nations.”

Some scholars differed concerning the angels who are not messengers. 
Some were of the view that all the angels are infallible in the sense that 
they do not commit sin, based on the aayaat:

33 Muslim, 1/188, hadith no. 197.
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you  w ho b elieve! Ward o f f  y ou rse lves and your fam ilies against a 

Fire [H ell] w h o se  fuel is m en and stones, over w hich  are [appointed] 

an gels stem  [and] severe, w h o  d iso b ey  not, [from executing] the 

C om m ands they receive  from A llah , but do that w hich  they are 

com m anded.)*
(Q u r’an 66:6)
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^And there is not o n e  o f  us [angels] but has his know n p lace [or 

position]:

A nd verily, w e  [an gels], w e stand in row s [for the prayers as you  

M uslim s stand in row s for your prayers];

A nd verily, w e  [an gels], indeed are those w ho glor ify  [A llah ’s 

Praises, i.e. perform  prayers].)* (Q u r’an 37:164-166)
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C fo H im  b elo n g s w h o so ev er  is in the heavens and on earth. And  

those w h o  are near H im  [i.e. the angels] are not too proud to w orship  

Him , nor are they w eary [o f  H is w orship].

They [i.e. the angels] g lor ify  H is Praises n ight and day, [and] they 

never slacken  [to do so].)* (Q ur’an 21:19-20)

*Un the hands o f  scribes [angels] 

H onourable and obedient.!*

fi jt** (̂ Joll ^

(Qur ’an 80:15-16)

%W hich [that B o o k  with A llah] none can touch but the purified [i.e. 

the angels].)* (Q ur’an 56:79)

And there are many similar reports.
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Another group was of the view that this applies only to the messengers 
among them and those who are close to Allah, and they cited as evidence 
the story of Haaroot and Maaroot, and the story of Iblees. The correct 
view is that all of them are infallible and that we should think of all of 
them as being above anything that could undermine their position and 
high status.

He said: uThe answer to the story of Haaroot and Maaroot is that there is 
no report, sound or otherwise, about that from the Messenger of Allah 

Concerning the story of Iblees, most scholars deny that he was one 
of the angels, and they say that he is the father of the jinn, as Adam is the 
father of mankind.?34

This issue was discussed by As-Safawi al-Armawi, as quoted from him 
by Suyooti. He said: uThe angels are infallible, and the evidence for that 
is as follows:

(i) Allah says concerning them:

^[They] do that w hich  they are com m anded.]* (Qur 'an 66:6)

^And they act on H is C om m and.^ (Qur'an 21:27)

These two aayaat include doing what is commanded and abstaining 
from what is forbidden, because a prohibition is a command to abstain, 
from doing something. The context here is that of praising."

(ii) Allah says:

4 ojjvib V jlp lj q.

^They [i.e. the an gels] g lor ify  His Praises night and day, [and] they  

never slacken [to do so].]* (Qur'an 21: 20)

34 Al-Habaa'ik min Akhbaar al-Malaa'ik by Suyooti, Pp. 252



46 Their Physical Characteristics, Attributes and Abilities

This is an eloquent description of their efforts in worship.

(iii) The angels are messengers of Allah, because Allah says:

<fWho m ade the a n gels m essengers}* (Q ur’an 35:1)

The angels are infallible, because Allah says, praising them,

4 ^ 1  *^4

 ̂A llah  k n o w s b est w ith  w h o m  to p lace H is M essage.)*

(Q ur’an 6:124)

This aayah refers to their perfection in their work.35

35 Al-Habaa’ik min Akhbaar al-Malaa'ik, Pp. 253.



CHAPTER TWO
THE W ORSHIP OF THE ANGELS

A LOOK AT THE NATURE OF THE ANGELS

The angels instinctively worship Allah. They do not have the ability to 
disobey Him.

<f[They] d iso b ey  not, [from  execu tin g] the C om m ands they receive  

from  A llah , but do that w hich  they are com m anded.!*

(Qur'an 66:6)

Their abstaining from sin and doing acts of obedience is part of their 
nature, and it does not require any effort on their part, because they have 
no desires (that could prevent them from doing so).

Perhaps this is the reason why a group of scholars said that the angels are 
not accountable, and that they are not included in the promises (of 
Paradise) and threats (of Hell).1

What we can say is that the angels are not accountable in the same 
manner as the sons of Adam are, but saying that they are not accountable 
at all is a view that is to be rejected. They are commanded to worship and 
obey Allah:

<{They fear their Lord ab ove them , and they do w hat they are 

com m anded.)* (Qur'an 16:50)

This aayah shows that they fear their Lord, and this fear is one of the 
responsibilities enjoined by shari‘ah; indeed it is one of the highest 
forms of uboodiyyah (being a slave of Allah in the fullest sense), as 
Allah says of the angels:

1 Lawaami‘ al-Anwaar al-Bahiyyah, 2/409.
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^And they stand in aw e for fear o f  H im .^ (Qur'an 21:28)

THE STATUS OF THE ANGELS

The best manner in which the angels are described is slaves of Allah, but 
they are honoured slaves. We have already referred to the fact that the 
claim made by the mushrikeen -  that the angels were daughters of Allah 
-  is a false one with no element of truth. Allah showed those who 
believed this as liars, and described the true nature of the angels and their 
status in more than one place (in the Qur’an). He said:
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(+t~Z Cr*J \̂p (jA ̂Aj -̂L

^And they say: ‘T he M ost G racious [A llah] has begotten a son [or 

ch ild ren ].’ G lory to H im ! T hey [w hom  they call children o f  A llah  i.e. 

the an gels , ‘E esa son o f  M aryam , ‘U zayr (Ezra)], are but honoured  

slaves.

T hey speak not until H e has spoken , and they act on H is C om m and. 

He k n o w s w hat is before them , and w hat is behind them , and they  

cannot intercede excep t for him  w ith  w hom  He is p leased . A nd they  

stand in aw e for fear o f  Him .

A nd i f  any o f  them  should  s a y : 4 Verily, 1 am an ilaah [a god] besides  

Him [A lla h ],’ such  a one W e shou ld  recom p en se w ith H ell. Thus We 

recom pense the Zaalimoon [po lytheists and w rongdoers].^

(Qur 'an 21:26-29)

The angels are slaves who bear all the characteristics of luboodiyyah\ 
they serve Allah and carry out His instructions. The knowledge of Allah 
encompasses them, and they cannot go beyond what He commands 
them to do or go against the instructions that are given to them. They are 
in fear and awe of Allah, and if it so happened that one of them were to
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overstep the mark, Allah would punish him for his rebellion.

One aspect of the ‘uboodiyyah of the angels is that they do not make 
suggestions before their Lord, and they do not oppose any of His 
commands. Rather they do as they are commanded and hasten to 
respond.

v • JjL* y 1J u 4j

CThey speak not until H e has sp ok en , and they act on H is 

C om m and.^ (Q u r’an 21:27)

They do not do anything except that which they are commanded. The 
command motivates them, and the command makes them stop. In 
Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated that Ibn ‘Abbaas2 said: the Messenger 
of Allah (jgg) said to Jibreel, “Why do you not visit us more often?” 
Then the aayah was revealed:

Im -
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^And w e [angels] d escen d  not ex cep t by the C om m and o f  your Lord 

[O M uham m ad]. To H im  b e lo n g s w hat is b efore us and w hat is 

behind us, and w hat is betw een  those tw o; and your Lord is never  

forgetful.)* (Q u r’an 19:64)

Examples of their worship

The angels are slaves of Allah whose responsibility is to worship Him. 
They fulfil this responsibility and worship Him with the greatest of ease. 
We will describe here some of the acts of worship done by the angels 
which Allah and His Messenger (#?•) have told us about.

(1) Tasbeeh (Glorifying Allah)

The angels remember Allah (dhikr), and the greatest dhikr is Tasbeeh. 
The bearers of the Throne glorify Him, may He be exalted:

Bukhaari, 6/305, hadith no. 3218.2
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CThose [angels] w h o  bear the Throne [ o f  A llah] and those around it 

glor ify  the praises o f  their Lord.)* (Q ur’an 40:7)

And all the angels glorify Him:

^And the an gels g lor ify  the praises o f  their Lord.)*

(Qur ’an 42:5)

They glorify Allah constantly, without ceasing, either at night or during 
the day:

i

C rhey [i.e. the angels] g lo r ify  H is Praises n ight and day, [and] they  

n ever slacken  [to do  so].)* (Q u r’an 21:20)

Because they glorify Allah so much, they are indeed those who truly 
glorify Allah’s praises, and they have the right to be proud of that:

m  £ 3  % m

^And verily, w e  [an gels], stand in row s [for the prayers as you  

M u slim s stand in row s for your prayers];

A nd  verily, w e  [an gels], indeed  are those w h o  g lor ify  [A llah ’s 

P raises, i.e. perform  prayers].)* (Q u r’an 37:165-166)

They glorify Allah so much because Tasbeeh is the greatest form of 
dhikr. Muslim narrated in his Saheeh that Abu Dharr said: “The 
Messenger of Allah (si) was asked what kind of dhikr is the best. He 
said: ‘That which Allah has chosen for His angels or His slaves: 
Subhaan Allahi wa hi hamdihi (Glory and praise be to Allah).’”3

(2 ) Standing in rows

We have already mentioned the hadith in which the Messenger ( ^ )  
urged his Companions to follow the example of the angels in making

3 Muslim, 4/2093, hadith no. 2731.
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straight rows for the prayer: “Why do you not form rows as the angels 
form rows before their Lord?” When he was asked about how they form 
rows, he said: “They complete the rows, and do not leave any gaps.” 
This is narrated by Muslim.4

In the Qur’an it says of the angels:

^And verily, w e  [an gels], stand in row s [for the prayers as you  

M uslim s stand in row s for your prayers].)* (Qur'an 37:165)

They stand, bow and prostrate. In Mushkil al-Aathaar by At-Tahhaawi, 
and in Al-Mu 'jam al-Kabeer by At-Tabaraani, it is narrated that Hakeem 
ibn Huzaam said:

“When the Messenger of Allah (jg) was with his Companions, he said to 
them, ‘Do you not hear what I hear?’ They said, 4We do not hear 
anything.’ He said, T can hear the creaking of the heavens, and no 
wonder they creak, for there is not a spot the size of a handspan, but there 
is an angel on it, prostrating or standing (in worship).” ’5

(3) Hajj

The angels have a Ka‘bah in the seventh heaven to which they go on 
Hajj. This Ka‘bah is that which Allah called Al-Bayt al-Ma'moor (the 
Much-Frequented House), and swore by it in Soorat at-Toor:

^And by Al-Bayt al Ma ‘moor [the h ou se  over  the h eaven s parallel to  

the K a ‘bah at M akkah, con tin u ou sly  v is ited  by  the angels].}*

(Qur'an 52:4)

Ibn Katheer said in his commentary on this aayah: “It is reported in Al- 
Saheehayn that the Messenger of Allah ( ^ )  said in the hadith about the

4 Muslim, 1/322, hadith no. 430.

5 Al-Albaani said: it is saheeh according to the conditions o f Muslim. Silsilat al- 
Ahaadeeth as-Saheehah, hadith no. 852.
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lsraa \ after he had passed the seventh heaven: 'Then I was taken up to 
the Much-Frequented House. Every day seventy thousand angels enter 
it, and they never return to it, and when they leave another seventy 
thousand come’6 -  i.e., they worship there, and they perform Tawaaf 
around it just as the people of this earth perform Tawaaf around their 
Ka'bah. The Much-Frequented House is the Ka'bah of the inhabitants 
of the seventh heaven, hence the Prophet ( ^ )  found Ibraaheem (>g£) 
leaning back against the Much-Frequented House, because he was 
the builder of the earthly Ka'bah, and the reward should fit the 
action.”

Ibn Katheer mentioned that the Much-Frequented House is parallel to 
the Ka'bah, i.e., it is above it, and if it were to fall it would fall on top of 
it. He said that in each of the heavens there is a House in which its 
inhabitants worship Allah, and in the direction of which they offer their 
prayers. The one which is in the first heaven is called Bayt al- 7zzah (the 
House of Glory).

What Ibn Katheer said about the Much-Frequented House being parallel 
to the Ka'bah is narrated from 4Ali ibn Abi Taalib. Ibn Jareer narrated on 
the authority of Khaalid ibn 4Ar4arah that a man said to 4 Ali ( ^ ) ,  “What 
is the Much-Frequented House?” He said, 44It is a House in the heavens 
parallel to the Ka4bah. Its sanctity in the heavens is like the sanctity of 
the Ka4bah on earth. Every day seventy thousand angels enter it, and 
they never return to it.”7

Shaykh Naasir ad-Deen al-Albaani8 said concerning this hadith: its men 
are thiqaat apart from Khaalid ibn 4Ar4arah, who is mastoor... Then he 
stated that there is a corroborating mursal saheeh report narrated from 
Qataadah, who said: 44He mentioned to us that one day the Prophet

6 Bukhaari, 6/103, hadith no. 2207; Muslim, 1/147, hadith no. 162. This version 

differs somewhat from that narrated in As-Saheehayn.

7 Ibn Hajar narrated this from At-Tabari and Ishaaq in Fath al-Baari, 6/308, where 

he spoke at length about its isnaad.

8 Silsilat al-Ahaadeeth as-Saheehah, 1/236.
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said to his Companions, ‘Do you know what the Much-Frequented 
House is?’ They said, 4 Allah and His Messenger know best.’ He said: Tt 
is a mosque in the heavens, beneath which is the Ka4bah. If it were to fall 
it would fall on top of it...’”

The editor (Al-Albaani) said: 44In conclusion we may note that this 
phrase (that the Much-Frequented House is parallel to the Ka'bah) is 
proven when all the isnaads are combined.”

(4) Their fear of Allah

Because the angels have such a great knowledge of their Lord, their 
veneration of Him and their fear of Him are very great. Allah says of 
them:

How great their fear of their Lord is, is apparent from the hadith narrated 
by Bukhaari from Abu Hurayrah, who said that the Prophet ( ^ )  said: 
“When Allah decrees a matter in the heavens, the angels beat their wings 
in submission to what He has said, (with a sound like) a chain striking a 
rock.”

kAli and others said

“The sound reaches them, and when fear is banished from their (angels’) 
hearts, they (angels) say: 4 What is it that your Lord has said?’ They say: 
4The truth. And He is the Most High, the Most Great’ (cf. Qur’an 
34:23).”9

In Mu Jam at-Tabaraani al-Awsat it is narrated with a hasan isnaad from 
Jaabir ( ^ )  that the Messenger of Allah said: “On the night on 
which 1 was taken on the Night Journey (Israa *), I passed by the hosts on 
high, and Jibreel was like a worn mat, from his fear of Allah.” 10

9 Bukhaari, 3/380, hadith no. 4701

10 Saheeh al-Jaami\ 5/206

*{And they stand in aw e for fear o f  Him.)* (Q u r’an 21:28)
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CHAPTER THREE 
THE ANGELS AND MAN

1 - THE ANGELS AND ADAM

When Allah wanted to create Adam, He informed His angels of that. 
They asked Him the reason behind that, because they knew that the sons 
of Adam would cause corruption and shed blood, and they would 
disobey Allah and disbelieve. He told them that there were reasons for 
the creation of Adam which they did not know:

iAnd [remember] when your Lord said to the angels: ‘Verily, I am 
going to place viceroy [mankind] on earth.’ They said: ‘Will You 
place therein those who will make mischief therein and shed blood, -  
while we glorify You with praises and thanks and sanctify You.’ He
[Allah] said: ‘I know that which you know not.’}* (Qur'an 2:30)

Their prostration to Adam when he was created

Allah commanded His angels to prostrate to Adam when He had 
completed his creation and breathed his soul into him:

[̂Remember] when your Lord said to the angels: ‘Truly, 1 am going 
to create man from clay.
So when I have fashioned him and breathed into him [his] soul 
created by Me, then you fall down prostrate to him.’}*

(Qur'an 38:71-72)

They responded to the command, except for Iblees:
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^So the an gels prostrated th em selv es , all o f  them .

E xcept Iblees [Satan], he w as proud and w as one o f  the 

d isbelievers.^  (Q u r'an 38:73-74) 1

How the angels taught Adam

It is narrated that Abu Hurayrah (*$&) said: The Messenger of Allah ($jg) 
said: “Allah created Adam in His image2, and he was sixty cubits tall. 
When He had created him, He said, ‘Go and greet them -  a group of 
angels who were sitting -  and listen to how they respond, for that will be 
your greeting and the greeting of your descendents.’ So he said, ‘As- 
Salaamu ‘alaykum (peace be upon you),’ and they said, ‘As-Salaamu 
lalayka wa rahmat-Allahi (peace be upon you, and the mercy of 
Allah).”’ So they added the words wa rahmat-Allah y

The angels washed Adam when he died

When Adam died, his children did not know what they should do with 
his body, so the angels taught them. In Mustadrak al-Haakim and 
Mu jam at-Tabaraani al-Awsat, it is narrated with a saheeh isnaad 
from Ubayy ( ^ )  that the Prophet ( ^ )  said: “When Adam died, the 
angels washed his body with water an odd number of times, then they

1 This aayah clearly indicates that all the angels prostrated to Adam. This offers a 

refutation o f the view o f those who say that those who prostrated were only some 

of the angels, or that they were only the angels of this earth. The report attributed 

to Ibn ‘Abbaas which says that they were the angels o f this earth is munkar and 
maqtoo‘ (i.e., it is not a strong report). Ibn Taymiyah stated that the aayah is a 

clear text which is not open to interpretation and it is not permitted to believe the 

opposite o f what is stated in this aayah.
' In his footnote on this hadith, Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan notes that this 

means that Adam has been granted life, knowledge, power of understanding etc., 

which are also attributes o f Allah, but that only the names are the same and there 

is no comparison between the Creator and the created being. See The Translation 
of the Meanings of Saheeh al-Bukhaari, Vol. 8, Pp. 161. (Translator)

* Bukhaari, 11/3, no. 6227. Also narrated by Muslim. 4/2184, hadith no. 2841
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buried him in a grave with a niche (lahd). and said: This is the way ot 
the sons of Adam/ ’4

It is narrated in the saheeh ahaadeeth that the angels washed a shaheed 
from this ummah, Hanzalah ibn Abi "Aamir, who was martyred in the 
battle of Uhud. The Messenger ($ge) said to his Companions after 
Hanzalah was killed: “The angels are washing your companion” 
meaning Hanzalah. The Sahaabah asked his wife, and she said that he 
had gone out when he heard the call to arms, and he was junub (in a state 
of ritual impurity following marital relations). The Messenger of Allah 

said, “That is why the angels washed his body."

This is narrated by Al-Haakim and Al-Bayhaqi with a hasan isnaad. Ibn 
'Asaakir stated with a saheeh isnaad that (the tribe of) Al-Aws were 
proud of the fact that one of their member, Hanzalah ibn Abi ‘ Aamir, had 
been washed by the angels.5

2 - THE ANGELS AND THE SONS OF ADAM

The connection between the angels and the descendents of Adam is very 
strong. They are there when a person is created, they guard him/her after 
he/she emerges into this world. They bring the wahy (revelation) from 
Allah and they watch over people’s actions and behaviour. And they 
bring a person’s soul forth from his body when his appointed time (of 
death) comes.

(1) Their role in the creation of man

Muslim narrated in his Saheeh that Abu Dharr said: “I heard the 
Messenger of Allah ( ^ )  say: ‘When forty-two nights are passed, Allah 
sends an angel to the nutfah (embryo) and he gives it shape, forming its 
hearing and sight, its skin, flesh and bones. Then he says: ‘O Lord, male 
or female?’ Then your Lord decrees whatever He wills and the angel 
writes it down.’”6

4 Saheeh al~Jaami\ 5/48

s Silsilat al-Ahaadeeth as-Saheehah. hadith no 326 

6 Muslim, 4/2037, hadith no 2645



58 The Angels and Man

It is narrated that Ibn Mas‘ood said: “The Messenger of Allah (j§g), who 
is the most truthful one, told us: ‘Each one of you comes together in 
mother’s womb for forty days, then becomes an ‘alaqah (clot) for a 
similar period of time. Then he becomes a mudghah (chewed lump of 
flesh) for a similar length of time. Then Allah sends an angel to him, who 
is commanded with four things. It is said to him: Write down his deeds, 
his provision, and whether he is doomed (destined for Hell) or blessed 
(destined for Paradise). Then the soul is breathed into him.’”7

It is narrated in Saheehayn (Bukhaari and Muslim) from Anas that the 
Prophet (jg|) said: “Allah has appointed an angel over the womb, and he 
says, ‘O Lord, a nutfah (mixed discharge from male and female); O 
Lord, an ‘alaqah (clot); O Lord, a mudghah (chewed lump of flesh).’ 
And when Allah wants to decree his creation, he says: ‘O Lord, male or 
female? Doomed or blessed? What is his provision? What is his 
lifespan?’ All of that is written when he is in his mother’s womb.”8

(2) The angels guard the sons of Adam

Allah says:
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i l t  is the sam e [to H im ] w hether any o f  you  con cea ls h is speech  or 

declares it open ly , w hether he be h id  by n ight or g o e s  forth freely by  

day.

For h im  [each p erson], there are an gels in su ccessio n , before and 

behind  him . T h ey  guard him  by the C om m and o f  A llah.^

(Q uran 13:10-11)

The interpreter of the Qur’an (turjumaan al-Qur’an \ Ibn ‘Abbaas, has 
explained that the word Al-Mu‘aqqibaat (translated here as “angels in

7 Bukhaari, 6/303, hadith no. 3208. Also narrated by Muslim, 4/2036, hadith no. 

2643.

8 Bukhaari, 11/477, hadith no. 6595. Also narrated by Muslim, 4/2038, hadith no. 

2646. This version is narrated by Bukhaari.
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succession”) refers to the angels whom Allah appoints to guard a person 
from before and from behind. Then when the decree of Allah comes, 
which Allah wills should befall him, they withdraw from him.

Mujaahid said: “There is no person who does not have an angel 
appointed to protect him when he is asleep and when he is awake, from 
the jinn, other men and savage beasts. None of these come to him, but 
the angel tells it, ‘Keep away!’ except for that which Allah has given 
permission to befall him.”

A man said to ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib, “A group from Muraad want to kill 
you.” He (‘Ali) said, “With every man there are angels guarding him 
from whatever has not been decreed for him. When the decree comes, 
they move away from him and let it reach him. Your fixed lifespan 
(decreed by Allah) is a protection for you.”9

The angels in succession - Al-Mu ‘aqqibaat - mentioned in the aayah of 
Soorat al-Ra‘d are also those referred to in another aayah:

^He is the Irresistible [Suprem e], over  H is sla v es, and H e sends  

guardians [angels guarding and w riting all o f  o n e ’s g o o d  and bad 

deeds] over yo u , until w hen  death approaches on e o f  y o u , Our 

m essen gers [angel o f  death and his assistants] take h is sou l, and they

These guardians are sent by Allah to protect His slaves until the 
decreed time of death comes to them.

(3) The emissaries of Allah to His Messengers and Prophets

Allah has told us that Jibreel is the only one who carries out this mission:

never n eg lect their duty.)* (Qur'an 6:61)

9 Al-Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah, 1/54.
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^Say [O M uham m ad]: ‘W h oever is an enem y to Jibreel [Gabriel] [let 

him  d ie in his fury], for indeed he has brought it [this Q ur’an] down  

to your heart by A lla h ’s P erm ission , confirm ing  w hat cam e before it 

[i.e. the Tawraat (Torah) and the Injeel (G osp el)] an d ...’!*

(Qur'an 2:97)

^W hich the trustworthy Rook [Jibreel (G abriel)] has brought down  

U pon your heart [O M uham m ad] that you m ay be [one] o f  the 

wamers.j* (Qur'an 26:193-194)

Wahy (revelation) may be brought by angels other than Jibreel, but this 
happens rarely -  as stated in the hadith narrated by Muslim from Ibn 
6 Abbaas, who said: “Whilst Jibreel was sitting with the Prophet (^g), he 
heard a creaking sound above him, and he raised his head. He said, ‘This 
is a door in the heaven which has been opened today, and it has never 
been opened before today, and an angel has come down through it. This 
is an angel who has come down to the earth, and he never came down 
before today. He [that angel] gave the greeting of salaam and said: 
Rejoice, for you have been granted two lights which have not been given 
to any Prophet before you: the Opening of the Book (Soorat al- 
Faatihah) and the closing verses of Soorat al-Baqarah. You will not 
read even one letter of them but you will be granted reward.’” 10

In At-Taareekh by Ibn ‘Asaakir, it is narrated from Hudhayfah that the 
Messenger of Allah (^g) said: “An angel came to me and greeted me 
with salaams - he came down from the heavens and he had never come 
down before - and he gave me the glad tidings that Al-Hasan and Al- 
Husayn would be the leaders of the youth of Paradise, and that Faatimah 
would be the leader of the women of Paradise.” 11

In Musnad Ahmad and Sunan an-Nisaa 7 it is narrated from Hudhayfah 
that the Messenger of Allah (^g) said' “Did you not see what happened

10 Muslim, 1/554, hadith no. 806.

11 Saheeh al-.laami\ 1/80
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to me just?” They said, ‘Yes.” He said, “It was one of the angels who 
had never come down to the earth before tonight. He asked his Lord for 
permission to greet me, and to tell me that Al-Hasan and Al-Husayn will 
be the leaders of the youth of Paradise, and that Faatimah will be the 
leader of the women of Paradise.” 12

Not everyone to whom an angel comes is a Messenger or a Prophet

Not everyone to whom an angel comes can be counted as a Messenger or 
a Prophet. This is an illusion. Allah sent Jibreel to Maryam, as He sent 
him to the mother of Ismaa4eel when she ran out of food and drink. (And 
it is known that neither of them were Prophetess).

The Sahaabah saw Jibreel in the form of a Bedouin. And Allah sent an 
angel to that man who visited a brother of his for the sake of Allah, to tell 
him that Allah loved him because he loved his brother... This happened a 
lot, and the reason was to make a point.

How did the Wahy (revelation) come to the Messenger

It is narrated in Bukhaari from fcAa’ishah (may Allah be pleased with 
her) that Al-Haarith ibn Hishaam ( ^ )  asked the Messenger ($k), “O 
Messenger of Allah, how does the Wahy come to you?”

The Messenger ($k) said: “Sometimes it comes to me like the ringing of 
a bell, and that is the hardest for me. Then it departs from me, and I 
understand what has been said. Sometimes the angel comes to me in the 
form of a man who speaks to me, and I understand what he says.” 13

Jibreel used to come to the Messenger ($k) in his angelic form. This was 
difficult for the Messenger (̂k). At other times Jibreel would change 
from his angelic form and take on human form, and this was easier for 
the Messenger (^)-

The Messenger (^k) saw Jibreel twice in the form in which Allah created 
him:

12 Musnad Ahmad, 5/391; this version is narrated by him. Saheeh Sunan an- 
Nasaa’i, 3/226, hadith no. 2975.

13 Bukhaari. 1/18, hadith no. 2.
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(i) Three years after the beginning of his (5̂ ) Mission

It is narrated in Bukhaari from Jaabir ibn 4Abd-Allah that the Messenger 
of Allah (^g) said: “Whilst I was walking, I heard a voice from the 
heavens. I raised my head and saw the angel who had come to me in (the 
cave of) Hiraa’, sitting on a throne between the heavens and the earth. I 
was scared of him, and I went back and said, ‘Cover me!”’14

(ii) When he was taken up into the heavens (the M i‘raaj)

These two occasions were mentioned in Soorat al-Najm, where Allah 
says:

^He has been taught [this Qur’an] by one mighty in power [Jibreel 
(Gabriel)].
One free from any defect in body and mind then he [Jibreel -  Gabriel 
in his real shape as created by Allah] rose and became stable. 
While he [Jibreel (Gabriel)] was in the highest part of the horizon, 
[Tafseer Ibn Katheer]
Then he [Jibreel (Gabriel)] approached and came closer,
And was at a distance of two bows’ length or [even] nearer.
So [Allah] revealed to His slave [Muhammad through Jibreel 
(Gabriel)] whatever He revealed.
The [Prophet’s] heart lied not in what he [Muhammad] saw.
Will you then dispute with him [Muhammad] about what he saw 
[during the MVraaj: (Ascent of the Prophet to the seven heavens)]. 
And indeed he [Muhammad] saw him [Jibreel (Gabriel)] at a second 
descent [i.e. another time].

14 Bukhaari, 1/27, hadith no. 4.
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N ear Sidrat-ul-Muntaha [a lote tree o f  the utm ost boundary over the  

seventh  heaven  b eyon d  w hich  none can pass].

N ear it is the Paradise o f  A bod e.

W hen that covered  the lo te tree w h ich  did co v er  it!

T he sight [o f  Prophet M uham m ad] turned not aside [right or left],

nor it transgressed b eyon d  the lim it [ordained for it].)*
(Q uran  53:5-17)

The mission of Jibreel is not restricted only to conveying the Wahy

The mission of Jibreel is not restricted only to conveying the Wahy from 
Allah. He used to come to the Prophet (g?) every year in Ramadaan, on 
every night of that month, to teach him the Qur’an. According to the 
hadith narrated by Bukhaari in his Saheeh from Ibn ‘Abbaas, ‘The 
Messenger of Allah (̂ gg) was the most generous of people, and he was at 
his most in generosity during Ramadaan, when he used to meet Jibreel, 
and he used to meet him every night during Ramadaan, to study the 
Qur’an with him. The Messenger of Allah was more generous in doing 
good than the wind when it blows.” 15

His leading the Messenger in prayer

Jibreel led the Messenger (;gg) in prayer, so that he could learn the 
prayer as Allah wanted it to be performed. In Saheeh al-Bukhaari and 
Sunan an-Nasaa 7 it is narrated from Abu Mas‘ood that the 
Messenger (̂ gg) said: “Jibreel came down and led me in prayer, so I 
prayed with him, then I prayed with him, then I prayed with him, then 
I prayed with him, then I prayed with him” -  and he counted them 
off on his fingers five times.16

In As-Sunan it is narrated from Ibn ‘Abbaas that the Messenger (Tgg) 
said: “Jibreel led me in prayer at the Ka‘bah twice. He led me in 
praying Zuhr when the sun had passed its zenith by the length of a 
sandal-thong, and he led me in praying ‘Asr when the shadow of

15 Bukhaari, 1/30, hadith no, 6.

16 Bukhaari, 6/305, hadith no. 3221. Saheeh Sunan an-Nasaa’i, 1/108, no. 480.
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every object was the same length as the object itself. He led me -  in 
praying Maghrib -  at the time when the fasting person breaks his fast. 
He led me in praying 7shaa* when the twilight had ended. And he 
led me in praying Fajr at the time when food and drink become 
haraam for the one who is fasting.

On the following day, he led me in praying Zuhr when the shadow of 
an object was the same length as the object itself. He led me in 
praying 'Asr when the shadow of an object was twice as long as the 
object itself. He led me in praying Maghrib at the time when the 
fasting person breaks his fast. He led me in praying 7shaa ' when a 
third of the night had passed. And he led me in praying Fajr when 
there was a fair amount of light. Then he turned to me and said: ‘O 
Muhammad, these are the times (observed by) the Prophets before 
you, and the time (for each prayer) is anywhere between these two 
times (mentioned in each case).”’17

The ruqyah of Jibreel for the Messenger (0 )

Muslim narrated on the authtority of Abu Sa‘eed that Jibreel came to the 
Prophet ( ^ )  and said, “O Muhammad, are you ill?” He said, “Yes.” He 
said, “In the name of Allah I perform ruqyah for you, from everything 
that is troubling you. From the evil of every living being, or every 
envious eye, may Allah heal you, in the name of Allah I perform ruqyah 
for you.” 18

Other actions

Among other things, Jibreel fought alongside the Messenger ( ^ )  at 
Badr and Al-Khandaq (the Ditch), and he accompanied the Messenger 
on the Night Journey (the Israaj, etc.

17 Saheeh Sunan Abi Dawood, 1/79, no. 377 - this version is narrated by him. 

Saheeh Sunan at-Tirmidhi, 1/50, no. 127. Saheeh Sunan an-Nasaa'i, narrating

from Abu Hurayrah, 1/109, no. 477.

18 Muslim, 4/1718, hadith no. 2186.
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Why did Allah not send Messengers from among the angels?

Allah did not send Messengers from among the angels because the 
nature of the angels is different from the nature of man, and so it is not 
easy for man to be in contact with the angels. It was very difficult for the 
Prophet ($g) when Jibreel came to him in his angelic form, as we have 
noted above. When he saw Jibreel in his true form, he was scared, and he 
went to his wife and said, “Cover me, cover me!”

Because their nature is different, Allah willed that He should send 
mankind Messengers of their own kind. If the inhabitants of the earth 
had been angels, He would have sent down to them an angel as a 
Messenger. Allah, the Exalted, says:

^Say: ‘If there w ere on  the earth, an gels w a lk in g  about in peace and  

security, W e should  certain ly have sen t d ow n  for them  from  the

Even if we assume that Allah had chosen some of the angels to be His 
Messengers to mankind, He could not have sent them down in their 
angelic form. He would have had to make them appear in human form, 
so that the people could have learned from them:

^And they say: ‘W h y has not an angel been sent d o w n  to h im ? ’ Had  

We sent dow n  an angel, the m atter w ou ld  have b een  ju d ged  at on ce , 

and no respite w ou ld  be granted to them .

A nd had W e appointed him  an angel, W e indeed  w ou ld  have m ade  

him  a m an, and W e w o u ld  have certain ly con fu sed  them  in w h ich  

th ey  are a lready c o n fu se d  [i.e . the M e ssa g e  o f  P rophet 

M uham m ad].^ (Qur'an 6:8-9)

heaven an angel as a M essen g er .’j* (Qur'an 17:95)



66 The Angels and Man

Allah tells us that the kaafirs ’ demand to see the angels, and to have a 
Messenger from among the angels come to them, was no more than 
stubbornness on their part. It was not a request for guidance, and even if 
it were to happen, they would never believe:

^And ev en  i f  W e had sen t d ow n  unto them  an gels , and the dead had 

spoken  unto them , and W e had gathered together all th ings before 

their very ey es , they w o u ld  not h ave b eliev ed , u n less A llah  w illed , 

but m ost o f  them  behave ignorantly.}* (Qur'an 6:III)

(4) Stirring up good motives in human hearts

Allah has appointed for each person a qareen (constant companion) 
from among the angels, and another from among the jinn. In Saheeh 
Muslim it is narrated that Ibn Mas‘ood said: “The Messenger of Allah 
(jig) said: “There is no one among you but there has been appointed for 
him one qareen from among the jinn and another from among the 
angels.” They said, “For you too, O Messenger of Allah?” He said, “For 
me too, but Allah has helped me against him (the jinn companion) and 
he has become Muslim, so he does not tell me to do anything but 
good.” 19

This angelic companion is probably different from the angels who are 
commanded to record a person’s deeds; Allah has appointed him to 
guide the person.

A person’s qareen from among the angels and his qareen from among the 
jinn have an influence upon him. The latter tells him and encourages him 
to do evil, and the former urges and encourages him to do good. It is 
narrated from Ibn Mas‘ood ( ^ ) that the Messenger of Allah (gg) said: 
“The devil has a hold over the son of Adam, and the angel has a hold over 
him. The hold of the devil tempts man to do evil and deny the truth. The

19 Muslim, 4/2168, hadith no. 2814.
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hold of the angel encourages man to do good and believe in the truth. 
Whoever experiences anything of this sort, let him know that it is from 
Allah, and let him praise Allah. Whoever experiences anything of the 
other, let him seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Shaytaan, then 
recite:

4-Shaytaan [Satan] threatens you  w ith  poverty  and orders y o u  to  

com m it Fahshaa’ [ev il deeds, illega l sexual intercourse, sins]; 

w hereas A llah  prom ises y o u  fo rg iv en ess from  H im se lf  and bounty, 

and A llah  is A ll-S u ffic ien t for H is creatures’ needs, A ll-K now er.)*”

Ibn Katheer said, after quoting this hadith: “This is how it is narrated by 
At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasaa’i in the books of Tafseer in their Sunans, 
from Hanaad ibn al-Sirri. It is also narrated by Ibn Hibbaan in his 
Saheeh, from Abu Ya‘laa al-Mosuli, also from Hanaad. At-Tirmidhi 
said: (it is) hasan ghareeb, and it is the hadith of Abu’l-Ahwas, i.e., 
Salaam ibn Saleem...”

Look at the following hadith to see how the jinn-companion and the 
angel-companion compete with each other to direct a person. Al-Haafiz 
Abu Moosa narrated from Abu az-Zubayr that Jaabir said: “The 
Messenger of Allah (^g) said: 4 When a person goes to bed, an angel and 
a devil hasten towards him. The angel says, ‘End your day with good,” 
and the devil says, “End your day with evil.” If he remembers Allah 
until (sleep) overtakes him, the angel expels the devil and spends the 
night watching over him.

When he wakes up, an angel and a devil hasten towards him. The angel 
says, “Start (your day) with good,’ and the devil says, ‘Start (your day) 
with evil.’ If he says, ‘Praise be to Allah who has brought my soul back 
to life after causing it to die, and has not caused me to die during my 
sleep. Praise be to Allah Who has detained the souls whom He decreed 
should die, and has sent back the others until an appointed time. Praise

(Qur'an 2:268)
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be to Allah Who grasps the heavens and the earth lest they move away 
from their places, and if they were to move away from their places, there 
is not one that could grasp them after Him (cf. 35:41), and Praise be to 
Allah Who holds up the heavens so that they cannot fall on the earth 
except by His leave,’ -  then the angel expels the devil and spends the 
day watching over him.”20

These ahaadeeth encourage us to do a lot of good deeds in order to 
reform ourselves, so that the angels come near to us. There is a great deal 
of good in having the angels near to us. We have mentioned above the 
hadith of Ibn ‘Abbaas, which describes the effect of the Messenger’s 
meeting with Jibreel during the month of Ramadaan, to study the 
Qur’an, and how the Messenger at that time was ‘‘more generous in 
doing good than the wind when it blows.”21

(5) Recording the good and bad deeds of the sons of Adam

The angels are appointed to record the deeds of the sons of Adam, both 
good and bad. These are the angels referred to in the aayah:

i

^But verily, o v er  you  [are appointed angels in charge o f  m ankind] to 

w atch  you ,

Kiraaman  [H onourable] Kaatibeen  -  w riting dow n [your deeds], 

T h ey k n ow  all that you  do.)> (Qur'an 82:10-12)

For every person, Allah has appointed two angels who are always 
present and who never leave him; they record in detail all that he does

20 The editor o f Al-Waabil as-Sayyib said, commenting on this hadith: Something 

similar is narrated by Ibn Hibbaan, no. 2362, Mawaarid, and Al-Haakim, 1/548. 

Al-Haakim classed it as saheeh and Adh-Dhahabi agreed with him. Its men are 

thiqaat. It is also mentioned by Al-Haythami in Majma‘ az-Zawaa’id, 10/120. He 

said: it is narrated by Abu Ya‘laa, and its men are the men o f saheehy apart from 

Ibraaheem ash-Shaami, who is thiqah. We say the correct name is Ibraaheem ibn 

al-Hajjaaj al-Saami, not Ash-Shaami.

21 Bukhaari, 1/30, hadith no. 6.
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and says:

^And indeed W e have created m an, and W e k n ow  w hat h is o w n s e lf  

w hispers to him . A nd W e are nearer to h im  than his jugu lar vein  [by  

Our K n ow led ge].

[R em em ber] that the tw o  receivers [recording an gels] receive  [each  

hum an being], o n e  sitting on the right and on e on the left [to note h is  

or her actions].

N ot a word d o es he [or she] utter but there is a w atcher b y  h im  ready  

[to record it].}* (Qur'an 50:16-18)

The word qa‘eed (translated here as “sitting”) means watching, and 
raqeeb ‘ateed [translated here as “a watcher by him ready (to record it)”] 
means always ready to do that, and he never misses a single word.

The apparent meaning is that the angels who are appointed to watch a 
person write down everything that he does or says, and they do not leave 
anything out, because Allah says: ^Not a word does he [or she] utter but...^

Hence each person will find that his book contains everything that he 
said or did. When the kuffaar see their books of deeds on the Day of 
Resurrection, they will cry out:

^‘W oe to us! W hat sort o f  B o o k  is this that leaves neither a sm all 

thing nor a b ig th ing, but has recorded it w ith  nu m b ers!’ A nd they  

w ill find all that they did, p laced before them , and your Lord treats

In Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated from Abu Hurayrah (4̂ ,) that he 
heard the Messenger of Allah (it) say: “A person may say something 
that is pleasing to Allah but he does not realize it, and Allah raises his

no one w ith injustice.)* (Qur'an 18:49)
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status by many degrees because of it, and a person may say something 
that angers Allah, but he does not realize it, and for that he may be 
thrown deep into Hell.”22

Ibn Katheer mentioned in his Tafseer that Al-Hasan al-Basri recited this 
aayah:

Then he said: “O son of Adam, the page has been spread out for you (i.e., 
to record your deeds), and two noble angels have been appointed over 
you, one on your right and the other on your left. The one on your right 
records your good deeds, and the one on your left records your bad 
deeds. So do what you want, less or more. When you die, your book will 
be rolled up and tied to your neck in your grave, until you emerge on the 
Day of Resurrection. Then Allah will say:

<(And W e have fastened  every  m a n ’s deeds to h is neck, and on the 

D ay o f  R esurrection , W e shall bring out for h im  a b ook  w hich  he w ill 

find w id e  open .

[It w ill be said to him ]: ‘R ead your book. You y o u rse lf are su fficien t

Then Al-Hasan said: “By Allah, He is being fair towards you, as He will 
make you a reckoner against yourself.”

Ibn Katheer also narrated concerning the aayah -

^N ot a w ord d o es he [or she] utter but there is a w atcher by him  ready

C .O n e  sitting on the right and on e  on the left...j>

(Qur'an 50:17)

as a reckoner against you  this D a y .’^ (Qur'an 17:13-14)

[to record it].}> (Qur'an 50: 18)-

22 Bukhaari, 11/308, hadith no. 6478.
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that Ibn ‘Abbaas said: “Everything that you say, good or bad, is written 
down. Even when a person says, ‘I ate’, ‘I drank’, ‘I went,’ ‘I came,’ ‘I 
saw’. Then every Thursday all that a person did or said is examined, and 
whatever is good or bad is recorded, and the rest is erased. This is what is 
referred to in the aayah where Allah says:

{(Allah blots out w hat H e w ills  and confirm s [w hat H e w ills]. A nd  

w ith H im  is the M other o f  the B o o k  [Al-Lawh al-Mahfooz].£

(Qur'an 13:39)

Ibn Katheer mentioned that Imaam Ahmad used to moan when he was 
sick. Then he heard that Taawoos said, “Everything is written down, 
even (a person’s) moans.” After that, Ahmad never moaned until he 
died, may Allah have mercy on him.

The angel on the right records good deeds and that on the left 

records bad deeds

In Mu'jam at-Tabaraani al-Kabeer it is narrated with a hasan isnaad 
from Abu Umaamah that the Messenger of Allah ( 0 )  said: “The angel 
on the left holds up his pen (refrains from writing down) for six hours 
after a Muslim commits a sin. If the person regrets it and asks Allah for 
forgiveness, he casts it aside (does not write it down), otherwise he 
writes it down as one (.sayi’ah).”23

Do the angels record deeds of the heart (one’s thoughts: good 

intentions and evil suggestions)?24

The commentator on At-Tahhaawiyyah25 stated that the angels do record 
the actions of the heart on the basis of the aayah -

i

23 Saheeh al-Jaami\ 2/212.

24 Deeds of the heart, i.e., ideas, feelings and emotions [Translator].

25 Shark al-Aqeedah at-Tahhaawiyyah, Pp. 438.



72 The Angels and Man

CThey know all that you do.}* (Qur'an 82: 12) -

which includes both outward and inward deeds.

He also quoted as evidence the hadith narrated by Muslim from Abu 
Hurayrah, who said: ‘The Messenger of Allah ( ^ )  said: ‘Allah says, 
‘When My slave intends to do an evil action, do not record it. If he does 
it, then write it down as one sayVah. If he intends to do a good deed and 
does not do it, then write it down as one hasanah, and if he does it, then 
write it down as ten””26

According to another hadith whose authenticity is agreed upon by both 
Bukhaari and Muslim, which is also narrated from Abu Hurayrah, the 
Messenger of Allah (g||) said: “The angels say, ‘O Lord, Your slave 
wants to do something bad,’ although He knows best about him. So 
Allah says, ‘Watch him. If he does it then write it down as it is. If he does 
not do it, then write it down as one hasanah for him, for he is abstaining 
from it because of Me.’”27

Question:

It could be asked: doesn’t the idea that the angels know what a person is 
intending to do contradict the aayah,

xQp! Uj  ALL-

i  A llah  k n o w s the fraud o f  the ey es , and all that the breasts conceal.}*
(Qur'an 40:19)

The answer is: that this is not one of the matters which is known 
exclusively to Allah. Even though it is hidden from mankind, and a 
person does not know what is in his brother’s heart, it does not mean that 
it is hidden from the angels.

It could be said that the angels know some of what is in people’s hearts: 
good intentions and evil suggestions. With regard to other things, such

26 Muslim, 1/117, hadith no. 128.

27 Muslim, 1/117, hadith no. 129. This version is narrated by him. It is also 

narrated by Bukhaari, 13/465, hadith no. 7501.
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as people’s beliefs, there is no evidence that the angels know that. 

The angels call people to do good

It is narrated by both Bukhaari and Muslim on the authority of Abu 
Hurayrah ( ^ )  that the Prophet (jg) said: “No day comes but two angels 
come down (to the earth) in the morning. One of them says, ‘O Allah, 
compensate the one who spends (for Your sake)’ and the other says, ‘O 
Allah, destroy the one who withholds (from spending for Your sake).”’28

(6) Testing the sons of Adam

Allah may send some of His angels to try the sons of Adam and put them 
to the test. In Bukhaari and Muslim it is narrated from Abu Hurayrah 
($§&) that he heard the Prophet ( ^ )  say: “Allah willed to test three of the 
Children of Israel -  a leper, a bald-headed man and a blind man. So He 
sent an angel to them.

The angel came to the leper and said, ‘What thing do you like most?’ He 
said, ‘A good colour and good skin, for the people have a strong 
aversion to me.’ The angel touched him and his illness was cured, and he 
was given a good colour and beautiful skin. The angel asked him, ‘What 
kind of property do you like best?’ He replied, ‘Camels (or cows).’ 
[Ishaaq (the narrator) was not sure; either the leper or the bald-headed 
man asked for camels and the other asked for cows, or vice versa]. So he 
(i.e. the leper) was given a she-camel which was ten months pregnant, 
and the angel said (to him), ‘May Allah bless it for you.’

Then the angel went to the bald-headed man and said, ‘What thing do 
you like most?’ He said, ‘Good hair, and to be rid of this that causes the 
people to have an aversion to me.’ The angel touched him and his illness 
was cured, and he was given good hair. The angel asked (him), ‘What 
kind of property do you like best?’ He replied, ‘Cows.’ The angel gave 
him a pregnant cow and said, ‘May Allah bless it for you.’

28 Bukhaari, 3/304, hadith no. 1442. Also narrated by Muslim, 2/700, hadith no 

1010.
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Then the angel went to the blind man and asked, 4 What thing do you like 
best?’ He said, ‘For my eyesight to be restored to me, so that I may see 
the people.’ The angel touched his eyes and Allah gave him back his 
eyesight. The angel asked him, ‘What kind of property do you like best?’ 
He replied, ‘Sheep.’ The angel gave him a pregnant sheep.

Afterwards, all three pregnant animals gave birth to young ones, and 
multiplied and brought forth so much that one of the (three) men had a 
herd of camels filling a valley, and one had a herd of cows filling a 
valley, and one had a flock of sheep filling a valley.

Then the angel came to the leper in the form of a man with leprosy, and 
said, ‘I am a poor man, who has lost all means of completing my journey. 
So none will satisfy my need except Allah and then you. In the Name of 
Him Who has given you such a nice colour and beautiful skin, and so 
much property, I ask you to give me a camel so that I may reach my 
destination.’ The man replied, ‘I have many obligations (so I cannot give 
to you).’ The angel said, ‘I think I know you; were you not a leper to 
whom the people had a strong aversion? Weren’t you a poor man, and 
then Allah gave you (all this property).’ He replied, ‘(This is all wrong), I 
got this property through inheritance from my fore-fathers.’ The angel 
said, ‘If you are telling a lie, then may Allah make you as you were 
before.’

Then the angel came to the bald man in the form of a man who was bald, 
and said to him the same as he had said to the first one, and he too 
answered in the same way as the first one did. The angel said, ‘If you are 
telling a lie, then may Allah make you as you were before.’

Then the angel went to the blind man in the form of a man who was blind 
and said, ‘I am a poor man and a traveler, who has lost all means of 
completing my journey. I have nobody to help me except Allah and then 
you. I ask you in the Name of Him Who has given you back your eye­
sight to give me a sheep, so that with its help, I may complete my 
journey.’ The man said, ‘No doubt, I was blind and Allah gave me back 
my eye-sight, so take anything you wish from my property and leave
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whatever you wish. By Allah, I will not stop you from taking anything 
(you need) of my property which you may take for Allah’s sake.’ The 
angel replied, ‘Keep your property. You (i.e. you three men) have been 
tested and Allah is pleased with you only and is angry with your two 
companions.’”29

(7) The angels take the soul from the body when the appointed time 

of death comes

Allah has appointed some of His angels to pull the souls out of people’s 
bodies when their appointed time comes which has been decreed for 
them by Allah. Allah says:

4Say: ‘The angel o f  death, w h o  is set over  you , w ill take your sou ls.

There is more than one angel who takes the soul of the dying:

^He is the Irresistible [Suprem e], over  H is sla v es, and H e sends  

guardians [angels guarding and w riting all o f  o n e ’s g o o d  and bad  

deeds] over you , until w hen  death approaches on e o f  y o u , Our 

m essen gers [angel o f  death and h is assistants] take h is sou l, and they  

never n eg lect their duty.

Then they are returned to A llah , their True Maulaa [True M aster  

(G od), the Just Lord (to reward hem )]. Surely, for H im  is the  

ju d gem en t and H e is the S w iftest in taking account.^

29 Bukhaari, 6/500, hadith no. 3464. Also narrated by Muslim, 4/2275, hadith no. 

2964. This version is narrated by Muslim.

Then you shall b e  brought to your L ord’.^ (Q u r’an 32:11)

(Q u r’an 6:61-62)
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The angels take the souls of the kuffaar and sinners in a harsh and severe 
manner, with no gentleness or kindness:

£*5l j^sswit

<|And i f  you  cou ld  but see  w hen  the Zaalimoon [polytheists and 

w rongdoers] are in the ag o n ies o f  death, w h ile  the angels are 

stretching forth their hands [saying]: ‘D e liv er  your souls! T his day 

you  shall be recom pensed  w ith the torm ent o f  degradation.*)*

(Qur 'an 6:93)

L?J&\ Sy~t ^

xCJp

iA n d  i f  you  cou ld  see  w hen  the an gels take aw ay the sou ls o f  those  

w h o  d isb e liev e  [at death]; they sm ite their faces and their backs, 

[saying]: ‘Taste the pun ishm ent o f  the b lazing  F ire.’)*

(Qur'an 8:50)

i »*

^Then h o w  [w ill it be] w hen  the an gels w ill take their sou ls at death, 

sm iting  their fa ces and their backs?)* (Qur'an 47:27)

But when the angels take the souls of the believers, it is done with 
kindness and gentleness.

The angels give the believers glad tidings when they take their souls

When death comes to the believing slave, the angels come down to him, 
give him glad tidings and support him:

^Verily, those w h o  say: “Our Lord is A llah  [A lo n e ] ,’* and then they
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stand firm , on  them  the an gels w ill descend  [at the tim e o f  their 

death] [saying]: ‘Fear not, nor grieve! B ut receive  the g lad  tid ings o f  

Paradise w h ich  you  have been  prom ised!

W e have been  your friends in the life o f  this w orld  and are [so] in the  

Hereafter. T herein you  shall have [all] that you r in n er-selves desire, 

and therein you  shall have [all] for w h ich  y o u  a sk .’j*

(Qur'an 41:30-31)

But they give the kuffaar the tidings of Hell and the anger of the 
Compeller (Allah), and they say to them:

^‘D eliver  your sou ls! T his day you  shall be recom p en sed  w ith  the 

torm ent o f  degradation .’  ̂ (Qur'an 6:93)

Moosa took out the eye of the Angel of Death

Muslim narrated in his Saheeh that Abu Hurayrah ( ^ )  said: “The 
Messenger of Allah (j||) said: The Angel of Death came to Moosa 
and said, 4 Answer your Lord.’ And Moosa slapped the Angel of Death in 
the eye and took out his eye. The Angel went back to Allah and said, 
4 You sent me to a slave of Yours who does not want to die, and he has 
took out my eye.’ So Allah restored his eye, and said, 44Go back to My 
slave and say, 4Do you want to live? If you want to live, put your hand on 
the back of a bull, and whatever number of hairs your hand touches, you 
will live for that number of years.”’ (Moosa) said, “Then what?” He 
said, “Then you die.” He said, “Now is better.”30 “The Angel of Death 
used to come to people face to face, so when he came to Moosa, he 
slapped him and took out his eye.”31

Ibn Hajar al-4Asqallaani mentioned that some of the followers of bid‘ah 
rejected this hadith. In refuting them, he said: “Moosa slapped the Angel

30 Bukhaari, 3/206, hadith no. 1339. Also narrated by Muslim, 4/1843, hadith no. 

2373. This version is narrated by Muslim.

31 This is narrated by Ahmad in his Musnad, and by At-Tabari. See Fath aFBaari. 
6/442.
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of Death, because he saw a man who had entered his house without 
permission. He did not know that this was the Angel of Death. The 
sharfah allows to take out the eye of a person who looks into a Muslim’s 
home without his permission. The angels came to the Prophet Ibraaheem 
(Abraham) and to the Prophet Loot (Lot) in the form of humans and they 
did not know who they were at first. If Ibraaheem had known, he would 
not have offered them food, and if Loot had known, he would not have 
feared for them with regard to his people.”32

Rejecting on purely rational grounds the saheeh ahaadeeth which speak 
of the unseen goes against eemaan (faith). The first attribute of the pious 
is that they believe in the unseen, as Allah says at the beginning of 
Soorat al-Baqarah (The Cow). If a report from Allah or from His 
Messenger is saheeh, then there is no option but to believe it:

ijji' < [ Cj X*

<|And th ose w h o  are firm ly grounded in k n o w led g e  say: “W e b elieve  

in it; the w h o le  o f  it [clear and unclear V erses] are from our L ord.” 

A nd none rece iv e  adm onition  excep t m en o f  understanding.))

(Qur'an 3:7)

(8) The relationship of the angels with man in the grave, on the Day 

of Resurrection and in the Hereafter

In our book on belief in the Hereafter we will, insha Allah, look at what 
the angels have to do with mankind after death, such as the two angels -  
Munkar and Nakeer -  questioning a person in his grave. There are angels 
who bless people in their graves, and others who punish the kuffaar 
(disbelievers) and the sinners (from among the believers). There are 
angels who will receive the believers on the Day of Resurrection. 
Israafeel will blow the Trumpet, and other angels will gather the people 
for the Reckoning. Angels will drive the kuffaar to Hell and lead the 
believers to Paradise. They will punish the kuffaar in Hell and will greet 
the believers with salaam in Paradise.

32 Fath al-Baari, 6/442.
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3 - THE ANGELS AND THE BELIEVERS

In the previous section, we discussed the duties which Allah has 
enjoined upon the angels with regard to all the sons of Adam, believers 
and kuffaar alike. What we have mentioned about them forming the 
nutfah, protecting people, conveying revelation, accompanying people, 
writing down people’s deeds and taking their souls at death, does not 
apply only to some of the sons of Adam and not others, or only to 
believers and not kuffaar.

But beyond that the angels play different roles with the believers and the 
kuffaar. We will discuss in more detail the role that they play with each 
group.

(1) The role of the angels with the believers

(i) Their love for the believers

Bukhaari and Muslim narrated in their Saheehs from Abu Hurayrah 
( ^ )  that the Prophet (ggs) said: “When Allah loves a peson, He calls to 
Jibreel and tells him, ‘Allah loves so and so, so love him.’ Then Jibreel 
loves him and calls out to the inhabitants of the heavens, ‘Allah loves so 
and so, so love him.’ So the inhabitants of the heavens love him, and he 
will find acceptance on earth.”33

(ii) Guiding the believers

Bukhaari narrated in his Saheeh from Hassaan ibn Thaabit that the 
Messenger of Allah (sg) prayed for him and said, “O Allah, support him 
with Rooh al-Qudus. ”34

It is also narrated that Abu Hurayrah said: “Sulaymaan ($gjfc) said, 
‘Tonight I will go around to one hundred of my women, and each of 
them will bear a son who will fight for the sake of Allah.’ The angel said 
to him, ‘Say, insha Allah.’ But he did not say it, and he forgot. So he

33 Bukhaari, 6/303, hadith no. 3209. Also narrated by Muslim, 4/2030, hadith no. 
2637.

34 Bukhaari, 6/304.
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went around to them (his women) but none of them bore a child, except 
for one who gave birth to a half formed infant.” The Prophet ( ^ )  said: 
“If he had said Insha Allah, he would not have broken his oath and he 
would have had more hope of fulfilling his need.” 35

The angel was guiding the Prophet of Allah Sulaymaan to the way which 
is appropriate, correct and more perfect.

(ili) Their sending blessings on the believers

Allah tells us that the angels send blessings on the Messenger

CM lah sen d s H is Salaah [G races, H onours, B less in g s , M ercy] on the 

Prophet [M uham m ad], and a lso  H is an gels [ask A llah  to b less and 

forg ive  him ]. ̂  (Q uran 33:56)

And they also send blessings on the believers:

^He it is W h o sends Salaah [H is b lessin g s] on you , and H is angels  

too [ask A llah  to b less  and forg ive yo u ], that H e m ay bring you  out 

from  darkness [o f  d isb e lie f  and p olyth eism ] into light [o f  B e lie f  and 

Islam ic M on oth eism ]. A nd He is Ever M ost M erciful to the 

b elievers.^  (Qur'an 33:43)

Salaah (blessings) from Allah means that He praises His slave before 
His angels. This is narrated by Bukhaari from Abu T-‘Aaliyah. Someone 
else said: Salaah (blessings) from Allah means mercy. It may be said that

35 Bukhaari, 9/339, hadith no. 5242. Ibn Hajar said (Fath al-Baari, 6/460) what 

may be summed up as follows: According to the report o f Al-Mugheerah, it was 

seventy women. According to the report o f Shu‘ayb in Al-Aymaan wan-Nudhoor, it 

was ninety. The author thought that this was more likely? This is also narrated by 

Muslim in his Saheeh (3/1276, hadith no. 1654); in one report it says sixty and in 

the other it says seventy. In a third report it says ninety.
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there is no contradiction between the two views.

Salaah (blessings) from the angels means that they pray for people and seek 
forgiveness for them. This is what we will discuss in more detail below.

Examples of deeds for which the angels send blessings upon a person

(a) Teaching people good things

At-Tirmidhi narrated in his Sunan from Abu Umaamah that the 
Messenger said: “Allah and His angels, and the inhabitants of the 
heavens and the earth, even the ant in its hole, and even the fish, send 
blessings upon the one who teaches the people good things.” 36

(b) Those who wait for prayer in congregation

In Saheeh Muslim it is narrated that Abu Hurayrah said: “The Messenger 
of Allah (gg) said: ‘The angels send blessings on any one of you so long 
as he stays where he is sitting. They say, ‘O Allah, forgive him, O Allah, 
have mercy on him,’ so long as he does not break his wudoo V”’37

(c) Those who pray in the first row

In Sunan Abi Dawood it is narrated from Al-Baraa’ ibn ‘Aazib (*£$>) that 
the Messenger of Allah said: “Allah and His angels send blessings 
on the first rows.”38

In Sunan an-Nasaa’i it says: “... on the front rows.”39

In Sunan Ibn Maajah it is narrated from the hadith of Al-Baraa’ and the 
hadith of ‘Abd ar-Rahmaan ibn ‘Awf that “Allah and His angels send 
blessings on the first row.”40

36 Saheeh Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 2/343, no. 2161.

37 Bukhaari, 2/131, hadith no. 647. Also narrated by Muslim, 1/459, hadith no. 

639. This version is narrated by Muslim.

38 Saheeh Sunan Abi Dawood, 1/120, no. 618.

39 Saheeh Sunan an-Nasaa’i, 1/175, no. 781.

40 Saheeh Sunan Ibn Maajah, 1/164, no. 816.
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(d) Those who fill the gaps in the rows

In Sunan Ibn Maajah it is narrated that ‘Aa’ishah said: “The Messenger 
of Allah ($g) said: ‘Allah and His angels send blessings on those who 
complete the rows, and whoever fills a gap (in a row), Allah will raise his 
status because of it.” ’41

(e) Those who eat suhoor

In Saheeh Ibn Hibbaan and Mu jam at-Tabaraani al-Awsat it is narrated 
with a hasan isnaad from Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them 
both) that the Messenger of Allah (gg) said: “Allah and His angels send 
blessings upon those who eat suhoor.”42

(f) Those who send blessings upon the Prophet ($&)

Ahmad narrated in his Musnad and Al-Diyaa’ narrated in Al- 
Mukhtaarah from ‘Aamir ibn Rabee‘ah with a hasan isnaad that the 
Messenger of Allah (^g) said: “There is no person who sends blessings 
on me, but the angels send blessings on him so long as he sends 
blessings on me. So let a person do a little of that or a lot.”43

(g) Those who visit the sick

Abu Dawood narrated from ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib (^>) that the Prophet 
(#|) said: “There is no man who visits a sick person in the evening, but 
seventy thousand angels go out with him, and pray for forgiveness for 
him until the morning, and he will have provision in Paradise. And 
whoever goes to him in the morning, seventy thousand angels go with 
him, and they pray for forgiveness for him until the evening, and he will 
have provision in Paradise.”44

41 Saheeh Sunan Ibn Maajah, 1/164, no. 814.

42 Saheeh al-Jaami\ 2/135.

43 Saheeh al-Jaami \ 5/174.

44 Saheeh Sunan Abi Dawood, 2/598, no. 2655. Abu Dawood stated that it is 

saheeh marfoo \ he also narrated a saheeh mawqoof report from ‘Ali.
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Does the angels’ sending blessings on us have any effect?

Allah, the Almighty, says:

^He it is W ho sends Salaah [H is b lessin g s] on  yo u , and H is angels  

too  [ask A llah  to b less  and forg ive y o u ], that H e m ay bring y o u  out 

from darkness [o f  d isb e lie f  and polyth eism ] into light [o f  B e lie f  and 

Islam ic M onotheism ].!* (Q u r’an 33:43)

This aayah tells us that when Allah mentions us to the hosts on high, and 
when the angels pray for the believers and ask for forgiveness for them, 
this has the effect of guiding us and ridding us of the darkness of kufr and 
shirk and sin, leading us to the light which means the right way and the 
path of truth, which is Islam. Thus we learn what Allah wants of us, and 
gives us the light by which we will be guided to righteous words and 
deeds and people.

(iv) Saying “Ameen” to the du‘aa’ of the believers

The angels say “ameen ” to the du ‘aa ’ of the believer, thus making the 
du ‘aa ’ more likely to be answered. In Saheeh Muslim and Sunan Ibn 
Maajah it is narrated from Abu’d-Dardaa’ that the Prophet said: 
“The du ‘aa ’ of a person for his Muslim brother in his absence will be 
answered. At his head there is an angel, and every time he prays for him 
for something good, the angel who has been appointed to be with him 
says, "Ameen, and may you have likewise.’”45

Because a believer’s prayer against himself is very likely to be answered, 
the believer should not pray against himself. In Saheeh Muslim it is 
narrated that Umm Salamah said: “The Messenger of Allah ($g) said: 
‘Do not pray for anything but good for yourselves, for the angels say 
“ameen” to whatever you say.’”46

45 Muslim, 4/2094, hadith no. 2733; Saheeh Sunan Ibn Maajah, 2/149, no. 2340. 

This version is narrated by Muslim.

46 Muslim, 2/634, hadith no. 920.
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(v) Their prayers for forgiveness for the believers

Allah tells us that the angels pray for forgiveness for those who are on 
earth:

c 
'j

^  o \y \ Ofj* db (>4
^N early the heaven s m ight be rent asunder from  above them  [by H is 

M ajesty], and the an gels g lor ify  the praises o f  their Lord, and ask for 

fo rg iv en ess for those on the earth. Verily, A llah  is the O ft-F orgiving, 

the M ost Merciful.!* (Qur'an 42:5)

In S oorah  G h aafir , Allah tells us that the bearers of the Throne and the 
angels who are around the Throne glorify their Lord and submit 
themselves to Him, and they pray for forgiveness especially for the 
believers who repent. They pray that Allah will save them from the Fire 
and admit them to Paradise, and keep them from committing sins and 
acts of disobedience:

Lj
i*

S-aL|.\y\j

6J^ l i j  (̂ pl ^ ^

U s ^  if

^T hose [angels] w h o  bear the T hrone [o f  A llah] and those around it 

g lor ify  the praises o f  their Lord, and b e liev e  in H im , and ask 

fo rg iv en ess for those w h o  b e liev e  [in the O neness o f  A llah] [saying]: 

‘Our Lord! You com prehend all th ings in m ercy and k n ow led ge, so  

forg ive those w h o  repent and fo llo w  Your w ay, and save them from  

the torm ent o f  the b lazin g  Fire!

Our Lord! A nd m ake them  enter the ‘Adn [Eden] Paradise 

[everlasting  Gardens] w h ich  you  have prom ised  them  -  and to the 

righteous am ong their fathers, their w iv es , and their offspring!
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Verily, You are the A 11-M ighty, the A II-W ise.

And save them  from  [the punishm ent for w hat th ey  did of] the sins, 

and w h o m so ev er  Y ou save  from  [the punishm ent for w hat he did of] 

the sins [i.e. pardon him ] that D ay, h im  verily, Y ou have taken into 

m ercy .’ A nd that is the suprem e su ccess.^  (Qur’an 40:7-9)

(vi) They attend gatherings of knowledge and circles of dhikr9 and 
surround those present with their wings

In Saheeh al-Bukhaari and Saheeh Muslim it is narrated that Abu 
Hurayrah ( ^ )  said: “The Messenger of Allah (jg) said: ‘Allah has 
angels who go around the highways and byways, seeking out the people 
of dhikr. If they find some people who are remembering Allah, they call 
out, ‘Come to what you are looking for! ’ And they encompass them with 
their wings up to the first heaven.’”47

In Saheeh Muslim it is narrated that Abu Hurayrah ( ^ )  said: “The 
Messenger of Allah ($§§) said: ‘No people gather in one of the houses of 
Allah to recite the Book of Allah and teach it to one another, but 
tranquillity descends upon them, mercy overshadows them and the 
angels surround them, and Allah mentions them to those who are with 
Him.”’48

In Sunan at-Tirmidhi it is narrated that Abu’d-Dardaa’ said: “I heard the 
Messenger of Allah ($&) say, ‘The angels extend their wings (out of 
humbleness) towards the seeker of knowledge, because they are pleased 
with what he is doing.’”49

Righteous deeds, as you can see, bring the angels closer to us and 
bring us closer to them. If people were able to maintain a high 
spiritual state they would reach the level of actually seeing the angels 
and shaking hands with them, as is in the hadith narrated by Muslim 
from Hanzalah al-Usaydi ( ^ )  who said that the Prophet ( ^ )  said:

47 Bukhaari, 11/208, hadith no. 6408. Also narrated by Muslim, 4/2069, hadith no. 

2689. This version is narrated by Bukhaari.

48 Muslim, 4/2074, hadith no. 2699.

49 Saheeh Sunan at-Tirmidhi, 2/342, no. 2159
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“By the One in Whose hand is my soul, if you remained in the state 
in which you are when you are with me, and you continued to 
remember Allah, the angels would shake hands with you in your beds 
and on the street.”50

According to a report narrated by At-Tirmidhi from Hanzalah, he said, 
“The Messenger of Allah (jg;) said: Tf you continued to be as you are 
with me, the angels would shade you with their wings.’”51

(vii) The angels record those who attend Jumu‘ah

These angels record some of the deeds of people, and they record those 
who go to Friday prayers in order of attendance. It is narrated that Abu 
Hurayrah said: “The Messenger of Allah (^g) said: 4 When Friday comes, 
the angels stand at the door of the mosque and write down who comes 
first. When the Imaam comes out, they close their records and sit down 
to listen to the dhikr.” Agreed upon by Bukhaari and Muslim.52

They record whatever people say of good things. In Saheeh al-Bukhaari 
and elsewhere it is narrated that Rifaa‘ah ibn Raafi4 al-Zarqi said: “One 
day we were praying behind the Prophet ( ^ )  and when he raised his 
head from rukoo\ he said, ‘Sami' Allahu liman hamidah (Allah hears 
those who praise Him).’ A man behind him said, Rabbanaa wa laka’l- 
hamd hamdan katheeran tayyiban mubaarakan jihi (Our Lord, to You 
be praise, much good and blessed praise).’ When he finished the prayer, 
he said, ‘Who was the one who spoke?’ The man said, ‘Me.’ He [the 
Prophet (g|)] said, ‘I saw thirty-odd angels rushing to see which of them 
would write it down first.’”53

These recording angels are definitely other than the two angels who 
write down a person’s good deeds and evil deeds, because they are 
described as being thirty-odd.

50 Muslim, 4/2106, hadith no. 2750.

51 Saheeh Sunan at-Tirmidhi, 2/298, no. 1994.

52 Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh, 1/436, no. 1384.

53 Bukhaari, 2/284, hadith no. 799.
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(vii) The angels come and go among us

These angels who go about in the highways and byways, looking for 
dhikr and witnessing Jumu ‘ah prayers and prayers in jamaa ‘ah, come 
and go among us. When one group comes another group goes, and they 
meet at Fajr prayer and at ‘Asr prayer. In Saheeh al-Bukhaari and 
Saheeh Muslim it is narrated from Abu Hurayrah ( ^ )  that the 
Messenger of Allah (si) said: “Allah has angels who come and go 
among you, angels at night and angels during the day. They meet at Fajr 
prayer and ‘Asr prayer. Then those who had stayed among you ascend 
and their Lord asks them, although He knows best about them, ‘How did 
you leave My slaves?’ They say, ‘When we left them they were praying, 
and when we came to them they were praying.’” 54

Perhaps these are the ones who take the people’s actions up to their Lord. 
In Saheeh Muslim it is narrated that Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari ( ^ )  said: 
“The Messenger of Allah ($g) stood up among us and told us five things. 
He said: ‘Allah does not sleep, and it is not befitting that He should 
sleep. He lowers the scale and lifts it. The deeds of the night are taken up 
to Him before the deeds of the day, and the deeds of the day before the 
deeds of the night...” 55

Allah has ascribed a high status to Fajr prayer, because the angels 
witness it. He says:

/  /  » •z' ^  < Z. » s'** / s s \

^And recite the Q ur’an in the early daw n [i.e. the —  Fajr—  m orning  

prayer]. Verily, the recitation o f  the Q ur’an in the early daw n [i.e. the  

m orning —  Fajr prayer] is ever w itn essed  [attended by the a n gels in 

charge o f  m ankind o f  the day and the night].j*

(Qur'an 17:78)

54 Bukhaari, 6/306, hadith no. 3223. Also narrated by Muslim, 1/439, hadith no. 

632.

55 Muslim, 1/162, hadith no. 179. According to another report by Muslim, ...four 

words...
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(ix) They come down when a believer recites the Qur’an

Among the angels are those who come down from heaven when the 
Qur’an is being read. In Saheeh Muslim it is narrated that Al-Baraa’ ibn 
4Aazib said: “A man read Soorat al-Kahf, and in the house there was an 
animal. It began to act nervously, (so he checked on it and saw that) there 
was a mist or a cloud above it. He mentioned that to the Prophet ( ^ )  and 
he said, 'Read such-and-such, for it is the tranquillity (sakeenah) that 
descends when the Qur’an is read, or because of the Qur’an.’”56

It is narrated from Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri (4̂ )  that whilst Usayd ibn 
Hudayr was reading Qur’an one night in his mirbad (place for drying 
dates), his horse startled. Then he read some more and his horse startled 
again. He read some more and his horse startled again. Usayd said: "I 
was afraid that it would step on Yahyaa, so I got up and went to it, and 
saw something like a shadow above its head, in which there were things 
like lights. It ascended into the sky until it disappeared.”

The following morning I went to the Messenger of Allah (g-) and said, 
'O Messenger of Allah, last night whilst I was reading Qur’an at 
midnight in my mirbad, my horse startled.’ The Messenger of Allah 
said, 'Read, O son of Hudayr.’ He said, 'I read some more, and my horse 
got startled again.’ The Messenger of Allah said, ‘Read, O son of 
Hudayr.’ He said, ‘I read some more, and my horse got startled again.’ 
The Messenger of Allah said, ‘Read, O son of Hudayr.’ He said, ‘So I 
stopped. Yahyaa was near it (the horse) and I was afraid that it would 
step on him, then I saw something like a shadow in which were things 
like lights. It ascended into the sky until it disappeared.’

The Messenger of Allah (g|) said: ‘That was the angels who were listening 
to you. If you had continued to read, they would have become visible to the 
people in the morning and they would not have hidden from them.’57

56 Muslim, 1/548, hadith no. 796.

57 Bukhaari, 9/63, hadith no. 5018, from Muhammad ibn Ibraaheem from Usayd 

ibn Hudayr. A lso narrated by Muslim, 1/458, hadith no. 796. This version is 

narrated by Muslim.
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(x) They convey the salaams of the ummah to the Messenger (^ )

An-Nasaa’i and Ad-Daarimi narrated that ‘Abd-Allah ibn Mas‘ood said: 
“The Messenger of Allah (3̂ 5) said: ‘Allah has angels travelling about 
the earth to convey to me the salaams of my ummah.’” 58

(xi) They give glad tidings to the believers

They brought glad tidings to the Prophet Ibraaheem that he would be 
blessed with righteous offspring:

L  (JlS U tX li > ) >

{Jl_£ . ‘ I] pA

<|Has the story reached you , o f  the honoured gu ests [three angels; 

Jibreel (G abriel) a lon g  w ith  another tw o] o f  Ibraaheem  [A braham ]?  

W hen they cam e in to him  and said: 4Salaam , [peace be upon  y o u ]! ’ 

He answ ered: 4Salaam , [peace be upon y o u ] ,’ and said: 4Y ou are a 

peop le  unknow n to m e .’

Then he turned to h is hou seh old , and brought out a roasted c a lf  [as 

the property o f  Ibraaheem  (A braham ) w a s m ain ly  co w s].

A nd p laced  it before them  [saying]: ‘W ill you  not ea t? ’

T hen he co n ce iv ed  fear o f  them  [w hen they  ate not]. T h ey  said: ‘Fear 

n o t.’ A nd they ga v e  h im  glad  tid ings o f  a son  having k n o w led g e  

[about A llah  and H is relig ion  o f  True M onotheism ].}*

(Q uran  51:24-28)

They brought Prophet Zakariya the glad tidings of Yahyaa:

/ * s' ^  s'* * / »  V  /  > / ,  / > /  S'''** > » /  \

^Then the an gels ca lled  h im , w h ile  h e w as standing in prayer in Al- 

Mihraab [a praying p la ce  or a private room ], [saying]: ‘A llah  g iv e s  

you  glad tid ings o f  Y ahyaa [John]’.)* (Qur'an 3:39)

58 Mishkaat al-Masaabeeh, 1/291, no. 924. The editor o f Al-Mishkaat, Shaykh 

Naasir ad-Deen al-Albaani, said: its isnaad is saheeh. It is classed as saheeh by 

Al-Haakim and Adh-Dhahabi agreed with him.
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This is not limited only to the Prophets and Messengers; the angels may 
also bring glad tidings to the believers. In Saheeh Muslim it is narrated 
from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet ( ^ )  said: “A man visited a brother 
of his in another town, and Allah sent an angel to wait for him on the 
road. When the man passed by him, the angel said, ‘Where are you 
going?’ He said, ‘To a brother of mine in this town.’ The angel said, ‘Is 
there a favour that you owe him?’ The man said, ‘No, but I love him for 
the sake of Allah.’ He said, ‘I am a messenger from Allah to you, to tell 
you that Allah loves you as you love him.’” 59

In Saheeh al-Bukhaari and Saheeh Muslim, it is narrated that Abu 
Hurayrah said: “The Messenger of Allah (j||) said: ‘Jibreel came to me 
and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, Khadeejah is coming to you with a 
vessel in which is some food or drink. When she comes to you, convey 
to her greetings of salaam from her Lord and from me, and give her the 
glad tidings of a house in Paradise made of qasab, 60 in which there is no 
noise or exhaustion.””61

(xii) The angels and dreams

Bukhaari narrated in his Saheeh in Baab at-Tahajjud, that ‘Abd-Allah 
ibn ‘Umar (4̂ )  said: “At the time of the Prophet ($§;), if a man saw a 
dream, he would tell it to the Messenger of Allah I wished that I 
would see a dream so that I could tell it to the Messenger of Allah (jg). I 
was a young lad, and I used to sleep in the mosque at the time of the 
Messenger of Allah (j|g). I saw in a dream that two angels took me and 
brought me to the Fire, which was built up all around like a built well, 
and it had two poles in it. There were some people in it whom I 
recognized, and I started to say, ‘I seek refuge with Allah from the Fire.’ 
Then I met another angel who said to me, ‘Do not be afraid.’”62

59 Muslim, 4/1988, no. 2567.

60 Qasab: Pipes made o f gold or pearls and other precious stones (The Translation 

of the Meanings o f Saheeh al-Bukhaari, Vol. 3, p. 12) (Translator).

61 Bukhaari, 7/133, no. 3820. Also narrated by Muslim, 4/1887, no. 232. This 

version is narrated by Muslim.

62 Bukhaari, 3/6, no. 1121. Muslim, 4/1927, no. 2479.
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In Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated that ‘Aa’ishah (may Allah be 
pleased with her) said: “The Messenger of Allah (j||) said to me, T saw 
you in a dream. An angel brought you to me wrapped up in silk. He said 
to me, This is your wife.’ I lifted the cloth from your face and saw that it 
was you. I said, Tf this dream is from Allah then it will surely come to 
pass.’”63

(xiii) They fight alongside the believers and support them at times of 

war

Allah supported the believers with many of the angels at the battle of 
Badr:

[̂Remember] when you sought help of your Lord and He answered 
you [saying]: i  will help you with a thousand of the angels each 
behind the other [following one another] in succession.’)*

(Q u ran  8:9)

^And Allah has already made you victorious at Badr, when you were 
a weak little force. So fear Allah much that you may be grateful. 
[Remember] when you [Muhammad] said to the believers, ‘Is it not 
enough for you that your Lord [Allah] should help you with three 
thousand angels sent down?
Yes, if you hold on to patience and piety, and the enemy comes

63 This version is narrated by Bukhaari in Kitaab an~Nikaah, 9/180, no. 5125. 

Also narrated in Manaaqib al-Ansaar, 7/223, no. 3895; and in At-Ta'beer, 12/399, 

no. 7011, 7012. Also narrated by Muslim, 4/1889, no. 2438.
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rushing at you; your Lord w ill help  you  w ith five  thousand angels  

h avin g  m arks [o f  d istin ctio n ].’)* (Qur'an 3:123-125)

In Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated from Ibn ‘Abbaas that the 
Messenger (si) said on the day of Badr: “This is Jibreel who has taken 
up his horse’s reins and is dressed for battle.”64

Allah has explained the reason for this angelic support, which is to 
strengthen the believers, to fight alongside them, and to fight the 
enemies of Allah and kill them by striking their necks and hands:

-Jit V] [aj ^  uV-Ladj St! iU>- l«j^

ai

<jA!lah m ade it o n ly  as g lad  tid ings, and that your hearts be at rest 

therew ith. A nd there is no v ictory  excep t from  A llah . Verily, A llah  is 

A ll-M igh ty , A ll-W ise.)* (Qur'an 8:10)

^[R em em ber] w hen  your Lord revealed  to the a n gels , 'Verily, I am  

w ith  y o u , so  keep  firm  those w ho h ave believed . I w ill cast terror into 

the hearts o f  th ose  w h o  h ave d isb eliev ed , so  strike them  over the 

n eck s, and sm ite over all their fingers and to e s .’)*

(Qur'an 8:12)

And Allah says in Soorat Aal ‘Imraan:

a&\ Xs, L*j • la*4J

^  3' s i '

^Allah m ade it not but as a m essa g e  o f  good  n ew s for you  and as an 

assurance to you r hearts. A nd  there is no victory excep t from  A llah, 

the A ll-M igh ty , the A ll-W ise .

That H e m ight cut o f f  a part o f  th ose  w h o  d isb eliev e , or ex p o se  them

64 Bukhaari, 7/312, no. 3995



The World o f the Noble Angels 93

to infam y, so  that they retire frustrated.)* (Q u r’an 3:126-127)

One of the Muslim fighters heard the sound of a blow struck by an 
angel, when he struck one of the kuffaar, and he heard his voice as he 
was urging his horse forward. In Saheeh Muslim it is narrated that Ibn 
‘Abbaas said: “On that day, when one of the Muslim men was pursuing 
one of the mushrikeen, he heard the crack of a whip above his head, and 
the voice of a horseman saying, ‘Go forth, Hayzam!’ He looked at the 
mushrik in front of him and saw that he had fallen on his back. He 
looked again and saw that his nose had been cut off and his face was 
cut, as if it had been struck with a whip, and he had turned green. The 
Ansaari came and told the Messenger of Allah (si) about that, and he 
said, ‘You have spoken the truth. That was one of the troops of the third 
heaven.’”65

The angels also fought in other battles. During the campaign of 
Al-Khandaq (the Ditch), Allah sent His angels:

v? * <' Tv »»

<10 you  w ho b elieve! R em em ber A lla h ’s Favour to yo u , w hen  there 

cam e against you  hosts, and W e sent against them  a w ind and forces  

that you  saw  not [i.e. troops o f  an gels during the battle o f  Al Ahzaab 

(the Confederates)].)* (Q u r’an 33:9)

What is meant by the “forces that you saw not” is the angels, as it is 
reported in the books of Saheeh and elsewhere that Jibreel came to the 
Messenger ( 0 )  after he had returned from Al-Khandaq (the Ditch) and 
had laid down his arms and bathed. Jibreel came to him, brushing the 
dust from his head, and said to the Messenger (^ ) , “Have you laid down 
your arms? By Allah, we (angels) have not yet laid down our arms. Go 
out to them.” The Messenger of Allah said, “Where to?” and he 
pointed towards Banu Qurayzah.66

65 Muslim, 3/1384, hadith no. 1763.

66 Bukhaari, 7/407, no. 4117. Muslim, 3/1389, hadith no. 1769.
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In Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated that Anas (4̂ )  said: “It is as if I can 
see the dust clearly in the area of Banu Ghanam, and the troops of Jibreel 
when the Messenger of Allah on) set out for Banu Qurayzah.”67

(xiv) Their protection of the Messenger ($&)

Muslim narrated in his Saheeh that Abu Hurayrah (4̂ )  said: “Abu Jahl 
said, ‘Has Muhammad rubbed his face in the dust among you?’ They 
said, ‘Yes/ He said, ‘By Al-Laat and Al-‘Uzza, if I see him doing that, I 
will step on his neck, or I will rub his face in the dust!’

Then he came to the Messenger of Allah (^6) whilst he was praying, and 
announced that he was going to step on his neck. Then suddenly he 
turned on his heels and fled, folding his hands over his face. Someone 
asked him, ‘What’s wrong with you?’ He said, ‘There is a ditch of fire 
between me and him, and terror, and wings.’ The Messenger of Allah 
($&) said, ‘If he had come any closer to me, the angels would have 
snatched him away.’”68

A shorter version of this is narrated by Bukhaari, in Kitaab al- 
Tafseer.69

(xv) They protect and support righteous people, and relieve their 

distress

Allah may send angels to protect some of His righteous slaves other than 
the Prophets and Messengers. This may be what happened to a man 
whose story is told by Ibn Katheer. In Tafseer Ibn Katheer, in the 
commentary on the aayah -

<fls not H e [better than your god s] W ho responds to the d istressed  

on e, w hen  he ca lls on  H im .^ (Qur'an 27:62) -

67 Bukhaari, 7/407, hadith no. 4118.

68 Muslim, 4/2154, hadith no. 2797.

69 Bukhaari, 8/724, hadith no. 4958.
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He said:

Al-Haafiz ibn ‘Asaakir mentioned the story of a man of whom Abu 
Bakr Muhammad ibn Dawood ad-Daynoori, who was known as Ad- 
Daqqi as-Soofi. This man said: “I used to transport people and their 
goods with a mule that belonged to me, from Damascus to Balad az- 
Zabadaani. One day a man rode with me, and for part of the way we 
were travelling off the beaten track. He said to me, ‘Take this path, it is 
shorter.’ I said, ‘That’s no good.’ He said, ‘But it is shorter.’

So we took that path, and it reached a place where it was very difficult to 
go, and there was a deep valley in which there were many dead bodies. 
He said, ‘Hold the mule’s head, so I can dismount.’ He dismounted, then 
he rolled up his sleeves and gathered up his garments. Then he pulled out 
a knife and came towards me. I ran away from him, and he followed me. 
I implored him by Allah, and said, ‘Take the mule and all the baggage on 
it! ’ He said, ‘They are mine anyway, but I am going to kill you! ’ I tried to 
scare him by reminding him of Allah and the punishment, but he paid no 
heed to that.

So I surrendered to him, and I said, ‘Let me pray two rak'ahs.’ He said, 
‘Hurry up, then!’ So I stood up to pray, but the words of the Qur’an 
would not come to me. I could not remember even a single letter. I 
remained standing, confused, and he was saying, ‘Come on! Get on with 
it!’ Then Allah enabled me to recite,

<{Ts not H e [better than your god s] W h o responds to  the d istressed

one, w hen  he ca lls on H im , and W h o rem oves the e v i l .’!)
(Qur'an 27:62)

Suddenly I saw a horseman who had come from the mouth of the valley, 
with a spear in his hand. He threw the spear at the man, and it did not 
miss his heart. The man fell down dead, and I clung to the horseman and 
said, ‘By Allah, who are you?’ He said, ‘I am a messenger of the One 
Who responds to the distressed one when he calls on Him, and Who 
removes the evil.’ Then I took the mule and the baggage, and returned
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safe and sound.”

Similarly, Allah sent Jibreel to help the mother of Ismaa‘eel in Makkah. 
In Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated from Ibn ‘Abbaas from the Prophet 
($g), in the story of Ibraaheem’s migration with Ismaa‘eel and his mother 
Haajir to the land of Makkah -  which is a long story -  that the mother of 
Ismaa‘eel ran like a distressed person between As-Safa’ and Al-Marwah 
seven times, looking for water. “When she looked out from Al-Marwah, 
she heard a voice, and she kept quiet and listened attentively. She heard 
the voice again and said, “O (whoever you may be)! You have made me 
hear your voice; have you got something to help me?” And she saw an 
angel at the place of Zamzam, digging the earth with his heel (or his 
wing), till water flowed from that place... The angel said to her, ‘Don’t be 
afraid of being neglected, for this is the House of Allah which will be 
built by this boy and his father, and Allah never neglects His people.’”70

This angel who came to her was Jibreel. In Al-Musnad it is narrated from 
Ibn ‘Abbaas that Ubayy ibn Ka‘b said: “When Jibreel dug Zamzam with 
his heel, the mother of Ismaa‘eel started to scoop up the earth around it. 
The Prophet (jg) said: ‘May Allah have mercy on Ismaa‘eel’s mother! 
Had she left Zamzam alone (flowing without trying to control it), Zamzam 
would have been a stream flowing on the surface of the earth.’”71

(xvi) The angels attend the funerals of the righteous

The Messenger (jg) said concerning Sa‘d ibn Mu‘aadh, “This is the one 
at whose death the Throne has shaken and for whom the gates of heaven 
are opened. Seventy thousand angels attended his funeral, and he was 
squeezed (in his grave) once, then he was released.” This is narrated by 
An-Nasaa’i from Ibn ‘Umar.72

70 Bukhaari, 6/397, hadith no. 3364.

71 Musnad Ahmad, 5/121.

72 The hadith about the Throne shaking at the death o f Sa‘d is narrated by 

Muslim, 7/122, hadith no. 3802. It is narrated by Muslim from Jaabir, 4/1915, 

hadith no. 2466. The report about the angels attending his funeral is narrated in 

Sunan an-Nasaa’i. See Saheeh Sunan an-Nasaa’i, 2/441, no. 1942.
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(xvii) They shade the shaheed (martyr) with their wings

In Bukhaari it is narrated that Jaabir said: “My father was brought to the 
Prophet (2gg)> and his body had been mutilated. He was placed before 
him [the Prophet (^)], and I went to uncover his face, my people 
stopped me from doing so. The sound of wailing could be heard, and it 
was said that it was the daughter of ‘Amr, or the sister of ‘Amr. The 
Prophet ( ^ )  said, “Why are you weeping? The angels are still shading 
him with their wings.”

Bukhaari narrated this in a chapter entitled Baab Zill al-Malaa'ikah 
‘ala’sh-Shaheed (Chapter: The Angels’ Shading of the Martyr).73

(xviii) The angels who brought the Ark of the Covenant ( . )

J J j J —A  J U j  ^ ' g-*>

v ̂ 33? t
iA n d  their Prophet [Sam uel] said to them : ‘Verily! T he sign  o f  H is  

kingdom  is that there shall co m e to you  At-Taaboot [a w o o d en  b o x ], 

w herein  is Sakeenah [peace and reassurance] from  your Lord and a 

remnant o f  that w h ich  M oosa  [M oses] and H aaroon [Aaron] left  

behind, carried by the a n g e ls .’)* (Qur'an 2:248)

What we learn from this aayah is that the angels brought to the Children 
of Israel at that time this wooden box (taaboot) to reassure them, so that 
they might know that Taaloot (Saul) was chosen by Allah, so they 
should follow him and obey him.

(xix) They will protect Makkah and Madeenah from the Dqjjaal

When the Dajjaal emerges, he will enter every city except Makkah and 
Madeenah, because the angels are protecting them. This is reported in 
Saheeh Muslim from Faatimah bint Qays, from the story of Tameem ad- 
Daari, in which it says that the Dajjaal said: “I smiAl-Maseeh ad-Dajjaal

73 Bukhaari, 6/32, no. 2816.
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(the “Pseudo Christ”). Soon I will be granted permission to emerge and I 
will emerge and travel throughout the earth. There will be no town which 
I will not enter, during a period of forty days, apart from Makkah and 
Teebah. They are both forbidden for me; every time I try to enter one of 
them, I will be met by an angel with an unsheathed sword in his hand, 
who will prevent me from entering it. At every gate there is an angel 
guarding it.”

She (Faatimah bint Qays) said: “The Messenger of Allah ( jg )  said, 
striking the minbar with his stick, “This is Teebah, this is Teebah, this is 
Teebah,” meaning Al-Madeenah.74

Bukhaari narrated from Abu Bakrah that the Prophet ( jg )  said: “The 
terror of Al-Maseeh ad-Dajjaal will not enter Madeenah. At that time 
it will have seven gates, at each of which will be two angels.”75

In Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the 
Messenger (jg;) said: “At the gates of Madeenah there are angels; neither 
the plague nor the Dajjaal will enter it.”76

(xx) ‘Eesa will descend in the company of the angels

In Sunan at-Tirmidhi, it is narrated from An-Nawaas ibn Sam‘aan that 
in the hadith about the Dajjaal, the Prophet (jg) said, “Whilst he is 
like that, ‘Eesa ibn Maryam will come down at the white minaret, in 
the east of Damascus, wearing two garments lightly dyed with 
saffron, placing his hands on the wings of two angels.”77

(xxi) The angels spread their wings over Ash-Shaam (Syria)

It is narrated that Zayd ibn Thaabit al-Ansaari (4̂ ,) said: “I heard the 
Messenger of Allah ( 0 )  say, ‘How blessed is Ash-Shaam (Present day

74 Muslim, 4/2264, hadith no. 2942.

75 Bukhaari, 13/90, hadith no. 7125.

76 Bukhaari, 13/101, hadith no. 7123.

77 The descent o f  ‘Eesa (jjjgfc) is proven in Muslim, 4/2259, hadith no. 2940. The 

hadith mentioned is narrated by At-Tirmidhi. See Saheeh Sunan at-Tirmidhi, 2/249, 

no. 1825.
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Syria, Jordan and Palestine) how blessed is Ash-Shaam!’ They said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, why is that?’ He said, ‘The angels of Allah spread 
their wings over Ash-Shaam.’”78

(xxii) The reward in coinciding with the angels

It is narrated in Saheehayn (Bukhaari and Muslim) that the Messenger of 
Allah |jg) said: “When the Imaam says Ameen, say Ameen, for 
whoever’s saying Ameen coincides with the Ameen of the angels, all his 
previous sins will be forgiven.”79

In Saheeh al-Bukhaari: “If one of you says Ameen and the angels in 
heaven say Ameen, and they coincide with one another, all his previous 
sins will be forgiven.” 80

In Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated from Abu Hurayrah ( ^ )  that the 
Prophet (jg) said: “When the Imaam says 'Sami' Allahu liman 
hamidah,' say, ‘Rabbanaa wa laka yl-hamd. ’ Whoever’s words coincide 
with those of the angels, all his previous sins will be forgiven.” 81

(2) The obligations of the believers towards the angels

The angels are slaves of Allah, whom He has chosen especially, and they 
have a high status with their Lord. The believer who worships Allah and 
seeks His pleasure has no alternative but to regard the angels as friends 
and view them with love and respect, and to avoid anything that may

78 Shaykh Naasir said, in Takhreej Ahaadeeth Fadaa ’il ash-Shaam, o f the hadith 

narrated by AI-Raba‘i: It is a saheeh hadith which is narrated by At-Tirmidhi, by 

Al-Haakim in Al-Mustadrak, and by Ahmad in Al-Musnad. Al-Haakim said, it is 

saheeh according to the conditions o f the two shaykhs Bukhaari and Muslim, and 

Adh-Dhahabi agreed with him. And it is as they said. Al-Mundhiri said in At- 
Targheeb wat-Tarheeb, it is narrated by Ibn Hibbaan in his Saheeh, and by At- 

Tabaraani with a saheeh isnaad.

79 Bukhaari, 2/262, hadith no. 780. Also narrated by Muslim, 1/307, hadith no. 

410.

80 Bukhaari, 2/266, hadith no. 781.

81 Bukhaari, 2/283, hadith no. 796.
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result in annoying or offending them. We will discuss this matter in 
further detail below:

(i) Not offending the angels

The scholars emphatically denounced those who slander the angels or 
speak badly of them. Al-‘Allaamah as-Suyooti (may Allah have mercy 
on him) said: “Al-Qadi Tyaad said in Ash-Shifaa': Sahnoon said: 
whoever insults one of the angels should be executed. Abu’l-Hasan al- 
Qaabisi said concerning a person who says of another, ‘He looks like the 
angry Maalik (keeper of Hell),’ if it is known that his intention was to 
slander the angel, he should be executed.

Al-Qadi Tyaad said: This is concerning one who insults them all in 
general, or who insults by name one of those who is proven to be an 
angel, because Allah has mentioned him in the Qur’an or we know from 
the mutawaatir ahaadeeth that he is an angel, or it is known by definitive 
scholarly consensus that he is an angel, such as Jibreel, Mikaa’eel, 
Maalik, the keepers of Paradise and Hell, the angels of Hell, the bearers 
of the Throne, ‘Azraa’eel, Israafeel, Ridwaan, the guardian angels, and 
Munkar and Nakeer.

But with regard to those who are not proven to be angels, and concerning 
whom there is no scholarly consensus that they are angels, such as 
Haaroot and Maaroot, this ruling does not apply. The one who 
disbelieves in them is not subject to the same ruling as mentioned above, 
because there is no definitive report to show that they have the same 
status as the angels.” 82

Suyooti quoted Al-Qaraafi al-Maaliki as saying: “Know that it is 
obligatory upon every accountable person to respect all of the Prophets 
and all of the angels. Whoever slanders their honour in any way is a 
kaafir, whether he does so implicitly or explicitly. Whoever says of a 
man who he thinks is very harsh, ‘He is more harsh than Maalik, the 
keeper of Hell,’ or of a man who is deformed, ‘He is uglier than Munkar

82 Al-Habaa’ik j i  Akhbaar al-Malaa’ik, by Suyooti, 254.
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and Nakeer’, is a kaafir, if he says that in the context of condemning 
ugliness and harshness.”83

(ii) Keeping away from sin and disobedience

The things which most offend the angels are sin, disobedience to Allah, 
kufr and shirk. Hence the best gift that a man can give to the angels and 
the thing which is most pleasing to them is for a man to be sincerely 
devoted in his religious commitment to his Lord, and to avoid 
everything that angers Him.

Hence the angels do not enter places and houses where Allah is 
disobeyed, or in which there are things which Allah dislikes and hates, 
such as stone altars, statues and pictures. And they do not come near 
people who indulge in sin, such as drunkards.

Ibn Katheer84 said: It is reported in the ahaadeeth narrated in the books 
of Saheeh, Musnad and Sunan from a group of the Sahaabah that the 
Messenger of Allah (;gg) said: “The angels do not enter a house in which 
there is an image, a dog or a person who is junub (in a state of ritual 
impurity).”

According to a report narrated from ‘Aasim ibn Damurah from ‘Ali, "... 
and not urine.” According to a marfoo' report narrated from Abu 
Sa‘eed: “The angels do not enter a house in which there is a dog or a 
statue.” According to the report of Dhakwaan Abu Salih al-Sammaak 
from Abu Hurayrah, he said: “The Messenger of Allah (̂ gg) said: ‘The 
angels do not accompany a group with whom there is a dog or a bell.” ’85

Al-Bazzaar narrated with a saheeh isnaad from Buraydah ( ^ )  that the 
Messenger ($g?) said: “There are three whom the angels do not come 
near: the one who is drunk, the one who is perfumed with saffron and the 
one who is junub (in a state of ritual impurity).”86

83 Al-Habaa’ikfl Akhbaar al-Malaa’ik, by Suyooti, 255.

84 Al-Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah, 1/55.

85 Al-Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah, 1/55.

86 Saheeh al-Jaami\ 3/70.
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In Sunan Abi Dawood it is narrated with a hasan isnaad from ‘ Ammaar 
ibn Yaasir that the Messenger (ĵ |) said: “There are three things which 
the angels do not come near: the dead body of a kaafir, the one who is 
perfumed with saffron and the person who is junub (in a state of ritual 
impurity), unless he performs wudoo '.”87

(iii) The angels are offended by that which offends the sons of Adam

It is reported in the saheeh ahaadeeth that the angels are offended by that 
which offends the sons of Adam* So they are offended by offensive 
smells and by filth and dirt.

Bukhaari and Muslim narrated from Jaabir ibn ‘Abd-Allah that the 
Prophet ( 0 )  said: “Whoever eats garlic, onions or leeks, let him not 
come near our mosque, for the angels are offended by that which offends 
the sons of Adam.” 88

The matter is so serious that the Messenger ( 0 )  ordered the one who 
came to the mosque emanating the smell of garlic or onions to go out to 
Al-Baqee'}9

(iv) The prohibition on spitting to the right whilst praying

The Messenger (si) forbade spitting to the right during prayer, because 
when a person stands up to pray, an angel stands on his right. In Saheeh 
al-Bukhaari it is narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet (^g) said: 
“When anyone of you stands up to pray, let him not spit to the front, for 
he is conversing with Allah so long as he is praying. And there is an 
angel standing to his right, so let him spit to his left or beneath his foot, 
then bury it.”90

87 Saheeh Sunan Abi Dawood, 2/872.

88 The ahaadeeth which forbid those who have eaten onions and garlic from 

coming near the mosque are narrated in Saheeh al-Bukhaari, Saheeh Muslim and 

elsewhere, but this version is narrated by Muslim, 1/394, hadith no. 567.

89 Muslim, 1/396, hadith no. 567.

90 Bukhaari, 1/512, hadith no. 416.
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(v) Befriending all the angels

The Muslim has to like all the angels without any discrimination between 
one angel and another in that regard, because they are all the slaves of 
Allah who do that which He commands and abstain from that which He 
prohibits. In this sense they are all the same, and they do not differ at all. 
The Jews claimed that they had friends and enemies among the angels; 
they claimed that Jibreel was an enemy to them and that Mikaa’eel was a 
friend to them. But Allah showed them to be liars in what they were 
claiming, and stated that there is no difference among the angels.

4Say [O Muhammad]: ‘Whoever is an enemy to Jibreel [Gabriel] [let 
him die in his fury], for indeed he has brought it [this Qur’an] down 
to your heart by Allah’s Permission, confirming what came before it 
[i.e. the Tawraat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)] and guidance and 
glad tidings for the believers.
Whoever is an enemy to Allah, His Angels, His Messengers, Jibreel 
[Gabriel] and Mikaa’eel [Michael], then verily, Allah is an enemy to 
the disbelievers.’̂  (Qur ’an 2:97-98)

Allah has told us that the angels are all the same, and whoever takes one 
of them as an enemy has taken Allah and all the angels as enemies. 
Liking some of the angels and hating others is a myth which no one 
could accept apart from the followers of deviant kufr like the Jews. This 
Jewish opinion which is described in the Qur’an is a poor excuse which 
they gave for not believing. They claimed that Jibreel was their enemy 
because he comes with war and destruction, and if the one who had 
come to the Messenger (g|) had been Mikaa’eel, they would have 
followed him.

See the texts narrated about the reasons for the revelation of this aayah in 
Tafseer Ibn Katheer and elsewhere.
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4 - THE ANGELS AND THE KUFFAAR AND EVILDOERS

In the previous section, we discussed the relationship between angels 
and the believers. From this it is clear what their relationship with the 
kujfaar is like. They do not like the kuffaar, wrongdoers and criminals; 
rather, they take them as enemies and wage war against them, and create 
fear in their hearts, as happened at the battles of Badr and Al-Ahzaab 
(Confederates). This will be discussed in more detail below.

(1) Bringing the punishment down upon the kuffaar

When one of the Messengers was rejected and disbelieved, and his 
people persisted in their rejection, Allah would often send down His 
punishment upon them. Sometimes those who carried out the 
punishment were the angels.

(2) Their destruction of the people of the Prophet Loot

The angels who were commanded to punish the people of the Prophet 
Loot came in the form of young men with handsome faces. Prophet 
Loot offered them hospitality, and his people did not know about them, 
but Loot’s wife told her people about them and they came quickly, 
wanting to commit evil actions with them. The Prophet Loot tried to 
ward them off and argue with them, but they ignored him. Then Jibreel 
struck them with his wing, and blinded their eyes, taking away their 
sight:
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<(And when Our messengers came to Loot [Lot], he was grieved on 
account of them and felt himself straitened for them [lest the town 
people should approach them to commit sodomy with them]. He 
said: This is a distressful day.’
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And his people came rushing towards him, and since aforetime they 
used to commit crimes [sodomy], he said: ‘O my people! Here are 
my daughters [i.e. the women of the nation], they are purer for you 
[if you marry them lawfully]. So fear Allah and disgrace me not with 
regard to my guests! Is there not among you a single rightminded 
man?’
They said: ‘Surely, you know that we have neither any desire nor 
need of your daughters, and indeed you know well what we want! ’ 
He said: 4 Would that I had strength [men] to overpower you, or that I 
could betake myself to some powerful support [to resist you].’ 
They [messengers] said: ‘O Loot [Lot]! Verily, we are the 
messengers from your Lord! They shall not reach you!’)*

(Quran 11:77-81)

Ibn Katheer91 said: they mentioned that Jibreel (>g&) went out against 
them and struck their faces with the edge of his wing. He destroyed their 
eyes completely so that there was nothing left, not even a trace... Allah 
says:

i i f  o j s j 'j  -UJj j

<{And they indeed sought to shame his guest [by asking to commit 
sodomy with them]. So We blinded their eyes [saying], ‘Then taste 
you My Torment and My Warnings.’)* (Qur’an 54:37)

The next morning, Allah destroyed them:

>

iSo when Our Commandment came, We turned [the towns of 
Sodom in Palestine] upside down, and rained on them stones of 
baked clay, in a well-arranged manner one after another;
Marked from your Lord; and they are not ever far from the 
Zaalimoon [polytheists, evildoers].)* (Qur’an 11:82-83)

91 Al-Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah, 1/197.
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Ibn Katheer said in his Tafseer: “Mujaahid said: ‘Jibreel seized the 
people of the Prophet Loot from their fields and houses, and carried 
them with their flocks and possessions. He lifted them up until the 
inhabitants of heaven heard the barking of their dogs, then he turned 
them upside down. He carried them on the coverts of his right wing.’ He 
mentioned other similar thing, but he did not narrate any hadith to 
support that.”

(3) Their cursing of the kuffaar

Allah, the Almighty, says:

O' ^ ̂  Q Lao  y
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^How shall Allah guide a people who disbelieved after their Belief 
and after they bore witness that the Messenger [Muhammad] is true 
and after clear proofs had come unto them? And Allah guides not the 
people who are Zaalimoon [polytheists and wrongdoers].
They are those whose recompense is that on them [rests] the Curse of 
Allah, of the angels, and of all mankind.}* (Qur'an 3:86-87)

^  P  \jCj \£&

^Verily, those who disbelieve, and die while they are disbelievers, it 
is they on whom is the Curse of Allah and of the angels and of 
mankind, combined.}* (Qur'an 2:161)

The angels do not only curse the kuffaar. They may also curse those who 
commit particular sins, including the following:

(a) The angels curse a woman when she does not respond to her 
husband

In Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated on the authority of Abu Hurayrah 
that: “The Messenger of Allah ( ^ )  said: ‘When a man calls his wife to 
his bed and she refuses to come, the angels curse her until morning
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comes.”’92 According to another report, “...until she changes her 
mind.”93

(b) They curse the one who points towards his brother with a weapon

Muslim narrated in his Saheeh that Abu Hurayrah ( ^ )  reported: 
“Abu’l-Qaasim said: ‘Whoever points towards his brother with a 
weapon is cursed by the angels, even if it is his brother through his father 
and his mother.”’94

The curse of the angels indicates that this action is haraam, because it 
involves frightening one’s brother, and because the Shaytaan could 
tempt one to kill one’s brother, especially if the weapon is of the modem 
type which could go off for the slightest mistake or unintentional touch. 
How often has such a thing happened.

(c) They curse those who slander the Companions o f the Messenger

In Mu jam at-Tabaraani al-Kabeer it is narrated from Ibn ‘Abbaas with 
a hasan isnaad that the Messenger ( ^ )  said: “Whoever slanders my 
companions, may there be upon him the curse of Allah, the angels and 
all of mankind.”

How strange it is that some people make slandering the Companions 
of the Messenger (si) a religious ritual by means of which they seek 
to draw closer to Allah, although their punishment is what the 
Messenger (is) mentioned in this hadith, and it is a frightening 
punishment.

(d) They curse those who prevent the sharVah o f Allah from being 
implemented

In Sunan an-Nasaai and Sunan Ibn Maajah it is narrated with a 
saheeh isnaad from Ibn ‘Abbaas ) that the Messenger of Allah (jg) 
said: “Whoever kills (a person) deliberately should be killed in return,

92 Bukhaari, 9/293, hadith no. 5193.

93 Ibid., 9/294, hadith no. 5194.

94 Muslim, 4/2020, hadith no. 2616.
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and whoever tries to prevent that, may he be cursed by Allah, the 
angels and all of mankind.”95 The one who tries, by means of his 
wealth or position, to prevent the ruling of Allah from being carried out 
on one who has deliberately killed another, will be subject to this curse, 
so how about those who try to prevent the shari‘ah from being 
implemented altogether?

(e) They curse those who give sanctuary to innovators or criminals

Among those who are cursed by the angels and by Allah are those who 
innovate heresies in Allah’s religion and violate His laws, or protect 
those who do so. It says in a saheeh hadith: “Whoever innovates a heresy 
or gives sanctuary to an innovator or criminal, may there be upon him 
the curse of Allah, the angels and all of mankind.”96

Innovation and criminal actions in Madeenah are even more serious. In 
Saheehayn (Bukhaari and Muslim) it is narrated that ‘Ali ibn Abi 
Taalib said: “The Prophet (gg) said: ‘Madeenah is a sanctuary, from 
‘Ayr to Thawr (two mountains in Madeenah). Whoever innovates a 
heresy or commits a crime in (Madeenah), or gives shelter to such a 
person, may there be upon him the curse of Allah and the angels, and 
all of mankind, and none of his compulsory or optional good deeds will 
be accepted on the Day of Resurrection.’”97

(4) The demand of the kuffaar to see the angels

The kuffaar - disbelievers - demanded to see the angels as proof that 
what the Messenger ( jg) said was true. But Allah told them that the Day 
on which they would see the angels would be a bad day for them. For the 
kuffaar will see the angels when the punishment is about to befall them,

95 Saheeh Sunan an-Nasaa’i, 3/492, no. 4456, 4457. Saheeh Sunan Ibn Maajah, 2/ 

96, no. 2131.

96 Saheeh Sunan Abi Dawood, 3/859, no. 3797. Saheeh Sunan an-Nasaa’i, 3/982, 

no. 4412.

97 Bukhaari, 4/81, hadith no. 1870. Also narrated by Muslim, 2/994, hadith no. 

1370. This version is narrated by Muslim.
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or when death approaches and the veil is lifted:
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^And those who expect not a Meeting with Us [i.e. those who deny 
the Day of Resurrection and the life of the Hereafter] said: ‘Why are 
not the angels sent down to us, or why do we not see our Lord?’ 
Indeed they think too highly of themselves, and are scornful with 
great pride.
On the Day they will see the angels no glad tidings will there be for 
the Mujrimoon [criminals, disbelievers, polytheists, sinners] that 
day. And they [angels] will say: ‘All kinds of glad tidings are 
forbidden to you.’)> (Qur’an 25:21-22)



The Angels and Man



CHAPTER FOUR
THE AN G ELS AND O TH ER  CREATED  
THINGS

In the previous chapter we discussed the relationship between the angels 
and the sons of Adam. This is not the only matter with which the angels 
have been entrusted. The angels also take care of other matters of the 
universe, things which we can see and things which we cannot see.

We shall limit ourselves to mentioning some of that which has been 
narrated in the texts.

1 - THE BEARERS OF THE THRONE

The Throne is the greatest of all created things. It encompasses the 
heavens and is above them, and the Most Merciful is above the Throne, 
which is borne by eight angels:

^And eight angels will, that Day, bear the Throne of your Lord above

2 - THE ANGELS OF THE MOUNTAIN

There are also angels appointed over the mountains. Allah sent the angel 
of the mountains to His slave and Messenger Muhammad ( 0 )  to ask his 
permission to destroy the people of Makkah. In Saheeh al-Bukhaari and 
Saheeh Muslim it is narrated that‘ Aa’ishah said to the Prophet (jg): “O 
Messenger of Allah, did you ever experience any day that was harder 
than the day of Uhud?” He said, “I suffered a great deal from your 
people, and the worst I suffered from them was the day of ‘Aqabah2,

1 We have already discussed their immense size in the chapter where we discussed 

their attributes and abilities.

A place in Mina (Author).

them.)* (Qur'an 69:17)

2
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when I called Ibn ‘Abd-Yaalayl ibn ‘Abd-Kallaal to Islam, and he did 
not agree to what I was proposing.

So I went away in distress and I did not realize where I was going until I 
reached Qam ath-Tha‘aalib. Then I raised my head and saw a cloud 
which was shading me. I looked and I saw Jibreel in it, calling to me. He 
said, ‘Allah has heard what your people have said to you, and how they 
have responded to you. He has sent the angel of the mountains to you, so 
that you can command him to do whatever you want to them.’

Then the angel of the mountains called me. He greeted me with 
salaams, then he said: ‘O Muhammad, Allah has heard what your 
people have said to you. I am the angel of the mountains. Your Lord 
has sent me to you so that you may give me orders. What do you 
want? If you want I will crush them between Al-Akhshabayn.’3 The 
Prophet ( ii)  said: ‘Rather I hope that Allah will bring forth from their 
loins people who will worship Allah alone, not associating any 
partner with Him.’”4

3 - THE ANGELS WHO ARE APPOINTED OVER RAIN, 

VEGETATION AND PROVISION

Ibn Katheer5 said: “Mikaa’eel is appointed over the rain and vegetation 
from which is created the provision of this world. He has helpers who do 
whatever he commands them to do by the command of his Lord. They 
control the winds and clouds as the Lord wills.”

Among the angels are those who are responsible for the clouds. In 
Sunan at-Tirmidhi it is narrated from Ibn ‘Abbaas that the Messenger 
of Allah ( 0 )  said: “Ar-Ra‘d is one of the angels who is responsible 
for the clouds... He drives the clouds wherever Allah wills.”6 So rain

3 Two mountains in Makkah (Author).

4 Muslim, 3/1420, hadith no. 1795. This version is narrated by him. Also narrated 

by Bukhaari, 6/312, hadith no. 3231.

5 Al-Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah, 1/50.

6 Saheeh Sunan at-Tirmidhi, 3/64, no. 2492.
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may come to one land and not to another, or to one city and not to 
another.

He may be commanded to send rain on one man’s crops, and no one 
else’s, as mentioned in the hadith narrated by Muslim in his Saheeh 
from Abu Hurayrah, according to which the Prophet (3§g) said: 
“Whilst a man was in the open country, he heard a voice in a cloud 
(saying), ‘Send rain on the garden of so and so.’ So the cloud moved 
and poured down its water in a stony area, and one of the channels 
took all that water.

He followed the water and found a man standing in his garden, using a 
shovel to direct the water where he wanted it. He said to him, ‘O slave of 
Allah, what is your name?’ He said, ‘so and so,’ mentioning the name 
that (the first man) had heard in the cloud. He said, ‘O slave of Allah, 
why did you ask me my name?’ He said, ‘I heard a voice in the cloud 
from which this water came, saying, “Send rain on the garden of so and 
so” and it was your name. What do you do with it?’ He said, ‘Because 
you said this, I will tell you. I look at the produce of my garden, then I 
give one-third in charity, feed myself and my family with one-third, and 
I put one third back into the garden.’”7

Whatever the case, the angels are appointed over the heavens and on 
earth. Every movement in the universe stems from the angels, as Allah 
says:

^And by those angels who arrange to do the Commands of their

$And those [angels] who distribute [provisions, rain, and other

Lord.)* (Qur'an 79:5)

blessings] by [Allah’s] Command.)* (Qur'an 51:4)

Muslim, 4/2288, hadith no. 2984.7
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Those who reject the Messengers and disbelieve in the Creator claim that 
it is the stars which do all that, but the ones who do that are the angels, by 
the command of Allah, as He says:

iBy the winds [or angels or the Messengers of Allah] sent forth one 
after another.
And by the winds that blow violently.
And by the winds that scatter clouds and rain.
And by the Verses [of the Qur’an] that separate the right from the 
wrong.
And by the angels that bring the Revelations to the Messengers.^

(Quran 77:1-5)

<{By those [angels] who pull out [the souls of the disbelievers and the 
wicked] with great violence.
By those [angels] who gently take out [the souls of the believers]. 
And by those that swim along [i.e. angels or planets in their orbits]. 
And by those that press forward as in a race [i.e, the angels or stars or 
the horses].
And by those angels who arrange to do the Commands of their Lord, 
[so verily, you disbelievers will be called to account].)*

<tey those [angels] ranged in ranks [or rows].
By those [angels] who drive the clouds in a good way.
By those [angels] who bring the Book and the Qur’an from Allah to

All of these aayaat speak of the angels when they direct the affairs of the 
heavens and the earth.

(Quran 79:1-5)

mankind.^ (Qur'an 37:1-3)



CHAPTER FIVE
W H O  IS S U P E R IO R  - T H E  A N G E L S  
OR THE SONS OF ADAM?

THIS IS AN ANCIENT DISPUTE

Ibn Katheer1 said: “The people differed as to whether the angels are 
superior to mankind* This dispute is mostly to be found in the books of 
the scholars of kalaam (scholastiasm), and the dispute is with the 
M u‘tazilah and those who agreed with them.”

The oldest discussion of this matter that I have come across is what is 
mentioned by Al-Haafiz ibn ‘Asaakir in his Taareekh, where he gives a 
biography of Umayyah ibn ‘Amr ibn Sa‘eed ibn al-‘Aas: “He attended a 
gathering with ‘Umar ibn ‘ Abd al-‘Azeez, with whom there was a group. 
6Umar said: 'There is no one who is dearer to Allah than the good people 
among the sons of Adam,’ and he quoted as evidence the aayah,

\p u  S i'

^‘Verily, those who believe [in the Oneness of Allah, and in His 
Messenger (Muhammad) including all obligations ordered by Islam] 
and do righteous good deeds, they are the best of creatures.’}*

(Qur’an 98:7)

Umayyah ibn ‘Amr ibn Sa'eed agreed with him, but ‘Arraak ibn Maalik 
said: ‘There is no one dearer to Allah than His angels, who are His 
servants in this world and in the Hereafter, and His messengers to His 
Prophets.’ And he quoted as evidence the aayah:

S # ' U iP $ ip  o' % -OM £  (Pj
<|He [Shaytaan] said: ‘Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save 
you should become angels or become of the immortals.’}*

(Qur’an 7:20)

1 Al-Bidaayah wan-Nihaayah, 1/58.
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'Umar ibn 'Abd al-'Azeez said to Muhammad ibn Ka‘b al-Qurazi:
4What do you say, O Abu Hamzah?’ He said, 'Allah honoured Adam by 
creating him with His own hand and breathing into him the soul, making 
the angels prostrate to him, bringing forth from his offspring Prophets, 
Messengers and those whom the angels visit.’

'Umar ibn ‘Abd al-'Azeez agreed with this ruling, and quoted different 
evidence.”

What Ibn Katheer mentioned here about the discussion of 'Umar ibn 
‘Abd al-'Azeez and his companions on this topic shows that Taaj ad- 
Deen al-Fazaari was mistaken when he said: "This matter is one of the 
bid'ahs of ‘Ilm al-kalaam, which was not discussed by the early 
generations of the ummah or by the most knowledgeable of the Imaams 
after them.”2 Indeed, it is reported that some of the Sahaabah discussed 
this matter. 'Abd-Allah ibn Salaam said: "Allah never created any 
creation dearer to Him than Muhammad.” It was said to him, "Not even 
Jibreel and Mikaa’eel?” He said, "Don’t you know what Jibreel and 
Mikaa’eel are? They are two creatures without free will, like the sun and 
moon. Allah has not created any being dearer to Him than Muhammad 

This is narrated by Al-Haakim in his Mustadrak and is rated as 
saheeh by him and Adh-Dhahabi.3

Different views on this matter

The commentator on At-Tahhaawiyyah said that the view attributed to 
Ahl as-Sunnah is that only the righteous sons of Adam and the Prophets 
are superior to the angels. The Mu ‘tazilah say that the angels are better. 
The followers of Al-Ash'ari are of two views; some of them say that the 
Prophets and awliyaa' are superior, and some refrain from commenting 
and do not say anything decisive on the matter. It is reported that some of 
them tended to regard the angels as superior, and this view is also 
narrated from some of Ahl as-Sunnah and some of the Sufis.

2 Sharh a l-‘Aqeedah at-Tahhaawiyyah, 339.

3 See Al-Albaani’s commentary on Sharh al-Aqeedah at-Tahhaawiyyah, Pp. 342.
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The ShVah said that all of the Imaams are superior to all of the angels. 
There are other views on this issue also.

No one whose view carries any weight said that the angels are superior 
to some of the Prophets and not others. It is said that Abu Haneefah (may 
Allah have mercy on him) declined to answer a question on this matter. 
The commentator on At-Tahhaawiyyah (may Allah have mercy on him) 
was also inclined to refrain from making any statement.4

As-Safaareeni said that Imaam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him) 
used to say, “He is mistaken who says that the angels are better.” He 
said, “Every believer is superior to the angels.”

The point of dispute

There is no dispute that the kuffaar and hypocrites are not included in 
this discussion of superiority. They are more astray than the animals:

CThey are like cattle, nay even more astray.l* (Qur'an 7:179)

Discussing who is superior does not mean that we are discussing 
whether the essence of man or the essence of the angels is better. We 
are discussing whether righteous human beings or angels are superior. 
Some people say that the angels are better than the believers, so in 
their case the discussion is whether the Prophets or the angels are 
superior.

The evidence of those who say that righteous human beings are 

superior to the angels

Having described the point of the discussion, we will quote the evidence 
given by those who say that man is superior.

1 - Allah commanded the angels to prostrate to Adam. If he had not 
been superior, He would not have commanded them to prostrate to 
him:

4 Sharh al-Aqeedah at-Tahhaawiyyah, 338.
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{(And [remember] when We said to the angels: ‘Prostrate yourselves 
before Adam.’ And they prostrated except Iblees [Satan], he refused

Some of them said that the prostration was to Allah, and that Adam was 
only a qiblah (direction of prostration) for them. If this was correct, 
Allah would have said, ‘Prostrate yourselves towards Adam’, not 
{{‘Prostrate yourselves before [lit. to] Adam.’i*

If what had been meant was taking Adam as a qiblah, Iblees would not 
have refused to prostrate, and he would not have claimed that he was 
better than Adam, because the qiblah is only a direction, and taking it as 
a qiblah does not mean that it is regarded as superior.

It is true that the angels’ prostration to Adam was an act of worship to 
Allah and obedience to Him, an action by which they drew closer to 
Him. But it was also an act of honour, respect and veneration towards 
Adam.

It is not reported that Adam prostrated to the angels. Adam and his 
descendents are not commanded to prostrate towards anyone except 
Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, because they -  and Allah knows best -  are 
the noblest of all creatures, i.e., the righteous son of Adam are the noblest 
of all creatures. There is no one above the righteous sons of Adam who 
prostrate none but Allah and prostrate with the best prostrations.

2 - Allah says that Iblees said:

This clearly shows that Adam was honoured over Iblees when the latter 
was commanded to prostrate to him.

3 - Allah created Adam with His hand, whereas He created the angels 
by His word.

and was proud.^ (Qur'an 2:34)

^‘See this one whom You have honoured above me.’!*
(Qur’an 17:62)
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4 - Allah says:

<fl will create a vicegerent [khaleefah] on earth.}>
(Qur 'an 2:30 - A. Yoosuf ‘Ali translation)

The one who is a khaleefah is superior to the one who is not a khaleefah. 
The angels asked that they might also become khaleefahs when they 
said,

^Will You place therein those who will make mischief therein and

If being a khaleefah had not been a high status, higher than their own, 
they would not have asked for it and felt envious of the one who had this 
status.

5 - The sons of Adam are superior to the angels in terms of knowledge. 
When Allah asked them (the angels) about the names of things, they 
could not answer and they acknowledged that they did not know 
them, and Adam told them the names. Allah says:

6 - Another indication of man’s superiority is that man’s obedience to
Allah is more difficult, and that which is more difficult to fulfil is 
dearer when fulfilled. Man is inclined towards his physical desires, 
greed, anger and whims, and these things are not present in the 
angels.

7 - The salaf used to narrate ahaadeeth which spoke of the superiority
of righteous human beings over the angels. These reports were 
narrated openly to people. Had this been wrong they would 
have denounced it. This indicates that this was their belief.

shed blood...?}* (Qur'an 2:30)

<{Say: ‘Are those who know equal to those who know not?’}*
(Qur'an 39:9)
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8 - Allah praises them (righteous human beings) before His angels. 
Allah praises His slaves to the angels when they do anything 
that He has enjoined upon them or commanded them to do. 
When they perform an obligatory prayer, He praises them to the 
angels. In Al-Musnad and Ibn Maajah it is narrated from ‘Abd- 
Allah that the Messenger (̂ gfc) said: “Rejoice, for your Lord has 
opened one of the gates of heaven and is praising you to the 
angels. He is saying, ‘Look at My slaves; they have done one 
duty and are waiting for the next.” 5

It is narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger (^£) said: “Allah 
praises the people of ‘Arafaat to the people of heaven. He says to them: 
‘Look at My slaves. They have come to Me dusty and dishevelled (from 
travel).’” Its isnaad is saheeh and it is narrated by Ibn Hibbaan in his 
Saheeh, and by Al-Haakim and by Al-Bayhaqi in As-Sunan.6

Those who regard the angels as superior quote for example the hadith, 
“Whoever remembers Me to himself, I will remember him to Myself, 
and whoever mentions Me in a gathering, I will mention him in a 
gathering better than it.”

They also quote as evidence the fact that there are failings and 
shortcomings among the sons of Adam, and that they make errors and 
commit mistakes. And they quote aayaat such as,

CNor I tell you that I am an a n g e l . (Qur'an 6:50) 

This indicates that the angels are better than humans.

The correct view

The matter may be resolved in the manner suggested by Ibn Taymiyah, 
who said that righteous human beings will be better in the end, when 
they enter Paradise, attain near access to Allah (38:25), dwell in the

5 Saheeh aI-Jaami\ 1/67.

6 Saheeh al-Jaami\ 2/141.
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highest levels, are greeted by the Most Merciful, are brought even closer, 
Allah manifests Himself to them and they have the joy of looking upon 
His Noble Face, and the angels will stand to serve them by the 
permission of their Lord.

But the angels are better at the beginning, for the angels now are closer 
to Allah. They are above the things that the sons of Adam indulge in, and 
they are devoted to the worship of their Lord. Undoubtedly at this point 
their situation is more perfect than that of mankind.

Ibn al-Qayyim said: With this explanation the issue of superiority 
becomes clear and the evidence of both parties is reconciled, and the 
view of each is shown to be acceptable to some extent.7 And Allah 
knows best.

7 For more information on this matter, see: M ajm oo‘ al-Fataawa , 11/350; 

Lawaami’ al-Anwaar al-Bahiyyah, 2/368; Shark a l- ‘Aqeedah at-Tahhaawiyyah, 

338. Suyooti’s book Al-Habaa’ik ft Akhbaar al-Malaa’ik has also been published, 

in which there is a lengthy discussion (Pp. 203-251) o f whether the angels or the 

sons o f Adam are superior.



SYMBOLS’ DIRECTORY

($g) : Subhaanahu wa Ta'aala - “The Exalted.”

(jig) : Salla-Allahu 'Alayhi wa Sallam -
“Blessings and Peace be upon him.”

Ogps) : Alayhis-Salaam - “May Peace be upon him.”

0§^b) : Radi-Allahu ‘Anhu - “May Allah be pleased with him.”

(t^,) : Radi-Allahu Anha - “May Allah be pleased with her.”



GLOSSARY

Al-Ghayb 11

‘Aqeedah oJLaaJI

Al-Mulk cOjii

Al-Qadar J.UJ1

Al-Bayt
al-Ma'moor

‘A teed

Assalamu ‘A lay hum

‘Alaqah IaIp

'Asr

Al-Lawh
al-Mahfooz

Al-Khandaq Jxi-l

Ameen j j \

‘Adn jJLP

Al-Maseeh
ad-Dajjaal

Bayt al-‘lzzah

Bid *ah

: The unseen

: Faith, Creed

Sovereignty

Divine decree, predestination

The much-frequented house; 
Ka‘bah for the angels in the 
heaven above the Ka‘bah in 
Makkah

: Ready

: Peace be upon you

: Clot

Afternoon, time, Afternoon 
prayer

The Preserved Tablet

: The Ditch

Trustworthy

A garden in Paradise

: The Pseudo-Christ; Pseudo
Messiah

The House of Glory

Reprehensible innovation in 
religion, heresy



124 Glossary

Dhikr / j j i

Du ‘aa '

Eemaan

Fajr

Fahshaa'

Haraam r1̂
Hasanah

Iblees

Ihsaan j  L«̂ l

Ilaah

Israa ’ *1^1

lIshaa' ip

Insha’ Allah dJI

Junub

Khaleefah iiJU*

Kiraaman

Kaatibeen

Lahd jJ.

Maalik

Malak duu

Malaa Ik

Rememberance

Supplication

Faith, belief

Dawn, dawn prayer

Evil-deed, illegal sexual 
intercourse, sin, obscene

Prohibited

Good deed

Satan

Perfection, Good 

God, diety 

Night Journey 

Night, Evening prayer 

God willing

In a state of ritual impurity 
following marital relations or 
sensuous dreams.

Vicegerent, Caliph, Deputy

Honourable

Scribes

Niche for the corpse

Owner, name of the incharge 
of Hell

Angel

Angels



The World o f the Noble Angels 125

Mi ‘raaj Ascent of the Prophet to the 
heavens

Mushrik Polytheist

Mudghah A.m.,̂3 a Chewed lump of flesh

Maghrib j*A Sunset prayer, sunset

Mihraab A praying place or a private 
room, niche

Mujrimoon o r  A Sing. Mujrim. Criminals, 
disbelievers, sinners

Nutfah Embryo, mixed discharge 
from male and female

Qareen Constant Companion

Qa ‘eed JLAi Sitting

Qasab Pipes made of gold or pearls 
and other precious stones

Qiblah <JLi Direction of prostration 
during prayer, Ka‘bah

Ridwaan j Name of the angel in charge 
of Paradise

Raqeeb J Watcher

Ruqyah Amulet

Rooh al-Qudus ^-Ull £ jj Archangel Gabriel

Salaam f s - Greetings

Sidrat al-Muntaha Sj-U- The Lotus Tree of the utmost 
boundry over the seventh 
heaven beyond which no one 
can pass
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Sahaabah

Sakeenah

Salaah

Safara '

Tasbeeh

Tawaaf o i  jb

Thiqaat

Taboot O  jj ll

Taloot cj jJLL?

Ummah 4,1

Umm
al-Mu'mineen

ft

‘Uboodiyyah

Wudoo’

Wahy

Zaalimoon

Zuhr

Sing. Sahaabi. The Prophet’s 
Companions

Peace, tranquility

Prayer, (obligatory/optional)

Yellow

To say, ‘Subhaan Allah ’

To go round (the Ka‘bah), 
circumambulation

Sing. Thiqah. Trustworthy

A wooden box, refers to the 
box that contained the relics 
of the Prophet Moses

Qur’anic name for Saul

Nation

The mother of the believers, 
(The Prophet’s wife)

Being a slave of Allah in the 
fullest sense

Ablution (ritual cleansing) 

Revelation

Sing. Zaalim. Wrongdoers 
and polytheists, tyrants

Noon, midday, midday 
prayer



TRANSLITERATION CHART

*
1 a

i S - ' aa

b

O t

0
h or t

(when followed by another Arabic word)

o th

c j

c h

c kh

d

i dh

J r

j z

o * s

t. sh

s

d

J* t
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Ji z

L
4

i gh

f

q

i] k

J 1

r m

0 n

4_ o —ft h

J w

j (as vowel) 00

ci y

^  (as vowel) ee

(Omitted in initial position)

' Fathah a

s' Kasra i

> Dammah u

U/ Shaddah Double letter

0 Sukoon Absence of vowel


