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ALTERNATIVES FOR THE DESTINY OF EUROPEAN
CIVILIZATION

ATHEISM, ORTHODOX CHRI\STIANITY,
THE ISLAM OF JESUS AND OF MUHAMMAD (P.B.U.H.)

The present article intends to examine some of the main
intellectual tendencies which seem to characterise the cul-
tural milieu of the contemporary civilization of the West.'
The burden of its argument is that the ideological conflict
of the present day world,> while apparently pertaining to
a life and death struggle of incompatible opposites, is, never-
theless, unified in its materialistic outlook on life. In fact,
it is this fundamental agreement of a world-view which in
itself is responsible for the character of. this life and death
struggle. Irrespective of the suicidal consequences of this
conflict, this article tries to point out that this materialis-
tic outlook on life is not just a piece of untoward accident,
_ but the natural result of the way Christian Europe has

1. When I use the word West, I wish to refer to the present day civilization -of
Europe as a whole. America and Russia are regarded as off-shoots of tie.
socio-historical forces let loose in the history of Europe since the period of
Renaissance. _ ‘

2.  As manifested in the bitter hostility between world-wide Capitalism and
International Commusism; between political Liberalism on the one hand
and regimented Socialism, Fascism, and Nazism on the other; betwoen
Anarchism and Syndicalism; between the aspirations of the Individual or
the glorification of the State; between racial segregation and human

" equality; between Democracy and Dictatorship; between Disarmament and
‘Proliferation of Atomic Weapons between the theoretical ‘aspirations of
‘Secularism and the persecution of religious minorities; between colonialism
and national scif-determination; between Apartheid and Black Man's
Supremacy, between Zionism and the rights of the people oft Palestine, etc.
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handled, or mishandled, the essentially unadulterated tea-
chings of Jesus)® and the way it has resisted an open-mined
evaluation of the beautiful teachings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (P.B.U.H)* Since the teachings of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) came to confirm the
teachings of Moses and of Jesus as well as those of the
other Prophets of God, it is high time that the West honestly
exposes itself to an unprejudiced evaluation of the claims
of the teachings of Muhammad (P.B.U.H.).

If, within the eourse of half a century, the human race,
having been forced: to suffer the shock of two World Wars,
still continues to be confronted, not only with a long-drawn
cold war,’: but with the looming. spectre of an unprece-
dented Armageddon of International Ballistic Missiles; if the
successive experiments of the League of Nations :and the
United - Nations Organization, with their vested  interests
and veto ‘powers, have been the instruments more of pious,
illusory hopes than the: actual realization of the world-wide
desire  for -Peace; if . the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights is a. promise more honoured in its breach than in
its proper fulfilment, it:is high time to inquire whether the
standards we have been setting up for our civilization have
been as propitious as we have believed them to be.

For the first time m human history, States have come
into being, which not only preach atheism but ruthlessly
impose it on their own people;. which not onlyf authori-

3. The ptesent wnte: hopes Insha Allah. to trace out the dlffeunt stages in the
. development of; this materialistic outlook in a:separate article. -
4, The initials ‘PBUH” shall be placed within brackets immodiately . after the
name of ithe Holy . Prophet. Muhammad {PBUH).as abbreviation for the
. .waords (Peace be upon him). o
5., . The cold war between Communistic Russ1a and Capltahmc America has
not heewqmte so.cold, either. The world has equally witnessed, after the
Second World War, the blazing flames of localised warfare in Korea,
Greece, Hunguy, Viet Nam, India-Pakistan, Pakistan-Bangla Desh, Arab-
Imel Labanon, Turks and Greeks in Cyprus, Angola, Eritrea, Philppines etc.
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tatively establish the atheistic way of life® within their
own frontiers, but carry on an international struggle to
force it upon the rest of the world. Parallel to this, in the
theistic world, God has been forced to?abdica,te in favour
of a Secular State, for the Theocracy, “the Kingdom of
God”’ with which Christian Europe has been makmg several
successive experiments since the time of Constantme the -
Great until the Russian Revolution of October, 1917 has,
in each case,” turned out to be, not so much ‘the ng-
dom of God on earth,” as much as the dommatlon of extre-
mely intolerant and thoroughly aggressive sectanan pnests
whose theory of salvation in this and the other world has
always been linked up with the authority and control of a
particular Church. The word “Theorcracy”, therefore, in
_the cultural context of Christian Europe, has come to be
associated with a repugnance which does not seem to be
shared by words like.‘democracy”,® “autocracy,”® ‘‘aris-
tocracy’,'® “plutocracy”,'! “oligarchy”,'? or “dlctatorshrp
of the proletariat”. Hence, that section of the human race
which does, today, profess some kind of theism, shies away
from the use of the phrase “Kingdom of God.”! * Lip-service
continues to be paid to some god, but the One and the Only
True God of the Universe, to Whom each separate human
being is personally accountable for all his actions, is safely
ignored in personal, social as well as state affairs. Times out
of number, it shall be seen that the worship of the god of
one’s own self, with all one’s desires, whims and prejudices is

6. This phrasc can reasonably be equated with the word “religion”.

7. Control of the Church under Byzantine emperors, sometimes in favour of
Arianism, sometimes in favour of the Ahtanasian creed; the Holy Roman
Empire, Calvinistic theocracy in Switzerland; the Moravians and the Wal-
denses in Europe; the Puritan commonwealth in England and in New
England; the role of Jesuits in Counter—Reformation, the Anabaptists etc.

8.  Government of the demos=the populace;

9. Absolute supremacy of an individual;

10. Government of thec privileged class;

11. = Government of the wealthy.

-12. Government of a few. ot

13. Though Jesus devoutly prayed for it to be realized wrthm this world,
imploring *“Thy will be done, as it is in Heaven”.
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allowed to run riot with one’s own saciety, or is allowed to
be expanded into local, racial or national gods which bring
about widespread havoc in the international field.

The socio-cultural context of Christian Europe presents
the sad spectacle of a s1tuatxon in which controversy in
religion led to a controversy about religion. People, accus-
tomed only to one kind of religion, but duped for a long
while by false theories, started questioning whether religion
ever had any relevance to human affairs at all. Since, across
the course of centuries in Europe, Christian religion was
taught to be considered the best of religions, once the Chris-
tian religion had been laid aside as inadequate or as irre-
levant, the vacuum created by the displacement of religion
led the people to make experiments with a large series of
isms.' ¢ :

The successive expenmentatlon of a large variety of all-
embracmg, socio-economic, cultural systems as well as the
contemporaneous trial of divergent and, very often, mu-
tually contradictory 1deolog1es,‘ S only demonstrates the
urgent, underlying need for a thoroughly comprehensive, a
permanently stable and a properly balanced solution of
human problems. The oscillations between the contrasting
poles of tradition and change, individual and society, liberty
and control, democracy and dlct.atorshlp, freedom of enter-

14. It is significant to note that people so much believed Christianity to be
the best possible religion, that they did not consider it worth while to
turn to any other religion. They preferred their isms.

15. The modern world has been, and still is, divided in its loyalty betwecn
different alternatives for social orders Capitalism, Communism, Socialism,
Fascism, Nazism, " Syndicalism, Anarchism, Imperialism, Colonialism,
Nationalism, Intcrnationalism, Eastemn type of Democracy or Western
type of Democracy, Democracy and Dictatorship; Constitutional or
absolute Monarchy; Republicanism or Benevolent Monarchy or Bene-
volent Dictatorship; Economic Autarky and European Common
Market; Control over proliferation of Atomic Weapons but lack of equal
International Inspection; Industrialisation and Prescrvation of the Natural
Environment; Profession of Secularism with a Persecution of Religious
Monorities, ¢.g. in North Ireland, in India, in Cyprus, in Thailand, in
Ph’ilippincs.

)
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prise and regimentation, reveals a state of irresohution in the
‘society as a whole. While it shows the pbotnson, the vigour
and the ingenuity of the European mind to dnseover ever
new -alternatives for their social problems, which go on
becoming ever more complicated lstheaeqe\vsolnhomm
put to trial, it equally shows that the’Christianity they so
much profess to believe in, has been incapable of providing
that healthy social equilibrium which would answer the
physical, the moral and the spiritual neéds of thé human
society; that perfect individual and social integration of all
kinds of human resources which: is suggested by the desire = -
for the Kingdom of Heaven.'® Human ingenuity has had
to enter into its proper, though imperfeet, role only after the
operations of the divine direction hive been found wanting.
'How and why this has come aboutmbcthesubjectefﬂns
' arhcle

In ordertobrhg outclwlyth‘lﬁectsotthe”dkto-'
" rtion otthetewhinpo!Ménﬂlemlmld,andthe

cultivation of an agelong ‘prejudicé-against an open-minded
evaluation of ‘the teachings of the Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H.)
on the other,. this article will first trace out, in brief, the
course of .the development of the orthodox Christian
creed!” in collaboration-with the State-enforced organiza-
tion of the: Christian” Churek“ ‘and ‘subsequently ‘invite

16. Compuemhwlthﬂwuudmatﬁmdamﬂle&mcutofm

eonﬂictsorncmhndlmrenat,nomuunofmelﬂhncommmity
ﬂnnksthatﬁetewhingoftheﬂolyhophetluhmpmd(?&Uﬂ)isnot
to be taken-as a.whole, or that it dogs not provide & perimanent solution
for sl problems of humsn:éxistence in-all welks ef life. The Muslims are,
therefore, ready to face the clnllwofﬂemtedmlogywﬂh perfect
oquanimity. In fact, tho West ‘will itself:gain by shoving aside its age-dong
mejudhemdwmwmlﬂhmwwtoﬁeuﬂmpof

: -the Holy Prophet of Islam (PBUH).

17. - An sttempt is made to-distingwish, here, ﬁletuchinpofmmmulf‘

.+ 1+ from the teachings of the Christian Church sbout Jesas. .

18. The panliel of the State-enforced philosophy of dimlectical mﬁxlhm

; inComunktRuﬁaandﬂwcnedoﬁhompmyofﬁeArynncein

" Nazi Germany suggests itself. Empemhgiﬁnaﬂy'bo.tﬁShb

enforced creeds jn the twentieth century also. :
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attention.to the way the. Chutch prevented an access to the
teachings of lIslam, including the prevemtion of a popular
awareness of the Gospel of St.Barnabas. This article will be

‘concluded with an elucidation of the essentially universal

" teachings of Islam, an explasation of the purpose of revela-
tion by means of Prophets, of whom Jesus was one, and

Mubammad (P.B,U.H.) the last. It was not without signifi-

cance, therefore, that the forthcoming advent of Muhammad

(PBU. H) had been so appwprhtely foretold by Jesus

himself.

Itis not themtentlon of‘*thu writer to attaek or even

to show disrespect, to:the religious: conviction of his Chris-

“tian friends. But, believing a3 he does '° in the religious

mission of Jesus a8 a Prophet of Allah (who, in all humi-
lity, prayed and workad for the establishment of the King-

dom of God on earth and who anticipated and announced

the arrival of the “ruler of the world” in the person of

Mubammad after him,*° the present writer is led to empha-

sise a difference between the agtual and historically verifiable

teachings of Jesus himself as a person®! and the teachings
of the present-day ortbodox Chmtnmty about -the person

of Jesus. .

19. :muumhumtmuammmmmumy of the Gmacter,

. fupction and mosege ﬁﬂWdGﬁ Coming from the Same
Source, the Crestor, the Sustaindt,.the Sovereign of the Universe, they
reveal the Word of God to Man. It is through following them, and them
plone (each one of them during his incumbency), that one can be assured
ofha\'iuwontlwpm:mcofGod 'IheHolyQummakuafomight

_ pronouncement
‘Lo! this y: ous and I am your Lord, so worship
Me!”

. ga"i ‘. 4 . (al-Quran 31:92)
"20. '“The Holy Bible, St. u‘%’ ”‘ d

21. Smmmmmwumofmemdulpoﬂmnm-
a0t extant at all, one is perforce, led to piece together evidence from what
is now regarded as the Biblical canon om. the one hand, anid from the

. ‘kmwn&cuofhhwyoonoenmpmonsmpwndiffmtinm-

. ptehhontoﬂm&whhpoﬂauthmﬂuomnownmepwduorﬂ\odox. .
On its own nierits, at least the plausibility of this expianation is as valid
as the official creed of today. But tif§ relationality of the explanation on
theonehandmdthepmchmtﬂonofﬂwtmthwhicheamethrough
Muhamnnd(PBUH)oonﬁrmsit .
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The essential teachings of Jesus which are in harmony

with the teachings of the Holy Prophet can be summarised
as follows: :

22

23.

(1) that there is only ONE GOD((AL_L;AH), _tzh‘e Creator,

the Sustdiner, The Sovereign of the entire Uni-

 verse, Who must be obeyed and worshipped

~ without any associate. Jesus and Muhammad both
servants, slaves of Allah.2?

(2) that it is through Hls Prophqts (ox Mesengers)
- that Allah‘s Word is revealod, to _mankind. Since
Allah is at one and. the same, time the Creator and
Sustainer of the world of ‘na;vre and the Source
of the Word of God, e TS TS there
is a natural harmony between the Word of God
and the Works of God, $0. that he who obeys the
 Word of God?? equlps lnmaejf with the means to
~ realize the potentmh_'z ‘of his existence. The

: Word of God, reveales tl;:ough His. Prophets, -
thus constitutes the real gource of human gui-
dance as well as the proper criterion of civilized
behaviour. Allah’s' Prophets become the models
of good human actiofi and the blessings of this
world and the Hereafter are received only through
following the teachings of ‘God recelved through

these Ptophets

CF

(3) that man is :;ccountable for all hls deeds and
misdeeds, which he will render an account for,
on the Day of Judgment

Acts 4 27,30; 3 13; Mark 10.18 “Why do you can me good. No one is
good but God alorne. ’

One must carefully dlssocute this word fmm the lmplicatlons of the
Neo-Platonic “Logos. * -

http://kotob.has.it
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- Jesus and Muhnmmad both were prophets** and no
more. But, as Prophets: they had ‘a great mission to fulfil.
Jesus not only foretold about the arrival of Muhammad,?
he even said that there shall be no Prophet after the Holy

Prophet ‘Muhammad (P.B.U.H.). Jesus as a Prophet never
claimed any glory unto himself.’ 14" :

The dlfference ‘between the actual teachings of Christ
‘and the teachings of Christianity will be better appreciated
if we undertook a brief exantinatitn’of the development of
the present-day orthodox Christian creed®’ and marked out .
its growth through a variety of ‘¢onflicting enunciations,
showing that thé different versions of the creed had had to
be enforced throngh an obpf&we organization of the
Christian Church on’the one’ hand and through the council
and authority of devout Byzantine or Roman emperors,
“on the other.?® Since the Byzanﬁne or Roman Emperors,
on their part, were eager to unify the people, they were
equally eager to unify the’ ‘Gﬁﬁrch’ and were, therefore,
t"mdmg it convenient to nnpbse a ﬁgorous conformlty with
the views defined by several, sncc'esswe council. of bishops.?®

24.  As regards the role of Jestis as a Proplfet St. John 9:17 ‘makes a specific
- mentiosi that Jesus was considered Ptophvt“ When Jesus says, “As long
- as I am. in the worid, 1 am the light; ¢f/the world’, (John :9,5), the
cmphasis on the italicised pharase is important, because when Jesus is no
“longer in the world, it shall be the turn of Mubammad (PBUH):
‘O Prophict! ‘Lo! 'We havie sent thee as a witnéss' and a bringer of good
tidings and a warher. And as a summoner unto Allah by His permission,
and as a lamp that giveth light.” (al-Quran, 30:45-46).
' d
oSl G Ks8It 5 ;wm’a&-m

20, See page 24 of this book.

26 John 8 50. 'l do not s.-. vk my ‘own glory.” .

27. ie. the ideas about Trii:; n) Incarnation and Atonement.

28. CI. the role of Constantine the Great, Constans and Constantius with
respect to the controversy regarding Arianism, or the role of Theodosius I
concerncing the controversy between Eutychianism and Nestorianism.

29. Cf. the character of debates and definitions in their progress through the
Council of Nicaea (325 A.C.) the First Council of Constanitinople (381);
the Council of Ephesus, (431) the Council of St. Flavian, Patriarch of
Constantinople, (448). the Robber Synod (449); the Council of Chalcedon
(451), Second Council of Constantinople (553); the Third Council of -
Constantinoplc (680) and the Synod called by Photius in 867 which was i

http://kotob.has.it
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What these councils debated and how they managed to come
to their conclusions would be sufficient to convince us that
the present day creed is only a much later, progresively de-
veloping accretion supenmposed on the actual teachings of
Jesus Christ.

The New Encyclopaedia Brittanica says that Creeds
(6> “do not divide Islam into clearly marked confe-
ssional groupings. or denominations such as exist in Chris-
tianity”” ° “In Christianity.....there are over 150 officially
recognized creeds and confessions. In part this is because the
church was from the beginning, doctrinally oriented, makmg
the acceptance of a specific kerygma (proclamatlon) a con-
dition for membershlp ? the same. Encyclopaedla further
says ‘creeds were variable in, wordmg and content and only
gradually became standardized.”! :

As regards the Apostles’ Creed t.he above mentloned
‘authority clearly states that “the mgh century legend that
the Twelve Apostles were its authors is without foundation.
Not until the 8th century is it quotcd in its prasent wor-
ding. M3

Very early in the history of Christianity, there was a
group known as the Ebionites who were regarding Jesus as
a Prophet of God..According to Origen®® there were two
groups of this sect of the Ebionites: the Judaxc Ebionites

questioning the intended addition of the ‘filioque" clause in the Creed by
the Pope of Rome. It was not until the Council of Chalcedon (451) that
a Definition that Jesus is both true God and true man was forthcommg,,
and not until the Third Council of Constantinople (680) that a separate
‘ will and operation was officiully recognised in: each of the natures of Christ.

30. The New Encyclopaedw Brittanica, Macropaedia, Vol. V, 15th edn., p.244.

31.  ibd,

32. ibid. )

33.  Origen, 185?7-254?, reputed Christian scholar. He atterpted to synthesize
the fundamental principles of Greek philosophy, particularly those of
Neoplatonism and Stoicism, with. the Christianity of crecd and Scripturc,
$0 as to prove the Christian view of the universe to be compaublt with
Grceek thought.
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and the -@tiostic Ebionites. “The Judaic Ebionites held
closely to Mosaic law and regarded Jesus as a miracle-wor- =~
king prophet and St. Paul as an apostate”®* Similarly, the

Gnostic Ebionites believed Christ to be a Spirit, invisible
to men, and gave him the title “Prophet of Truth”.

 The presence of ‘these groups of Ebionites would indi-
cate that inspite of attempts at the transformation of Jesus’s
teachings, there were persons ‘who: continued to regard him
as‘a Prophet.? S - Afterwards, St. John wrote his Gospel with a
,view td develop the idea of the incarnation of Logos. He
" is, therefore, a Christian apologist  before the Hellenistic
world He represetits the typical attitude of those Christians
who are eager to satisfy the pagans of Rome, Greece and
Egypt, that the message of Christ is meaningful also for them.
As Christianity continued to be a persecuted religion until
the Edict of Milan (313), the Christians could not afford the
leisure of entering into ‘a‘ contrtwersy concerning the ques-
tion ‘whether Jesus should be more appropriately regarded
as'a Prophet or as a son of God. Nevertheless, we can discover
several attempts at repudiating the idea of Incarnation or
the idea of the divinity of Jesus. Marcion (flourished c. 144),
and his followers known as Marcionites, rejected the real
incarnation of 'Clirist. Theodotians, a small sect formed
c. 190 by Thebdotius, (which:lasted until the end of the
fourth century), taught that Jesus was a man, who became
Christ only after his baptism.*¢ Paul of Samosata held that
Jesus was a man and received the Christ as a power from
God at a later time. The Paulicians (between the third and
the seventh century) had rejected “sacraments, images, the
Cross and much of the Bible. Some consider them a survival

34.  Columbia Encyclopaedia, p. 586, under “Ebionites” [talics mine,
35. Cf. the following verse of the Bibel which establishes that Jesus in his
own time was being recognized as a Prophet:

" *And when he cntered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, ‘Who is
this?” And the crowds said, “This is thc prophet Jesus from Nazareth of
Galilee.” (Matthew 21:10-11)

36. A concept which was later used by Monarchism and Adoptionism.
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_of early Christianity.”®” Aetius (d. 367), a Syrian theolo- .
gian and his disciple Eunomius (c. 335-393?) a Cappadocian
theologian, wanted strictly to stick to monotheism. They
were not prepared to recognize Jesus as the son of God.
Eunomius held that the essential attribute of God is that
He has no origin, whereas the Son, begotten and created
out of nothing, is unlike the Father in having an origin. It .
is interesting to remember, in this case, that Eunomius was
a ‘bishop (having been made a bishop, c. 361, of Cyzicus),
though he was frequently in trouble and repeatedly exiled
when Theodosius restored orthodoxy. The clause in the
Nicene creed which contains the words “Son of God, bego-
tten of the Father before all the worlds,” was probably
inserted as a conscious denial of the Anomoean stand.
(Eunomius’ followers were called Anomoeans) 3% Eino-
mius had reJected even the Semi-Arian compromise formula
that the Son is like the Father. Compare the verse of the

Holy Quran p
s :,/ 925, Xy v
T‘,‘.b‘s QKJ»’ P
And there is none comparable to Him. (112:4).
"The development of the present day orthodox Chris-
tlanity, however, is different from the dlrectlon of the
teachmg of Jesus. Alexandria had been the centre of Helle-
nism, Gnostlclsm and neo—Platomsm. Once St Paul had
chosen to translate the Synac word whlch meant, “Abd” -
9+ in Arabic into the word“Son 39 sufficient scope
was prov1ded for extendmg 1ts lmphcatlons in terms either
of Logos or of incarnatioR, in aceordance with the anthro- _
pomorphic tendency of the Greeks.*® This resulted in a
37. . Columbia Encycilopaedia, under “Paulicians” p. 1499.. .
38. - From Greek anomoion = unlike).
39. The word has equally been translated as ‘slave” and servant" and the
..+ .. word ‘son’ has been used in the gospel; for persons other than Jesus also.
40... - “By the time of Homer, Greek religion had assumed an anthropomorphic
form that is to say the powers of nature had been conceived-in the sem-
blance of men and women, with the needs, desires and failings of mankind.”
.. Cf. the jmages of Hercules, Zeus, Venus,gtc. Cf. also Euhemerus’s expla-
.~ nation, that the “gods of mythology had their origin in kings or heroes
- defied by those whom they had ruled over or beneﬁted. (Harvey, Oxford
Companion lo Classical Literature, p.358, and 1700
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number of attempted definitions concerning the nature of
‘Christ in his relationship with the Father, in his relationship
with human beings, and in the nature of the Father’s*!
relationship with human beings. Gibbon tells us how at the
end of the first century, St. John, the fourth evangelist
“gave a Christian 'interpi'etation to the Platonic cosmology*?
he revealed that Jesus Christ was the incarnation of Plato’s
Logos, or Reason, which had been with God from the begi-
nning. This eternal relationship between the Logos and the
Father was now disputed by Arius. Arianism, which was
to last until the time of Theodoric and Clovis, became a
major faction in the Christian world.”* 3

The main contention of Arianism was that it refused .
_to recognize Jesus as either “eternal or equal with the Father. ’
By the time Constantine the Great had become the emperor,
he found that the Christian world was divided in its loyalty
between the Arian and the Athanasian interpretation of the
creed. He therefore convened the Council of Nicaea in 325
to have the matter settled. It is not possible in a short article
to cover the long Christological controversies that spread
over centuries to arrive at an acceptable formula®* regarding
the character of the Trinity. Suffice it to say that it was not
until the First Council of Constantinople in 381 that the
so-called Nicene creed was composed (325). Once it had
been accepted that Jesus was the “son” of God, the Chris-
_ tian world continued to fight on issues such as the following;
4. In narrating the Christian’s point of view, I am perforce cbmpelled to use
the terminology employed by them. I-ask God’s forgivencss for using a
terminology so meaningless to me.
42. It could, with a greater amount of fairncss, be said that St. John offcrcd
. a Platonic and a nco-Platonic interpretation to the teachings of Christ, and
distorated these teachings in the process.
43.  Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman Emplre an abridg-

ment by D.M.Low, Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, Middlesex, (Chatto
and Windus) 1960, p. 311. - : z
44 Even then it has not been quite ‘acceptable °, as will be seen in the follow-
: ing pages. It was only acceptable to a set.of bishops who were installed or
deposed for réasons other than one's loyalty to the pursuit of Truth, or
the teachings of Christ himself. It was intended to be ‘acceptable” only
; inits capacity to reconcile certain warring factions.
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whether Jesus was ‘of the same substance as God, or of a
similar or like substance; of the same nature or similar nature;
was he a man at all; if man, how could he be God, if God
how could he be man; was he born a God or born a man;
/if he was born a man, how could the Virgin Mary be consi-
-dered “the Mother of God;: did he have single nature or
two natures; if he was combmmg in his person two natures,
did he have one will or two: wills. The controversies which
centre rqund the so-called heresies* 5 are actually the debates
concerning these issues getting further complicated with
the involvement of a large variety of vested interests of the
bishops, arehblshops and emperon.

It_ is, therefore, important to examine the role the
bishops were supposed to play in the definition of the creed.
How they were appointed, deposed, exiled, or persecuted
. to suit the triumph of one or another opinion may not, at
present, be pursued. Their significance, however, both in
“the organisation of the Chuzch and in the deﬁmtion of creed,
’may be noticed. :

The missionary work of the Christian Church was
originally undertaken by the apostles, who set up a kind of
travelling ministry. But w Churches of Christian
communities:in various citiegtf the Empire, such as Corinth,
Ephesus, Thessalonika, and Rome.* ¢ By the second century

. of the Christian era, the travelling ministry of the apostles
had come to an end. Christendom had come to be organized
into local churches, each of them being superintended by
a bishop.*” The Bishop had thus come to be regarded as the
apostles’ representative and the embodiment of the Faith.
R.H .C. Davis says that

48. Apolinuhmsm Momrdlhnhm, Adoptionism, Ssbellianism, Anamsm
*+ . Estychianism, Nestorianism, Monophysitism, l(o.otheﬁﬁcmew.
46. = vide the Episties of St. Paul. '
47. }l‘be word ‘bishop” is am Anglo-Saxon moﬁuﬁou (bbmp biscop) of
: the Latin word episcopus derived from Groek episkopos (epi=overt+skopos
inspector) _ ¢

http://kotob.has.it



\

14

the significance of the bishop’s position was due to the
" fact that many churches were founded by the apostles
before the four Gospels were written.*® The early

Church's teayhing, therefore, could not be founded

exclusively o Holy Writ.  Bven after the Gospels had

‘been written hey were not considered superior to the
- living traditipn of the Church, since they were simply
- attempts to put the tradition into writing, and there

was no ofﬁcml Canon af Scnptures in the West tell

382.. ,

. I L ol : . st
It was, ﬂlerefore, a matter of ‘real importance that a
bishop should have!received oral instruction in the
Faith from a recognized -authority, such as one of the
‘apostles or their .pupils.. The ‘apostolic succession’
was: not a formula but a livmg reahty and anecesslty a4

‘ One must, therefore, :emember that the controversy
regarding the nature of the creed is being undertaken by
these successors of the apostles. They are not philosophers -
or laymen but properly ordained priests, bishops and arch-
bishops from  Jerusalem, :Antioch, Alexandria, Constanti-
nople and Rome who are disputing among themselves howito
define the mission®® of Chxist annd how to mould the opi:
nion .and- practices of the Christians, This dispute,:further,
is carried over centuries and spiritisal issues: are settled and
unsettled by these divinely ‘inspired‘ agents in su¢h a way

4%/ “According ‘to Sif’ “Frodetic Keriyon, the sitiest of them, St. Maik™s, would
: have been written; ¢. 65 A C..and theldten. St John’ac 95 A C:Others;
4 would date them later still.
49. RH C.Davis, A Hm‘ory of Med;eval Europe, London, Longman ] Green
" and Co., 1958, 69-70.

50. Jesus himself defines his mission in the followihg words: T tmust pieach
the good news of the kmgdom of God to other cnties also; for 1 was sent
vt . for this purpose”. . - - (Luke 4:43).
Further, when: a peréon, eager to hnm mote about etermal fife addressed
Jesus as ‘Good Master °, lesus refused to-take any credit'or:any glory to
.~ himself. Heknevwliewglory was due. So he sald- | “Why cellest thou me
-good? there is none good but one, that is, God - but if thou wilt enter into

. life, keep the commandments.” Matthew 19.16-19 . e
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that they are always “half-settled.” The methods employed
to settle these issues calls for yet further exploration and
makes it obvious how continuously and consistently these
official agents of orthodox Christianity have been divinely
ordained.’ !

The First Council of Nicaea (325) was the first ecu-
menical Council convened by Constantine the Great to
solve the problems raised by Arianism. The Council adopted
as a test of faith a formula based on a simple baptismal
creed presented by Eusebius of Caesarea; this was not how-
ever the misnamed Nicene creed. The formula included the
word “homoousion” (Con-substantial) used concerning the
Son and the Father. The word, suggested by Hosius of
Cordoba, the president of the Council, became the touch-
stone of orthodoxy and the bugbear 6f Arianism®? for it
established the divinity and the equality of the Son in the
Trinity. After the Council of Nicaea h d defmed its creed,

- St. Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem after . was exiled three

times for his objection to the dommant Arxamsm, but stead-
fastly joined St. Basil the Great in trymg to unite the Church
on the teaching that Christ is like 'thé father in substance
(homoiousianism). His Catechetzcal ‘Lectures present an
exposition of the 4th century doctrine whxch he favours.
He even has his comments in favour of transubstantiation.
St. Cyril may have been the ultimate author of the Nicene
creed ‘While, St. Cyril and St. Basil the Great, may, thus,
have ‘been honestly motlvated to defend the creed arrived
at the Couticil of Nicaea, the "Arians who were not willing
to recogmse the dmnity Of Chnst had to take recourse,

51, Ido not wish tocutngenctdupmionwmthebi&opsofams-

5.

‘Hanity, - there were, - certainly, quite ‘a few sincerely desirous of maintai-
" ning-their honest position a4 ‘tegards the :oredd. But the:cteed; once for- -
_ - mulated, in & fashion away ftormthe tuchinp of Christ, was tieating diffi-
- ;cultm. 20 honest man could have uﬁ!y sobved. I homesr-men; however,
W were anged. oW either side without & “proper Menme bwk to the genume
:utho:ity’_mmm were going fo be worse. . -_
AM Bad: “disclaimed ‘the use of any t,ﬁmu or. deﬂqiﬁom which
- cuuﬁ m”befnundinﬂteScﬁptures : (Gibbon op: | cit p.313)."
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first, to their practice of Chnstamty as they believed it
to be true, and secondly to the Tikely influence they could
exercise over the emperor. The involvement of the em-
pperor, in the controversies of the Church, through this and
subsequent Councils, t‘urther complicated the issues.. =~

The very character of the conflict as camed on among
__the bishops, the tactics employed to secure the manage-
ment or control of these bishoprics or patriarchates, the
strategy used to gain a majority of vates at different coun-
cils or Synods, the manoeuvyres adopted to carry the sym-
pathy of the masses,®? and the: cunning exercised to mani-
" pulate the will of the emperor®* would, each one of them,
have very little connection with the kingdom of God, so
piously and so sincerely preached by Jesus. As it is not
possible to describe all this in detail in such a short article
as this, a few illustrations would suft'xce

In 428 A. cC., Nesténus, an abbot of Antioch, who
had been appomted the patnarch of Constantinople, opposed
the use of the title “Mother of God” for the Virgin Mary.
His argument was that while the Father “begot” Jesus as
God, Mary bore hlm as a man. St. Cyril, the patriarch of
Alexandna took a stand agamst this position. Hence in 431
was convened the Councll of Ephesus by Theodosius I and
Valentlman III L

Adherents of both partxes came, St. Cyril of Alexan-
,drla had behmd him the’ clergy and laity of most of the
i I,Chnstendom, whﬂe Nestonus ‘was backed by Theo-

53, _vide., tlw epction q! tne W;M favous .of the Patmxch of
=t Alexandris, ss given in Muhammad Abu’ Az:hn, Muhadharat ﬁ al-Nas-
77 raniah, Matbes Yusuf 1385 A.H,1966 A.C.,p. 148. .

54, - Constantine who called and influenced. the votes in the. Council of Nicaea,

- .did not begpme. s Christian uniil sbout the time of his death; and at that

: <mbwuhapundbymmabm
, lftheBmworComt-uludhmwmombyAﬂundu,thaEmpemr
" ~Constanting. was siding wlﬂtthe AM (vide, Gihbon op. cit., pp. 348
”"4—328)__ ‘
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dosius ‘and the Antiochene hierarchy. Fhe council,
late in starting, was opened by St. Cyril before the
* Antiochene bishops arrived. It anathematized Nestonus
and his views. The Antiochenes arrived and, accusing
Cyril of deliberately rushing the vote, deposed him.
Soon afterward the papal legates amved and the council
reconvened, reaffirmed its positldn, and. excommuni-
cated the Antiochenes. The controvexsy continued
until Theodosius held a’ hearing at Chalcedon between .
the disputants. He exiled Nestorius and ordered the
- consecration of a new patrigrch of 'Constantinople,
and the council broke up. Its chief dogmatic pronoun-
cement was that from the very words of the Nicene
~creed it follows that Mary may be called the Mother
af God,......5*

Thxs is loglc mductzo and abmrdum. Once the Nicene
creed has been taken to be orthodox, whatever follows
from its words must be true. What f6Hlows'ftom the words
of the Scriptures, nobody seemed to kno'w, Yor t!ge ‘authen-
ticity of the S8criptures themselves’ céﬁﬁl ‘e’ gemiinely
doubted

2 An equally nlhumnatmg mmﬂe 6‘f the thanner in wluch
the orthodox creed passed: throughthe stages of different
formulations is offered by thestory éfEu’fychﬂq(c 37&-452),
the- sponsor of Eutyeh:anism (the msc ﬁhw of Monophy |
stitn). Eutyehés. . : |

'f*‘was the. leader in Constant:mopie of the most violent'

' opponents of Nestorianism, Mong,whaih was Dio-,f'

~deurus, successor to'8t. Cyril #s parts An-.
.- drix. Whetess Cyrit hid ‘agreed with joch
“*in 433 that Christ ‘Had " two ‘nitiires, Eixtyc
Bxéscurus inwted thtt (‘.‘«!ltimts3 i orb
- EECEE 3 5,: SER
55.’[ ‘The Columbw Bncyclopaedis, New York, cmnu Univcﬂlty r;...,
. .p-624, under . ‘Ephésus, Councll o€,
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~ in his divinity and that to accept two natures at all
was - Nestorian, When Theodoret attacked Eutychia-
nism- (44.7), Dioscurus retaliated by anathematizing
him, ‘and . Emperor Theodosius “II, who was friendly
to Eutychianism, confined Theodoret to his diocese
-, (448). But Eutyches was accused of heresy-and deposed
by a council called by St. Flavian, partriarch of Cons-
_ tantinople (Nov. 448), Eutyches .appealed to his
~ friends and Theodosius called a council to meet at
Ephesus, Aug, 1, 449. This, the famous Robber Synod
(Latrocmmm) was disgraceful from the beginning.
Dioscurus presided and disenfranchised most of the
clergy inimical to Eutyches. The “Council” reinstated
*Eutyches, declared him orthodox, and deposed Flavian
and Eutyches’ accuser, Eusebius. Flavian denied the
council’s authority; the papal legates denounced the
cil’s proceedings. The soldsery, called in by Dios-
~ curus, compelled an affirmative vote; Flavian was im-
_ prisoned . and died of rough handling by the members
.of the “synod”. The legates barely escaped. Theodoret
and the patriarch of Antioch were doposed »s-6 ~

The Council of C‘halcedon (451) whlch tried to nght
the wrongs. of the Robber Synod, had to wut for the death
o! lhq emperor Theodosius (450) hefore such wrongs could

tified. It was at this Council, i.e. the Council of Chal-

(451), that the Defimtion of the orthodox position
was formulated, which makes the second Person of the
- Trinity, both true God and true man; his divine and human
natures were now believed to be- distinct without confu-
sonandmanbl ummdtpmmonepemn.lt
had, thus, takenmorethanfomhundudymafter.lems
to define, metmvably,thg 4,_mmnandyet,the
deﬁmtum was not thorough ougm_.«le‘w;{u again raised the
issue of the smg'le nature of God, and #herefore, of desus
(smce, by now “Jesus had th God). Hence,

36, Tie Cobembia, Encyclopaedis; 1 41, under Eutyches”
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the Monophysites challengéd the orthodox ¢reed of Chalcedon
and believed that in Jesus Christ there were not two natntes,
but one.

In the East, the Council of Chalcedon was declared
invalid (c. 476) by the emperor........ and the Pope
_excommunicated the East for abrogating the Council of
Chalcedon. The schism- ended in’ 519 when Emperor
Justin I enforced the creed of Chalcedon.®? '

Yet, there was ground for further controversy. Mono-
theletism (Gr. = one will), a 7th century opinion had to be
‘condemned as heretical by the Third Council of Constanti-
nople in 680A.C This doectrine, by declaring that Christ
operated but with one will, although he had two natures,
opposed the intent of the Council of Chalcedon; Obviously,
the idea that Jesus cannot be perfectly identified with God
continued to agitate the minds of believers. Thuse who had
believed that there ‘was really a difference had ‘insisted on
two natures. Once the formula of two natures was accepted,
(which, of course, had been accepted more to unify the
believers than to describe-the real ¢haracter of Jesus himself)
there were persons who raised the ‘issue of one will or two-
wills in Jesus. The following quotaﬁon will throw further
light on the reasons which: were motivating the emperors
to embrace one or the other doctnne coneermng Chnst

Monotheletism was first proposed in 622 and was imme-
diately adopted by the Emperor Heraclius I for poki-
 tical reason®® as a compromise between Monophy-
~ sitism and orthodoxy. The Eastern hierarchy, while
doubtful of the dogma, tended to support Heraclius.

In 631 Cyrus of Phasis, patriarch of Alexandria, pro-

~ mulgated a Monothelite thesis, which was opposed by
Sophronius, a. Palestinian monk (later patriarch of
Jerusalem). At Sophronius, behest, Sergius, patriarch

v57.  Ibid., p. 1309, under “Monophysitism’’. Italics mine.
58.  Italics mine. :
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- of Constantinople, .wrote to Pope Honorius I for advice.
The pope replied with a letter which apparently sup-
ported one will, but forbade further discussion of the
question. Soon afterwards (638) Heraclius published
the Ecthesis, which. defined: Monotheletism as the
officul unpenal toxm of : Christianity. When the Ec-
thesis arrived in Rome, Pope Severinus, Honorius’
successor, lmxnedlately condemned it, ex cathedra..
Heraclius, before he died, disclaimed the Ecthesis and
attributed it to Sergius. Heraclius® successors, Cons-

- tantine .III and Constans II, however, continued to
enforce the heresy. Popes John IV and Theodore I

- anathematized Monatheletism; but they could do little
i face of imperial support. Constans Il withdrew the

.. Ecthesis and promulgated insiead the Typus, a decree
flatly forbidding .the mention of one will or two wills

- or one energy or two. energies in the Second Person.
The Typus was favoursbhle to the Monophysitism
established in the empire, but would have silenced the
.orthodox.. The Typus was. intended to make peace,
but it brought on.the ensis pf the controversy. In

- 649 Pope St. Martin I convamed.a Lateran Couneil
to - condemn Monotheletism. and was subsequently
seized by the emperor, . ompmmned and exiled. St.

. Maximus was the most.vigorous opponent of Mono-

~ theletism. The -accession .of Constantine IV to the
imperial throne brought toleration for the Catholics.
After ‘the Council of Constantmopfe, in 680, Mono-
theletism died out except ‘among the Maronites in
Syria. This, the last of the Chrlstologxcal controversies,
enhanced the prestige of the papacy, which took the

- 1ead in opposmg official 1mpenal heresy.*?

. It may be observed here th‘at 11; is for “political reasons ’

- that ‘creeds are adopted. The religious hierarchy does not

hesitate to support an emperor even while itself it is not so
59. Columbia Encyc'bpagdﬁ, under “Monotheletism”. p. 1309.
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’ sure of the dogma. The Pope was consulted but, the publi-
cation of Ecthesis was motivated by the interests of the
empire. This made it incumbent on the successor of Pope
Honorius to condemn it ex "cathedra. The emperor exo-
nerates himself from the responsibility and lays it to Sergius,
‘the patriarch of Constantinople.. Heraclius dies and his two
successors cantinue to enforce the heresy. The Popes may
continue to hurl anathemas, but can “do little in face of
imperial support.” The formula Typus which replaces the
Ecthesis on behalf of the emperor Constans I rtselt‘ becomes
_ the source of further trouble. =

It is during the time of Constans II that Armenia and
Asia Minor had been invaded by the Muslims who had taken
 Cyprus and were threatening - Sicily and: Constantinople.
Naturally, there was no further room:for:Christological
controversies. For, they were stilled by the more forceful
logic of the Holy Quran in this part of the world. -

 aaigs :m»aw\xmm;’.as
LR~ R e

Say. He is Allah, the One!

Allah, the.eternally Besought of all!

He begetteth not, nor was begatten.
And there is none comparable unto Him.
(Surah 112 The Holy Quran)

The Christian dogma, the orthodox creed, therefore, is
not so much a mystery®® as much as an actual confusion®’ .
between the Hebraic function of a Prophet and the Greek

" 60. It is not a mystery, but the illogical pursuit of a fallacious argument round
© the person of Jesus carried on through the course of history by bishops
(in councils, and out of councils), mstltuted deposed anathemaued or
- silenced by emperors.
- 61. In the literal as well as in the idiomatic meaning of the word. (con+fusion=
* poured together, fused together, = meeting, merging of different things
into the same, blurring the separate outlines of each as well as of the
whole).
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concept of Incarnation. It is a confusion of three separate

persons of God, Jesus and the Holy Ghest®? into a single

entity. This dogma has been enunciated, supervised, supp- .

lemented and defended through the organization of a Church

in close collaboration with the administration of the empire.

Persons who have ever dared .to oppose the decrees, the

definitions or the-religious authority of this organization

have been subjected to depositions, anathemas, excommu-
nications, exile and death.°3® A Church which had con-
demned Wycliff as a heretic for his anti-clerical tenden-
cies, which burned John Huss:of Bohemia and Jerome of

Prague for daring to differ from its *ruli_ng authority, a Church

which widely persecuted the Anabaptists because of their

advocacy of the separation of the Church and State, which
subjected Copemicus, Galileo to persecution and burnt

Giordono Burno for independent: thinking, also’ put one of

the Gospels of Jesus Christ on the Index of Forbidden

Books. It prevented any publication of the book to prevent

its own people from listening to the prophecy of Jesus

regarding the advent -of .the Holy Prophet Muyhammad

(PBUH). The Gospel of St. Barnabas not only specifically

mentions the advent of the future Prophet Muhammad

(Munhammanna)®® with a number of characteristics which

identify the real Paraclete referred to by Jesus in his Gospel

of St. John,** but establishes without a shadow of doubt
the drift away from the teachings of Christ. That is why

_ once the organization of Church had started on its path of

62. Photius, the patriarch of Constantinople, in a synod in 867 questioned the
proposed inclusion of the filioque pharse in the creed (qui ex Patre filoque
procedit = the Holy Ghost who proceedeth from the Father and the Son.

_ This clause had been inserted into the text at the end of the 9th century
and ‘was probably not used in Rome itself until 1014. Eastern Christians
continue to reject this addition, though now they do not generally regard
it as heretical.”” Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Macropaedia, V., p.245.

63. Michael Servetus who, convinced of the erroncous position of Trinity,
published De Trinitatis Erroribus (1531) and De Trinitate (1532) was the
subject of persecution not only of the Roman Catholic Church but equally
of Calvin. He was buint for his anti-trinatarian views on October 27, 1553.

64. Cf. Syed Abul Ala Maududi, Tafhimul Quran, A 461—475
65. Cf. the Appendix I.
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maintaining and developing a creed independent of the tea-

chings of Jesus, the Gospel of St. Barnabas was put on the
Index of Forbidden Books.¢ ¢

. It is, therefore, not Jesus who has failed Europe or

Christianity. It is the orthodox version of Christianity which
has failed Jesus not only by transforming his teachings
beyond recognition, but by building up an organised resis-
tance to the teachings of Muhammad (P B.U.H.), who came to
“restore the teachings of Jesus to their pristine purity. The
same Source which made Abraham, Moses, David and Jesus
His instruments of revelation, selected the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) -to reveal the Truth that is not only
sufficient but necessary for mankind, calling for submission
to the ONE and ONLY TRUE LORD OF THE UNIVERSE
(Allah) to the Kingdom not of human beings, but of ALLAH
Himself. The deification of Jesus as god, perverted the cha-
racter of his mission. The necessary mediation of bishops,
for a proper communion with God, prevented a direct rela-
tionship between the ONE INVISIBLE GOD and His crea-
tures. The virgin birth of Jesus as well as the accident of his
departure from the world without his getting married,
cultivated amongst the bishops the encouragement of an
ascetic attitude. Later, the church organization, in colla-
boration with the State, not only became an oppressive
instrument of intolerance, it became a shroud drawing a
veil around the geniune teachings of Jesus to prevent them
from reaching the people under its domination..

If Europe is genuinely sincere in its desire to learn the
actual teachings of Jesus after such a long lapse of time and
through so large a course of distorations, there are two
ways open for her:

(1) to vefify for herself the elaims of the-Gospel of
St.. Barnabas as a truthful report about the teachings of
- Jesus, '
66 By St. .. ‘tasius at the end of the 5th Century. Ct. Appendix 1L
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(2) To study these teachmgs afresh under the llght of
the message of Muhammad (P.B.U.H.).6"- -

(1) A study of the Gospel of St. Barnabas would,
apart from cdnvmcmg us that the teachmg of Jesus was
strictly Monotheistic, also demonstrate with greater certi-
tude that the prophecy of Jesus regarding the arrival of
“Paraclete”® ®' refers speclfically to the future advent of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad - (P B.U.H.) ¢° The Encyclopaedia
Bnttamca says.

Evidently regarded as scriptural in Eoypt the Letter
of Barnabas was included in Codex Siniaticus, a fourth :
century Greek manuscript of the Bible and it was also

" quoted by the influential Presbyter Clement of Alexan-
dria (d.c. 215). It was less highly regarded elsewhere
and few’ Chrlstlans contmued to read 1t 7o

Obwously, ‘even thxs testlmony of the writer of the
article in the’ I'ncyclopaedm Brzttanzca, proves that though
recognised authentic in the 4th century, it ceased to exercise
interest for latér readers. But thie reason, in this case, has
been the conspiracy of sxlence the prevention of its use by
the Christians since it was put on the Index of Prohibited
Books by St Gelasius at the end of the fifth century.

67. It may be urged that the great majority of the former Christian world
accepted his interpretation so much so that it became Muslim and cons-
titutes the large portion of Arab Muslim world today.

68.  Gospel of St. John, 14:16-17, 25-26, 30 15 26; 16.7, 12-5. )

" 69. Cf. Muhammad Abu Zuhra, Muhadharat fi al-Nasraniyah, Matb'a Yusuf,
1385A H.—1966 A C, pp. 57 68. Chapters 43~44, 96, 97, 220 of the
Gospel of St. Barnabas have clear references for the advent of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) Cf. also- Abul Ala Maududi, Tafhimul Quran,
Vol. V pp. 461-475.

Cf. also Appendices I & II for further details.

70.  Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Macropaedia I p. 823.
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(2) The fact that Jesus says that this Periklytos”"
would remind the world about Jesus’s teachings is borne
out by the Holy Quran S reaffn'mat;on in the belief in the
One and Only God (Aﬂah), the belief in the role and func-
tion of the Prophets (or Messengers) of Allah as human
beings chosen to reveal the Word of God and the respon-
snbnhty each individual has to bear to obey God s commands
and fulfnll the Word of God. "~ _

The Quran boldly declares
"a&k ﬁﬂ‘tﬁ é}lﬁfm&'ﬁ;’i\};;’(&am 3&.\0\:
{I’ 22, / ,‘t&lﬂu Uf"’ ,,,;alm .‘w'ﬁ'd}g
QLSQL’JIQLA 35 BN A B N ANENY G2
AN A SAADEET & & sl s OIS
- SRR 5T

O People of the Scripture ! Do not exaggerate in your
religion nor utter aught concerning Allah save the truth.
" .- The Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, was only a messenger
of Allah, and His word which- He conveyed unto
~ Mary, and a spirit from Him. So believe in Allah and
His messengers, and' say not ‘“Three’~Cease! (it is)
-better for you! Allah is only One God. Far is it removed
from His Transcendent Majesty that He should have
a son. His is all that is in the heavens and all that is

in the earth. And Allah is sufflclent as Defender
The Messxah will never scorn to be a slave unto Allah
- nor will the favoured angles. Whoso scorneth His-service
~and is proud all such will. He assemble unto Him.
v : (4.171,172)

71.  In alt’likelihood the real word in the Greck version of the Gospel of St.
" John should have been Periklytos (“heard of all around, farpous,
renowned, glorious” which is the exact Arabic equwalent of Muhammad
and the Syriac Muhamanna * ) Cf. Appendix I .
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Further, it declares ' :

a3 A P GO i P A B
GeSociist 5 52 R Jolii I AcA
3R EeCARG e GRS Ty
AT SR R e 347
P25 AP AN 3050 B A G T AR B
AR Wt 6. 1 ARBHA TR A DL Pe b A3 I
3 sl 0hsr 9%, 28 o7 ml 372 LY seb,
A AP TR e I IR R R T
,_,-"{Sl,qz :ﬁ’!’:”‘ VI Re THS PERYS e glﬂ.:r,,ru 4
MR T PP b HP RN o b
GGG B i ASeE
-Unto Him belongeth whosoever is in the heavens and
" the earth. And those who _dwell in His presence are
not too proud to worship Hlm, nor do they weary;

They glorify (Him) night and day; they flag not. . .

Or have they choéen gods from the earth 'who raise the
dead?

If there were therein gods beside Allah, then verily
both (the heavens and the earth) had been disordered.
Glorified be Allah, the Lord of the Throne, from all
that they ascribe (unto Him).

He will not be questioned as to that which He doeth,
but they will be questioned. -

Or have they chosen other gods beside Him? Say
Bring your proof (of their godhead). This is the Remin-
der of those with me and those before me, but most of
them know not the Truth ‘and so they are averse.

And We sent no messénger before thee but We ins-

pired him, (saying): There is no God save Me (Allah),
so worship Me.
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And they say. The Beneficient hath taken unto Him-
self a son. Be He Glorified ! Nay, but (those whom
they call sons) are honoured slaves; -

They speak not untll He hath spoken, and they act
by His command.

He knoweth what is before them -and what is behind
them, and they cannot intercede except for him whom
He accepteth, and they quake for awe of Him.

And one of them who should say. Lo! I am a god beside
Him, that one We should repay with hell. Thus We
repay wrong-doers. o (21:19-29)

And again the Holy Quran urges the Absolute Unity
of Allah.

3;; q:b’g L4227 93 I’:lf/ “./'% élf\)ﬁ,s"" » lot, 9127, ,,3 ,
B AP
Wy M%‘W"

And they say The Beneficient hath taken unto Himself
a son. Assuredly ye utter a disasttous thing.

.Whereby almost the heavens are torn, and the earth is
split asunder and the mountains fall in ruins,

L That ye ascribe unto the Beneficient a son, '

There is none in the heavens and the earth but cometh
X .:untq the Beneflcnent asaslave. (9:88-93)

B (i itisa fact that God does not have a spn, it is urged
that He is Pure, Absolutely Independent, for he who is
_interested in having a son, needs him, or in being putul to
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They say Allah hath taken (unto Him) a soxr-Glon-
ﬁed be He! He hath no needs!

His is all that is in the heavens and all that is in the
earth. Ye have no wan'ant for this. Tell. ye concerning
Allah that which ye know not. Say Verily those who
invent a lie concerning Allah will not succeed. This
world’s portion (will be theirs), then unto Us is their

. return.  (10:68-70)

The Prophets.of Allah are entrusted with a Message,

a mission.” % They are human bemgs chosen to reveal the

. Word of God.
UM@vu& wvgmﬁ@ 3&54‘;1'\:3’-&1
S VA DT A AR I S A R et 2R

| Om»sﬁ‘""w&q" d}’,’-ﬁ’zv |

Shall I seek other than Alfdh for.judge, when He it is
Who hath revealed unto you (this) Scripture, fully

explained? Thosé' unto’ ‘whom ‘We gave the Seripture

(aforetime) kngw that it is _Arev,ealed from thy Lord in
truth: So be not thou (O Muhamm ad) ‘of the 'waverers.

" Perfected is the Word bf thy Lord in truth and justice.

There is naught that can change His words, He is the

: Hea!er, the Knower - ‘ (6:114 115)

72. With the full etymoloucal n‘niﬁcnnce of bemu uent approprhﬁn; nothlnl ’

“to ‘themselves, at lll.

©ta i R O A, .
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The Holy Quran recognises the miraculous birth of
Jesus and the chastity of the Virgin Mary.

vl ‘K;A‘)'L)‘Qm ARt ‘im "’ 'l//qrd
é ’9 mz ’l Jﬁ: L&;

~ And Mary, daughter of _‘Imran‘ whose body was chaste,
" therefore, We breathed therein something of Our Spirit.
- And she put faith in the words of her Lord and His

Scriptures and wgs of the obedient. (66:12)

But this is no special miracle happening in the case of
Jesus alone, for it happened iKt:: case of Adam, too, so that
he and the entire race of man hears \something of the Spirit
of God. SRR

QQ!LU’QBJ‘G&; vrr 224 &35:;1& @p ¢ ”4‘:;‘:@\ sﬁ‘,&'%
‘K””).,,“ 15.:'2;&;:):’::3@9%;&&3»“6’15 n/l v
oK \a ST gs A |
Such is the Knower of the Invisible and the Vmble

“the Mlghty, the Me:c:ful

| Wh° made all thmgs g00d which He created and He
‘began the bre"atnbnw man from clay

Then He made ‘his seed from a draught of despised
‘fluid; Then He fashioned him and breathed into him
- of His Spirit; and appointed’ for you hearing and sight
fand hearbs. Small thanks you give him. SR (326-9)

-,Henee those who nge ‘8 partxcular sigmﬂeance to ‘just
t}ua fact concerning 'Jesus and ignore ' the universal succe-
ssion'of Message from the time of Adam until the time of
the: Holy: Prophet ‘Mubammad: are not quiee so f’an- to: the
tristh revealed from God : S
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They surely dishelieve who say: Lo! Allah is the third
of three; when there is no God save the One God.

If they desist not from so saying, a painful doom
will fall on those of them who disbelieve.

Will they not rather turn unto Allah and seek for-
giveness of Him? For Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.
(6:72-713)

Jesus, therefore, is to be recognised as a very honour-
able Prophet. The institution of Prophethood demands not
sons or supernatura] agents but human beings under divine
guidance:

B BG5OSR SRS AT

S bgis e cs&'.ﬁaseu,m.,ms S E L
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The. Mess;ah son of Mary was no other than a messen-
- ger, messengers (the like of whom) had passed away
before him. And his mother was a saintly woman. And
‘they. both used to eat (earthly) food. We make: the
revelations clear for them, and see how they are turned .
. away! Say: Serve ye in place of Allah that which -
. posspsseth for you, neither hurt nor use? Allah it.is Who-
Js the Heaxer, the Knower - : o A6 TRATT)

‘e Mu min (behever), who believes m Allah |
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believes through contact and association with those human
beings who are revealing the Word or the Message of God.
- The believer has to believe in not one, but all the Prophets,
because he believes in the Source of the Prophets. If the
Prophethood of some Prophets has been limibed to specific
localities or tribes, or if the message of some of these Pro-
phets could not be authentically preserved during the course
of history, one still cannot dismiss the Prophet for the sheer
reason that the Message he brought is not at present avai-
~ lable to mankind

| wﬁaﬁtmﬁr% aﬂ,&‘ém&mwm,:&mé
‘,;ggd{..w;«uvwwn@
S UMRRTBEES

Say (O Mushms) We believe in Allah and that which
is revealed unto us and that which was revealed unto
'Abraham, and Ishmael and Isaac, and Jacob, and the
tribes, and that which Moses and Jesus received, and
‘that: whi¢h the prophets’® received from their Lord.
We ‘make no distinction between any of them, and
unto Him we have surrendered.” 12.136-1 r&7)

Therefore, to the People of the Book s-Q' VR
Holy Quran says

IR e AT e "”“&Ww:ﬁ&t&
o HERE ';3:‘9’ IEIELS

Say. O people of the bcrn;)tur(A! Let us come to an
agreement between ourselves that we shall worship
none but Allah, that we shall ascribe no partner unto

Hlm, and none of us shall take others for lord beside

=73, This refers to even those who have not been specifically named in the
. Holy Quran.
74.  The Quran uses thc word ‘Muslim”, he who has sunondered Therefore.
.every one who surrenders to Allah, with a proper recognition of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) and the Prophets is a Muslim,
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Allah. And if they turn away, then say Bear witness'
that we are they who have surrendered unto Him::
. : (364)
The Word of God lost, betrayed and disorted out of
shape ! ‘through “the oraganised’ interference of . self-styled
followers of Christ, therefore, had to be brought back into
thie historical consciousness of humanity, in order: that ‘it
is properly preserved and properly obeyed. The Word of-God,
therefore, was -rediscovered ‘in the message of the Quran
revealed through the Holy Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.)
Jesuis himself anticipated the advent of another Counsellor,
‘to be with vou for ever”, who “will guide you into all the
truth; for he will not' speak ‘on his own authority, but what- .
ever he hears, he will speak.”’* The Gospel of St. Barnabas
reiterates it and the Hol) ﬁuran confirms it 7

é\’\; n/‘:ss. X m&l 1l ”.z& -y :ﬁﬂ;
LTS E D AR BT IAG:

. And when Jesus son of Mary said Q children of Israel!
. Lo! I am the messenger of Allah unto you, confirming
- that. which . was (revealed) hbefore me:in the Torah,
.. ang. bringing, good tidings q@mmms’enger who cometh

- after me, whose name is.the Praised One.’?. - (61 6)
| Jesus eonfirmed the truth of the original teachings of
Torah ahd announced the advent of Muhammad (P.B.UH.)
who was to be the last of the. Prophets.” Muhammad

(P.B.U.H.) equally- confirmed the unadulterated teachings of
Jesus, commumcated the Word of God as revealed to him

44444

75. Gospel of St. John. 14 15;16 12 13 N
A ABR A A ‘

76. - Vide the Appendiy I and Appendix 1I. -

77.  *Ahmad”. literaily: meaning the: “Praised one” is one of the names of the
Holy ‘Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). ‘The promised ‘Comforter’ was belie-
ved by many Christian communitics of the East to be a prophet yet to
come, and most of them accepted Muhammad as that prophet. “(Marma-
‘duke Pickthall, The Meaning of the Glorious Quran, p. 738, footnote 2.)

. This is also the exact equivalent of the Greek ‘Periklytos’ (Vide Appendix I).

" 78  Cf. St. John, ‘And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another

Counsellor, to be with you for ever. ’ (Gospel of St. John, 14-16).
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_and built up a State wherein he demonstrated how the
Will of God could prevail.”® As the Word of God revealed
in the form of the Holy Quran has been preserved intact
(unmolested by any interpolations of any kind) and as the
Prophet Muhammad has come to guide not a particular
tribe or a local people, the function of Prophethood has .
been finalised in the person and teachings of Muhammad

(P.BUH.).8®
If the Jews, in rejecting the revelation vouchsafed

through Jesus, were actually denying themselves a proper
contact with the word of God, and were, therefore, volun- .
tarily losing what was likely to be of extreme benefit to~
themselves,®! let us in all humility pray to God that we
should not ‘be amongst those who repudiate the teachings
of Muhammad without giving them a fair trial in our hea-
ring, in our understanding and in our actions. Amen.

Appendix I

Even the present version of the Bible has been announ-
cing the advent of the Prophet (P.B.U.H.). John, 1.19-25 -
would establish beyond the possibility of doubt that besides
Christ #nd Elijah, the Jews and the Levites had been expec-
ting the arrival of ‘the prophet”. This prophet had been
expected with such common assurance that it was enough
to ‘refer to him by the words “‘the prophet”. The prophe-
‘cies about the advent of the future “ruler of the world”
79. As ﬂlustrated in the glorious period of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) hlmself

. and that of the first four Caliphs.
80. Cf. the verse of the Holy Quran.
oo T sul 1l 295
B Y %}ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ'w' m—’ﬁd&’ /Q'f
This day have I perfected your réligion for you and completed miy favour
unto you, and have chosen for you as religion Al-Isleni (i.c. “sutrender to
Allah) 3 (al- Quran -5 ‘3)
Cf. also:

R e s - PG BT a0 e Y

Muhammad is not the father of any man among you, but he is the messcns*

ger of Allah and the Last of the Prophcts and Allah is aware Cof all things.
- (al-Quian, 33.40)

‘81.  i.: admission into life eternal.
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occur in the Gospel of St. John Chapters 14-16. For ins- -
tance, ‘

~ “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. .
And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another
Counscllor, to be with you for ever, even the Spirit
"of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him.” (14:15-17)

And Agin,

“These things I have spoken to you, while I am still
with you. But the Counseller, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in my name, ke will teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have
said to you. | o - (14225)

And now I have told you before it takes place, so that
when 1t does take place, you may believe. 1 will no
longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world
is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the
Father has commanded me, so that the world may
know that I love the Father.” (14:29-30)

This complete self-abnegation in the mission of the
Lord, comples him to announce the advent of another
Counseller. Jesus recognises himself as one and anticipates
another, viz. the Holy Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) This
Counsellor is reported to bear witness to and confirm the
teachings of Jesus (John 15 26). Jesus also tells that, in the

“ continuity of the Mission that he brings from God, it is
only necessary that he goes so that the Counsellor may come.

Nevertheless I tell you the truth it is to your advantage
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Counsellor
will not come to you. And when he comes, he will
convince the world of sin and of rightcousness and of
judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in me;
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of righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you
will see me no more; of judgment, because the ruler
of this world is judged.” (John, 16:7-11)

When this Future Counsellor will come, his revelation
will be a comprehensive vision of truth :

“When the Spirit of truth comes, e will guide you into
all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority,
but whatever he hears he will speak and he will declare -
to you the things that are to come.”  (John, 16:12-13)

This Spirit of truth, who will be with us for ever, be-
cause he is not going to be replaced by anyone after him,
who will be entrusted with the communication of the most
perfect kind of truth, covering all aspeets of life, will be
speaking not on his behalf but on behalf of God ®?

LY S

‘Nor doth he speak of (his own) desire. It is not save an
inspiration that is inspired. =~ (63:2—4)

In this context it may be worth while to point out that
the language which Jesus was employing for communica-
tion amongst his fellowmen, was that branch of the Aramaic
language which is known as Syriac. Hebrew had ceased to be
used something like two hundred fifty years before the
arrival of Jesus on the scene. The influence of the Seleucid
and the Roman empire, had equally occasioned the use of
the Greek language,. Yet, this was naturally restricted to a
very small minority of officials of administration. In spite

82.  Jesus himself says about his own words ‘‘and the word which you hear is

' not mine but the Father’s who sent me.’ John,  14.24, The Quranic and
the Biblical phrasing of St. John himself is visualising the ‘word * here,
not as the neo-Platonic ‘Logos”, but as the word received from God and
communicated to men. . .
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of the former control of the Seleucid empire, Greek was so
little used by the common. people that when Titus, the
Roman emperor wanted to address the people of Jerusalem

after the conquest of Jerusalem in 70 (A.C.) his Greek
address had had to be translated in the Synac language '

Secondly, the four evangehcal gospels have been recor-
ded by those Greek-speakmg Christians who were converted
to Christianity after the departure of Jesus. The details of
the actions and speeches of Jesus reported by these apostles
had not been kept in any kind of a written record; they had
been carried on through a kind of oral tradition. They were
further subjected to the stress:of translation from a Semitic
into an Aryan language, ‘Wwith- all the concomitant confusions
possible to two different idioms and two different cultural
contexts. This leaves a good deal of doubt as to the success
in the precise communication of ideas conveyed by Jesus
and translated by the narrators of the Gospels. The word
“son’” could very well be the trapslation of ‘Abd” (slave,
servant), and once the translation was decided upon, it was
likely to open up a passage for further confusion. This is
quite apart from the liberty taken by translators and editors
to change or interpolate new ideas in order to clarify the
issues as visualised by their own selves. A similar shift appears
to have taken place in the change:of the word ‘“‘Parakletus”
for the original Greek word “Periklytos.” The Christians
state that the Greek word employed for ‘“‘the Counsellor”
is “Parakletus’. But the word “Parakletus” in the Greek
language has a number of meanings; it can mean “a calling
upon, appealing, entreaty, an exhortation, an address;
" called to one’s aid, advocate, legal assistant, Comforter. ‘“The
word “Periklytos”, however means “heard all round, famous,
renowned, glorious, (Lat. inclytus) >’ This would be the exact
~ equivalent of the Syriac word “Mun hamanna’ in the Syriac

or the word “Ahmad” in Arabic. This is the actual word
used by Ibne Hisham (using, even the earlier authority of
Ibn Ishaq) in his translation of the passage from the Gospel
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. of St. John.?3 It will be of interest to remember that the
language of Palestine continued to be Syrian well into the
ninth century A.C. This region had been conquered by the
Muslims in the first half of the seventh century A.C. Hence it
would. have been easy for the Muslims of this period to know
and verify the actual words used in Syriac regarding this
prophecy of Jesus. That certainly would be closer as an
interpretation than the Greek word employed later. It is,
therefore, justifiable to assume that the actual Greek word
employed in .the text .was “Periklytos’”, which was
subsequently changed into “Parakletus” to suit the particular
interpretation favourable to the reigning orthodoxy and to
save the world from a likely conversion to Islam under the
very authority of the Gospels themselves. This would equally
account for preventing the Christian world from becommg
familiar with the Gospel of St. Barnabas.?*

Appendix II
(The Gospel of St. Barnabas) (Evangelium Barnabe).

The way in which the Christian world has been preven-
ted from studying the Gospel of St. Barnabas is equally
an interesting story. Included in the Codex Siniaticus well
into the forth century,®® it was put on the Index of Prohi-

" bited Books ®¢ by St. Gelasius at the end of the fifth cen-
tury. During the sixteenth century, 6nly a single copy of its
Italian translation was available in the library of Pope Sixtus
and nobody was permitted to read it. In the beginning of

83 quoted by Syed Abul Ala Maududi, T2fhimul Quran, Volume V p. 465.
84. Though this Gospel had been put on the Index of Forbidden Books by
Pope Gelasius in the 5th Centiry.
. 85. - Seecpage supra. C '
86.  Index librorum prohibitorum.
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the eighteenth century, John Toland® 7 got hold of this copy,
which, circulating through various hands, found its entry
into. the ,Imperial Library of Vienna in 1738. An English
translation of this same copy was accidentally published by
the Clarendon Press, Oxford in 1907. Realizing, hoiwevet,
that tl'ns cuts at the root of the orthodox Christian beliefs,
its copies were withdrawn from publication and none can

i Y R R T e B e St

lay his hands on them." A Spanish translation of this same

Italian version was available in:the eighteenth century, which
has been mentioned by George Sale in the Introduction

of his English translation of «the Holy Quran; but even that B

" has sommehow disappeared.?®

The 'first person who disclosed the presence of this
Italian version of the Gospel of St. Barnabas was a Latin
monk, named Framino, who embraced Islam as a result
of reading it.

87. John. Toland, (1670~1722) a British dcist is to be remembered for his
book Christianity not Mysterious (1696) which was burnt by the hangman
by order of the Irish Parliament. Lator, he also wrote Nazarenus: or .Icwl:h
.Gentile and Mahometan Christianity (1718)

88. The reader is referred to Sycd Abul A’ala Maududi, 7afhimul Qumn,
V. pp. 466—-475) and Muhammad Abu Zuhra, Muhadharat fi al-Nasranigh,
pp. 57-68.
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